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OUTSIDE  ESTABLISHMENTS 
(as  at  31st  December  1967) 


Health 

Infant  Welfare  Centres:  Boulton  Road 

Friar  Park  Road 
Whitehall  Road 
Tanhouse  Avenue 
Bratt  Street 
Hill  Top 
Hill  Lane 
Jervoise  Lane 
Redwood  Road 

St.  Mary's  Hall  Charlemont  Farm 
Birch  Street,  Tipton 

Central,  Tipton 
Ocker  Hill 

St.  Michaels  Hall,  BurntTree 
Mesty  Croft,  Wednesbury 
Albert  Street,  Wednesbury 
Chapel  Lane,,  Great  Barr 


MENTAL  HEALTH 

Training  Centres  : 


Senior—  The  Crest' 

Churchfields 
West  Bromwich 
Supervisor:  Mr.  C. Murray 

Junior  —  'Glenvale' 

Jervoise  Street, 

West  Bromwich 
Supervisor:  Miss.  D.  Blake 


Home  for  Elderly  Senile  Persons  'Warstone  House' 

Salters  Lane, 

West  Bromwich 
Chief  Male  Nurse : 

Mr.  L.M.  Lopes,  S.R.M.N. 

WELFARE 

Homes  for  the  Elderly  : 

'Beech  Holme.'  Superintendent  and  Matron  : 

53,  Beeches  Road,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J. Brown 

West  Bromwich. 
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'The  Hawthorns' 

Green  Lane, 

Great  Barr, 

Birmingham,  22a. 

Matron  : 

Mrs.  L.  Jenkins 

'Lyndon  House ' 

Scott  Street 

West  Bromwich 

Superintendent  and  Matron 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  Fowler 

'Greenside  House' 
Greenside  Way, 

Yew  Tree  Estate, 

Walsal  1. 

Superintendent  and  Matron 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Tunstall 

'The  Wi Mows' 

34,  Bridge  Street, 

West  Bromwich 

Matron  : 

Mrs.  M.B.  Cooper 

Bromford  House' 

Moor  Street, 

West  Bromwich 

Matron  and  Superintendent 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.J.  McHattie 

'Kelvedon' 

Wood  Green  Road, 
Wednesbury 

Matron  : 

Miss.  M.  Owen 

Si  1  ver  Trees' 

Birch  Street, 

Tipton. 

Matron  : 

Miss.  M.  Watson 

SOCIAL  CENTRES 

Walsall  Street, 
Wednesbury. 

Senior  Craft  1  nstructor : 
Miss.  J.  Armfield 

Town  Hall, 

Wednesbury 

Mrs.  H.M.  Howl 

FIELD  CENTRES 

Wood  Street,  Tipton 

20,  Hydes  Road,  Wednesbury. 
20,  Heath  Lane,  West  Bromwich 


4 


FOREWORD 


This  Annual  Report  covers  the  first  calendar  year  since  the 
re-organisation  of  local  government  in  the  West  Midlands  which 
took  place  on  April  1st  1966,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  there  are 
three  national  reports  awaited  which  may  have  radical  effects 
on  the  Health  and  Welfare  Services  of  Local  Authorities  —  the 
Seebohm  Committee  on  Local  Authority  Social  Services,  the 
'Green  Paper'  on  the  Health  Services  and  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Local  Government.  After  a  reorganisation  it 
inevitably  takes  a  considerable  time  before  the  service  settles 
down  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  will  soon  be  a  period  in 
which  it  is  possible  to  build  efficient  services  without  frequent 
major  upheavals. 

The  quality  and  efficiency  of  Health  and  Welfare  Services 
depends  mainly  not  on  the  method  of  organisation  but  on  the 
quality  of  the  field  workers  employed  and  their  knowledge  and 
awareness  of  the  problems  in  their  areas.  The  services  are 
largely  personal.  The  past  year  has  continued  to  be  one  of 
difficulty  in  recruitment  of  trained  staff  —  doctors,  dentists, 
Health  visitors,  social  workers,  speech  therapists  and  chiropod¬ 
ists.  Administration  is  merely  a  means  to  ensure  the  most 
effective  use  of  resources.  An  adequate  number  of  qualified 
experienced  and  capable  staff  is  essential  in  the  provision  of 
good  services  and  West  Bromwich  has  difficulties  in  recruitment. 

The  greatest  problems  of  the  immediate  future  will  be  the 
determination  of  priorities  in  the  health  and  welfare  services 
to  use  the  available  resources  to  the  best  effect. 

Statistics 

The  birth  and  death  rates  fell  slightly  in  1967,  in  keeping 
with  the  national  pattern.  The  death  rate,  after  correction  to 
allow  for  differences  between  the  age  and  sex  structure  of  the 
population  of  West  Bromwich  compared  with  the  country  as  a 
whole,  is  considerably  higher  than  the  average  for  England  and 
Wales.  The  most  marked  difference  occurs  in  relation  to  bronchitis 
Death  rates  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  cancer  of  the  breast  have 
increased  in  comparison  with  the  figures  for  1966  but  all  com¬ 
parisons  are  difficult  with  the  changed  boundaries  and  population. 
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Local  Health  Services 

Both  ante-natal  and  infant  welfare  clinics  are  wel  I  patronised. 

A  particular  difficulty  exists  with  the  clinic  services  in 
the  Ocker  Hill  and  Princes  End  areas  of  Tipton  which  now  have 
a  substantial  number  of  new  properties  and  inadequate  clinic 
premises. So  far  a  new  clinic  at  Ocker  Hill  has  not  been  included 
in  the  programme  of  capital  works  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

A  total  of  70%  births  takes  place  in  hospital  with  60%  of 
mothers  discharged  on  or  by  the  seventh  day.  The  pattern  of 
domiciliary  midwifery  has  now  changed  markedly  from  home 
delivery  to  the  after  care  of  patients  delivered  in  hospital  and 
this  raises  the  question  of  the  ultimate  necessity  of  maintaining 
both  hospital  and  domiciliary  midwives  as  separate  organisations 
The  number  of  women  in  the  fourth  or  subsequent  pregnancy 
confined  at  home  is  large  bearing  in  mind  the  increasing  risks 
of  child  birth  after  the  third  pregnancy. 

The  health  visiting  service  is  short  of  trained  health  visitors, 
all  of  whom  have  to  be  nurses  with  additional  qualifications. 
As  a  result,  attachment  to  general  practitioners  has  not  so  far 
taken  place  except  in  one  case.  The  health  visitors  in  post  are 
greatly  concerned  over  the  work  load  and  the  increasing  difficulty 
of  serving  their  areas  to  their  own  satisfaction.  There  is  also  a 
feeling  that  on  a  national  level  a  review  of  the  correct  function 
of  these  nurses  is  desirable  and  that  this  is  necessarily  linked 
with  developments  in  general  medical  practice. 

The  number  of  fruitless  visits  to  houses  (now  amounting  to 
13%  of  visits)  is  frustrating  although  these  represent  a  small 
proportion  of  working  time. 

The  ambulance  service  has  shown  a  considerable  increase 
in  numbers  of  patients  transported  for  hospital  appointments. 
This  is  likely  to  be  a  continuing  phenomenon  as  more  patients 
appear  to  be  treated  as  out-patients  than  admitted  to  hospital  as 
was  the  practice  in  the  past.  It  is,  however,  a  most  expensive 
service  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  hospital  staff  will  ensure  that 
transport  is  requested  only  when  it  is  necessary  because  of  the 
patient's  condition  and  not  merely  as  a  matter  of  convenience. 
The  ambulance  service  must  maintain  a  24  hour,  7  day  week 
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service  and  at  present  costs  6/6d  a  mile. 

The  Home  Help  Service  is  meeting  desperate  needs  but  has 
a  number  of  cases  who  probably  receive  less  helpthan  they  need. 
The  number  of  frail  elderly  people  at  home  is  likely  to  increase 
with  the  change  in  age  structure  of  the  population  and  a  great 
deal  of  support  is  necessary.  This  is  likely  to  make  demands 
for  an  increase  in  the  size  of  the  Home  Help  Service. 

The  Junior  Training  Centre  for  the  sub-normal  at  Glenvale 
is  due  to  be  enlarged  to  cater  for  the  greater  population  of  the 
enlarged  Borough.  The  unit  is  now  in  modern  buildings  and  is 
performing  excellent  work  but  there  are  insufficient  places.  It 
is  hoped  that  this  extension  will  take  place  in  1968. 

The  Senior  Training  Centre  at  The  Crest  is  inadequate  in 
size  and  inconvenient  in  layout  to  serve  its  present  purpose 
and  a  new  building  is  necessary.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  be 
commenced  in  1968. 

The  Chiropody  Service  has  functioned  well  but  is  insufficient 
to  meet  the  need  and  recruitment  of  chiropodists  is  difficult. 

Welfare  Services 

The  outstanding  need  in  the  field  of  the  welfare  services  is 
for  an  adequate  hospital  provision  for  the  elderly  sick.  Very 
little  has  been  done  to  increase  the  hospital  provision  for  the 
elderly  in  the  area  and  it  is  substantially  below  the  national  and 
regional  average.  Apart  from  the  deleterious  effects  on  the 
hospital  service  for  the  care  of  the  acutely  ill  and  injured,  the 
lack  of  facilities  has  meanf  the  retention  of  persons  in  Old 
People's  Homes  in  a  state  which  requires  far  more  nursing  atten 
tionthan  is  reasonably  possible. It  also  results  in  many  relatives 
having  intolerable  burdens  to  bear  in  caring  for  their  sick  and 
the  year  has  been  punctuated  by  a  series  of  recurrent  crises 
over  individual  elderly  persons  in  need  of  assistance. 

There  is  also  a  shortage  of  accommodation  in  Old  People's 
Homes.  Fortunately,  a  further  50  beds  are  under  construction  in 
the  Tipton  area,  where  they  are  badly  needed,  but  there  is  still 
an  extensive  waiting  list  withat  any  given  moment  a  considerable 
number  of  urgent  cases.  In  particular  ground  floor  accommodation 
or  that  served  by  a  lift  is  needed. 
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Services  for  the  handicapped  have  been  extended  into  the 
Tipton  and  Wednesbury  areas  and  there  are  now  craft  classes  in 
both  districts.  Discussion  has  taken  place  on  the  extension 
of  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  and  this  is  badly  needed  as  some 
areas  of  the  Borough  are  not  covered  at  all  and  others  inade¬ 
quately.  It  is  hoped  to  commence  an  enlarged  service  in  1968. 

The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  have  had  an  exceptionally  busy 
year.  This  service  involves  the  maintenance  of  an  officer  on 
call  7  days  a  week  at  every  hour  of  the  24  to  deal  with  emergen¬ 
cies,  but  apart  from  l, this  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  after 
care  to  be  undertaken  and  the  existing  staff  have  difficulty  in 
seeing  all  those  discharged  from  mental  hospitals  at  reasonably 
adequate  intervals  in  the  period  shortly  after  discharge. 


Infectious  Disease 

There  is  little  to  note  in  the  field  of  infectious  disease. 
Dr.  C.W.D.  Cole,  the  consultant  chest  physician,  advising  on 
tuberculosis,  has  contributed  his  comments  to  this  report.  The 
presence  in  the  Borough  of  a  large  number  of  persons  of  Asian 
stock  has  resulted  in  an  increase  in  the  work  of  the  chest  physic¬ 
ian  and  also  of  the  health  visiting  staff  engaged  in  the  after  care 
and  tracing  of  contacts  of  tuberculosis. 


Environmental  Hygiene 

As  in  previous  years,  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Mr.  S.  Cayton  is  included. 

The  work  of  control  of  the  environment  has  progressed 
satisfactorily  and  it  has  been  possible  to  maintain  a  full  staff. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Cayton  and  his  staff  for  their  willing 
co-operation. 


Conclusion 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  take  the  opportunity  of  ex¬ 
pressing  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  the  department  for  their  hard 
work  during  the  year,  to  my  professional  colleagues  in  the  town 
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for  the  co-operation  they  so  readily  give,  to  the  other  Chief 
Officers  for  their  assistance  and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee  for  their  encouragement 
during  1967. 


July,  1968 


Hugh  Bryant 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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PART  1 

STATISTICAL  INFORMATION 


Vital  Statistics 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  1967 
COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WEST  BROMWICH 

The  County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich  is  situated  in  South 
Staffordshire  and  is  a  manufacturing  town  principally  engaged  in 
foundry  work  and  allied  industries.  The  town  is  situated  in  the 
Midlands  conurbation  and  has  a  number  of  residents  who  originally 
came  from  Asian  and  West  Indian  Countries. 


Elevation  above  sea  level 


347  to  569  feet 


Geological  formation  :  Consisting  chiefly  of  shales, 

red  sandstones  and  magnesium 
limestone.  Coal  seams  are 
prevalent  in  certain  areas. 

Rainfall  (inches)  :  30.47 


Area  in  acres  (land  and 

inland  water)  11,704 

Population  per  acre  :  14.7 

New  houses  constructed,  including  flats,  1967 


Local  Authority  1288 

Private  Enterprise  331 


1619 


Estimated  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough 

as  at  1st  April,  1967.  52,632 

Rateable  Value  at  the  1  st  Apri I  1967  £7,742,382 

Rate  at  Id  in  the  £  estimated  to  produce  at 

1st  April  1967  £31,300 

Vital  Statistics 

Population  (estimated  civilian  population  mid  1967)  172,650 

(Census  1961)  96,041 

(Sample  Census  1966)  170,370 


Live  Births: 

Live  Birth  Rate  (Per  1,000  population  : 

Live  Birth  Rate  (Per  1,000  population)  corrected  : 


3105 

18.0 

16.9 


Comparability  Factor  (Births)  0.94 

Ratio  of  Local  Adjusted  Birth  Rate  &  National  Rate  :  0.98 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  :  202 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  Live  Births  :  6.5 

Stillbirths  :  50 

Stillbirth  Rate  (Per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  :  16.0 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths  :  3,155 

Infant  deaths  :  63 

Infant  mortality  rate  (Per  1,000  Live  Births)  :  20.0 

Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  (per  1 ,000  legitimate  births):  19.6 
Illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  (per  1 ,000  illegitimate  births):  29.7 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per 
1,000  Live  Births)  :  14.5 

Early  neonatal  rate  (deaths  under  one  week  per 
1 ,000  Live  babies)  :  11.9 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one 
week  per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  :  28.0 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  3 

Maternal  mortality  rate  (including  abortion  per 
1,000  live  and  still  births)  :  0.95 

Deaths  1731 

Death  Rate  (Per  1,000  population)  :  10.00 

Death  Rate  (corrected  1.42)  :*  14.22 

Ratio  of  Local  Adjusted  Death  Rate  to  National  Rate  :  1.27 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death  rate  (per  1,000  population):  0.11 
Cancer  death  rate  (per  1,000  population)  :  2.00 

England  and  Wales 

Birth  Rate  :  17.2 

Death  Rate  :  11.2 

Stillbirth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  :  14.8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  :  18.3 

Name  and  Address  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

H.O.M.  Bryant,  M.B.,Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Health  Department, 

West  Bromwich. 

Telephone  Number  :  021-553  1891  (Home  :  021-357  5805) 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population 

The  following  figures  show  the  estimated  mid-year  population 
in  the  Borough  for  each  year  since  the  census  in  1951. 


1951 

87,981  (Census) 

1960 

93,780 

1952 

87,640 

1961 

96,041  (Census) 

1953 

87,960 

1962 

97,050 

1954 

88,650 

1963 

97,710 

1955 

89,640 

1964 

97,600 

1956 

90,720 

1965 

98,040 

1957 

93,380 

1966 

171,760 

1958 

93,380 

1966 

(Sample  Census  170.370) 

1959 

93,590 

1967 

172,650 

Coloured  Population 

it  is  difficult  to  give  figures  of  the  number  of  coloured 
persons  now  resident  in  West  Bromwich,  as  vital  statistics  are 
not  compiled  giving  separate  information  based  on  the  pigment¬ 
ation  of  the  skin,  but  the  1966  sample  sensus  report  showed  that 
out  of  the  170,370  persons  enumerated  in  West  Bromwich,  6,120 
were  born  outside  the  British  Isles,  and  the  majority  of  these  came 
from  the  West  Indies  and  Asia. 

Births 

There  were  3105  live  births  during  the  year  to  residents  of 
West  Bromwich  giving  a  birth  rate  of  18.0  per  1,000  population 
and  the  number  of  births  and  the  birth  rate  for  the  last  10  years  is 
shown  in  the  following  table.  Of  the  total  of  315  births  (included 
in  the  above)  to  coloured  persons,  296  occurred  in  hospital  and 
19  at  home. 


Year 

Number  of  Births 

Birth  Rate  Per 

1,000  Population 

1957 

1,697 

18.2 

1958 

1,662 

17.8 

1959 

1,689 

17.9 

1960 

1,692 

18.0 

1961 

1,817 

18.9 

1962 

1,854 

19.1 

1963 

1,891 

19.4 

1964 

1,855 

19.0 

1965 

1,782 

18.1 

1966 

3,133 

18.2 

1967 

3,105 

18.0 
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The  Birth  Rate  in  1967  showed  a  slight  fall  from  1966. 

There  were  1587  boys  and  1518  girls  born  in  1967  and  of 
these  202  were  illegitimate  births,  giving  an  illegitimate  birth 
rate  per  1,000  live  births  of  65  compared  with  63  in  1966. 

Stillbirths 

The  total  number  of  stillbirths  to  West  Bromwich  residents 
was  50  giving  a  stillbirth  rate  of  16.0  per  1 ,000  live  and  still¬ 
births  compared  with  18.4  for  1966.  The  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  is  14.8. 

Deaths 

There  were  1731  deaths  of  West  Bromwich  residents  973  males 
and  758  females)  during  the  year,  1066  of  which  occurred  in 
persons  aged  65  years  and  over.  This  gives  a  crude  death  rate 
per  1,000  population  of  10.0.  If  this  is  corrected  by  use  of  the 
comparability  factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  to  take 
account  of  the  age  structure  of  the  population  in  relation  to  that 
nationally,  the  figure  is  14.2.  compared  with  15.3  for  1966. 

The  death  rate  (after  correction  to  allow  for  differences 
between  the  age  and  sex  structure  of  the  population  compared 
withthe  country  as  a  whole  at  14.2)  compares  very  favourably 
with  England  and  Wales  at  11.2. 

The  aifference  is  largely  deaths  in  men  associated  with 
bronchitis. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  causes  of  death 
over  the  last  10  years 


Summary  of  the  Principal  causes  of  death  for  the 
Years  1957  -  1967 


1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Cancer 

149 

151 

173 

174 

209 

154 

194 

190 

169 

306 

347 

Heart  Diseases 

249 

246 

247 

258 

222 

282 

231 

259 

298 

574 

568 

Pneumonia 

41 

41 

48 

44 

56 

73 

74 

98 

77 

125 

104 

Bronchitis  &  Other 
respiratory  diseases 

1  17 

97 

1  10 

93 

116 

82 

105 

88 

81 

197 

170 

Vascular  lesions 
Tuberculosis 

128 

1 1  1 

137 

156 

119 

108 

130 

138 

1 1 1 

244 

224 

Pulmonary 

13 

19 

15 

16 

1  1 

1  1 

7 

7 

6 

21 

20 

Non-Pulmonary 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

16 


A  particular  feature  of  death  rates  both  locally  and  nationally 
is  the  substantially  large  number  of  men  in  the  45/65  age  group 
compared  with  women  in  the  same  age  range.  Over  2  men  die  for 
every  death  of  a  woman  in  this  age  group.  The  predominant 
causes  ot  oeath  in  the  men  are  cancer  ot  the  lung  and  bronchus, 
coronary  thrombosis  and  bronchitis. 

Deaths  from  Cancer 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  deaths, 
localisation  of,  and  the  rate  per  cent  of  total  cancer  deaths  for 
certain  specified  sites  of  the  body. 


Number  of 

Deaths  During 

Rate  per  cent  of 
total  cancer  deaths 

1966 

1967 

1966 

1967 

Stomach 

46 

45 

15.0 

13.0 

Lungs  & 
Bronchus 

86 

102 

28.2 

29.4 

Breast 

28 

45 

9.2 

13.0 

Uterus 

9 

4 

2.9 

1.1 

Others 

137 

151 

44.7 

43.5 

306 

347 

100.0 

100.0 

Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  still  cause  concern.  Cancer 
of  the  breast  ih  women  has  also  been  a  cause  of  more  deaths 
than  in  1966. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death  rate  per  1,000  population 
from  this  disease  for  the  last  five  years. 

Cancer  of  the  Lung  and  bronchus 

Year  Death  rate  per 

1,000  population 

1962  0.49 

1963  0.48 

1964  0.57 

1965  0.43 

1966  0.50 

1967  0.59 

This  is  a  substantial  increase  on  1965  &  1966  . 
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Deaths  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  excluding 

Cancer  of  the  Lung 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  in  age  groups 
from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  svstem  in  men  and  women  during 
the  year*  The  number  of  deaths  of  West  Bromwich  residents  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  20  giving  a  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
death  rate  of  0.11  per  1,000  population  which  compares  with  0.12 
for  1966. 


Age  Group 

£ 

o 

CD 

u 

S' 

£ 

Tuber- 

M 

m 

o 

3 

O 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchiti  s 

Other 

PXs  eases  1 

w 

O 

|| 

|  > 

®  </> 

TOTALS 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

1= 

M  F 

Under  1  year 

4 

— 

— 

— 

A 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1  3 

1  4  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2  - 

5  —  14  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15—24  years 

1 

1 

25—34  years 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2  1 

35—44  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

45—54  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5 

1 

1  5 

4 

— 

1 

21  7 

55—64  years 

6 

1 

— 

— 

10 

1 

28 

3 

4 

1 

48  6 

65—74  years 

5 

— 

— 

— 

12 

9 

42 

13 

5 

— 

64  22 

'5  years  &  over 

1 

2 

— 

— 

23 

27 

17 

23 

5 

6 

46  58 

TOTALS 

16 

4 

— 

— 

54 

40 

102 

45 

15 

8 

187  97 

Certain  Causes  of  Death 

It  is  obvious  that  cancer  of  the  lung,  cancer  of  the  breast, 
cancer  of  the  stomach,  coronary  thrombosis  and  bronchitis  between 
them  are  responsible  for  many  of  the  deaths. The  latestprovisional 
figures  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  West  Bromwich,  given  as 
rates  per  thousand  population,  are  as  follows  :  — 


Types  of  Disease 

England  and  Wales 

West  Bromwich 

Cancer  of  the  Lung 

0.58 

0.59 

Cancer  of  the  breast 

0.21 

0.26 

Cancer  of  the  stomach 

0.26 

0.26 

Coronary  disease 

2.38 

1.87 

Bronchitis 

0.57 

0.85 
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In  comparing  these  rates,  attention  should  be  drawn  to  the 
size  of  England  and  Wales,  compared  with  the  County  Borough 
of  West  Bromwich  and  to  the  difference  that  the  operation  of 
chance  can  make. 

Infant  Mortality 

A  total  of  63  infants  whose  parents  iwere  normally  resident 
in  the  Borough  diea  during  the  year.  This  gives  an  infant  mortality 
rate  per  1,000  live  births  of  20.0.  The  equivalent  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  is  18.3.  Six  illegitimate  babies  died.  Of  the  total 
of  63  deaths  9  occurred  in  coloured  babies,  a  percentage  of 
14,2. 


The  following  table  shows  the  infant  deaths  in  age  groups 
over  the  period  of  the  last  ten  years: 


Year 

Under 

1  month 

1  -  3 

months 

3-6 

months 

6-9 

months 

9-12 

months 

Total 

Infant 
death 
rate  per 
1,000 
live 
births 

1957 

27 

3 

5 

3 

3 

41 

24 

1958 

18 

3 

2 

— 

— 

23 

14 

1959 

25 

3 

2 

— 

2 

32 

19 

1960 

20 

6 

6 

3 

1 

36 

21 

1961 

38 

5 

4 

1 

1 

49 

27 

1962 

27 

9 

8 

2 

1 

47 

25 

1963 

29 

6 

5 

2 

3 

45 

24 

1964 

22 

5 

6 

2 

1 

36 

19 

1965 

20 

6 

5 

3 

— 

34 

19 

1966 

35 

7 

8 

5 

2 

57 

18.1 

1967 

45 

6 

V 

7 

\ 

/■V 

3 

2 

63 

20.0 
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The  following  table  shows  the  infant  deaths  from  certain 
causes  during  the  year 


Cause  of  death 

Under 

1  -  3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

Total 

Under 

1  month 

months 

months 

months 

months 

1  year 

Accidents 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Influenza 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Bronchitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital 

malformation 

11 

2 

3 

1 

— 

17 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Prematurity  & 
other  cases 

31 

— 

- 

— 

— 

31 

Other  Infective  & 

1 

1 

Parasitic  Diseases 

Other  Defined  & 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

Ill-Defined  Diseases 

Gastro  -  enteritis 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

TOTALS 

45 

6 

7 

3 

2 

63 

Deaths  Under  Four  Weeks  of  Age 


There  were  45  deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks,  giving  a 
neonatal  mortality  rate  of  11.9  per  1,000  live  births  compared 
with  11.1  in  1966.  The  following  table  shows  the  age  at  which 
death  occurred  during  the  period  of  the  first  month. 


1st 

day 

2nd 

day 

3rd 

day 

4th 

day 

5th 

day 

6th 

day 

7th 

day 

1-2 

weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

Deaths 

under 

1  month 

16 

15 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

2 

45 

Perinatal  Mortality 

The  statistical  device  of  a  perinatal  mortality  rate  is  aimed 
at  taking  into  account  deaths  occurring  just  before  and  just 
after  the  process  of  birth  in  an  endeavour  to  give  a  total  idea  of 
the  loss  of  infant  life  at  about  the  time  of  birth.  Expressed 
statistically,  it  is  as  follows 
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(Deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life  -f  stillbirths)  x  1,000 
Total  births  (Both  live  and  still) 

The  figure  for  West  Bromwich  this  year  is  28.0  compared  with 
27.2  in  1966.  In  view  of  the  small  number  of  children  involved, 
infant  mortality  rates  are  unreliable  and  the  perinatal  death  rate 
may  give  a  better  idea  of  the  total  wastage  of  infant  life.  The 
figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  25.4. 


To  provide  a  comparison  of  the  various  rates  involved  in  the 
consideration  of  perinatal  mortality  the  following  table  gives  in¬ 
formation  for  each  of  the  last  five  years. 


Year 

Infant 
Mortal  ity 

Rate 

Neonatal 
Mortal  ity 
Rate 

Stillbirth 

Rate 

Perinatal 
Mortal  ity 
Rate 

1967 

20.0 

11.9 

16.0 

28.0 

1966 

18.1 

11.1 

19.9 

27.2 

1965 

19.0 

11.2 

21.4 

32.3 

1964 

19.4 

11.9 

19.6 

30.1 

1963 

23.8 

15.3 

19.2 

31.6 

1962 

25.4 

14.6 

15.9 

28.1 

Maternal  Mortality 


Three  deaths  in  pregnancv  occurred  in  1967. 

Suicide 

Fourteen  deaths  were  due  to  suicide  which  compares  with  16 
in  1966.  The  age  groups  and  sex  of  the  persons  concerned, 
together  with  the  methods  employed  are  shown  in  the  following 
table 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

AGE  GROUP 

15-44 

years 

45  -  64 

years 

65  years  & 

over 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Barbiturate  Poisonjng 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

Hanging 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coal  Gas  Poisoning 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Overdose  of  drugs 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Asprin  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Drowning 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Gunshot  Wounds 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

3 

1 

5 

3 

1 

1 
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Road  Accidents 

Twenty-five  deaths  were  due  to  road  accidents  compared 
with  23  in  1966.  The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups,  sex 
and  types  of  accident 


AGE  GROUP 

0  - 

14 

15  - 

44 

45  - 

64 

65  years  & 

TYPES  OF  ACCIDENT 

years 

years 

years 

over 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Pedestrian  struck  by 

Vehicle 

1 

3 

1 

3 

5 

1 

4 

4 

Motor  Scooter  col  1  ided 

1 

with  lorry 

Knocked  down  by  mo-ped 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Burried  by  Boulder 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

1 

3 

3 

3 

6 

1 

4 

4 

A  further  32  deaths  have  been  classified  by  the  Registrar 
General  as  due  to  accident,  4  of  which  are  known  to  have  occurred 
in  the  home.  Brief  details  are  given  in  the  fol lowing  table:  — 


AGE  GROUP 

0  - 

14 

15  - 

44 

45  - 

-  64 

65  years& 

years 

years 

years 

over 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

HOME 

Asphyxiated  in 

Baby  Chair 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  | 

Inhalation  of  Vomit 

Burns 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

—  ! 

Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fall  Downstairs 

Overlain  in  bed 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

Inhalation  of  gas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Fal  1  from  chair 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 
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PART  1 1 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Midwifery 

Health  Visiting 

Home  Nursing 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Ambulance 

Care  and  After  Care 

Chiropody 

Home  Help 

Cervical  Cytology 

Mental  Health 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 


Ante -Natal  Clinics 


The  Authority  ran  ante-natal  clinics,  at  which  post  natal 
examinations  were  also  carried  out,  at  the  following  centres 


West  Bromwich 


Walsal  I 
Tipton 

Wednesbury 


—  Boulton  Road 
Friar  Park 
Greets  Green 
Hamstead 
Highfields 
Hill  Top 
Stone  Cross 

—  Yew  Tree 

—  Birch  Street 
Central,  Horseley  Road 

—  Mesty  Croft 
Albert  Street 


The  clinics  were  staffed  by  nurses  from  the  local  authority 
and  medical  officers  from  the  hospital  service.  There  was  an 
average  of  52  sessions  per  month  held  during  the  year  with  an 
average  attendance  of  10  patients  per  session. 

Attendances 


1965 

1966 

1967 

New  Bookings 

Return  Visits 

Post  -  Natal 

708 

3,743 

25 

JAN  TO 
MARCH 

APRIL  TO 
DEC. 

TOTALS 

1 ,248 

5,454 

87 

199 

965 

3 

814 

3,290 

10 

1 ,013 

4,255 

13 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  mothers  attending 
and  attendances  made  for  Mothercraft  teaching  and  relaxation 
exercises  during  1967. 
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Centre 

Institutional 

Booked 

Domici  lary 
Booked 

Persons 

Attending 

Attend  ances 

Hill  Top  & 

Highf  ields 

34 

60 

94 

374 

Greets  Green 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Boulton  Road 

21 

30 

51 

226 

Friar  Park 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hamstead 

32 

31 

63 

291 

Hill  Lane 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yew  Tree  & 

Stone  Cross 

17 

46 

63 

398 

Hallam Hospital  * 

7 

— 

7 

27 

Birch  Street  * 

19 

1 

20 

31 

Central ,  Tipton 

25 

12 

37 

214 

Mesty  Croft 

33 

15 

48 

249 

Albert  Street 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  : 

188 

195 

383 

1810 

*  Mothercraft  Only 


24 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  place,  day,  total 
sessions  and  attendance  at  the  centre 


Place 

Day 

Total  Sessions 
dur  ing  the  year 

Tota  1  Attend  - 
ances  during 
the  year 

Boulton  Road 

Tuesday 

48 

4,750 

Thursday 

52 

Friar  Park 

Wednesday 

52 

2,105 

Hamstead 

Friday 

51 

4,005 

Wednesday 

34 

Greets  Green 

Wednesday 

52 

1 ,543 

H  ighf  ields 

Monday 

48 

4,487 

Thursday 

52 

Hill  Top 

Monday 

48 

2,938 

Thursday 

52 

Hill  Lane 

Monday 

48 

3,991 

Tuesday 

48 

*Stone  Cross 

Tuesday 

48 

3,973 

Friday 

48 

St.  Mary's  Hal  1 

Friday 

3 

47 

Yew  Tree 

Wednesday 

52 

3,308 

Friday 

50 

Birch  Street 

Tuesday 

48 

8,124 

Thursday 

52 

Central,  Tipton 

Monday 

48 

4,123 

Thursday 

52 

Burnt  Tree 

Wednesdays 

26 

865 

(alternate) 

Ocker  Hill 

Tuesday 

48 

4,825 

Wednesdays 

26 

(alternate) 

Mesty  Croft 

Monday 

48 

8,860 

Wednesdays 

52 

Friday 

50 

Albert  Street 

Tuesday 

52 

3,758 

Thursday 

48 

Chapel  Lane 

Thursday 

52 

1 ,933 

TOTALS: 

1388 

63,635 

*  The  Sessions  held  on  Fridays  were  transferred  to  St.  Mary's  Hall 
on  the  1st  December,  1967. 

Attendances  at  all  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  show  a  substantial  rise. 
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Each  centre  was  staffed  by  health  visitors  and  nurses  and  a 
medical  officer  employed  by  the  authority,  and  valuable  assistance 
was  given  at  some  clinics  by  voluntary  workers. 

Vaccinations  against  smallpox  and  poliomyelitis,  together 
with  triple  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and 
tetanus  was  carried  out  at  the  centres. 

Further  details  of  the  numbers  of  children  attending  the 
centres  are  given  below 


First  Attenda 

nces 

Subsequent  Atten 

dances 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Children  between 
0—1  year 

1 ,789 

2,705 

3,100 

20,970 

32,097 

40,041 

Children  between 

1  —  2  years 

27 

92 

114 

4,259 

8,574 

10,421 

Children  between 

2  —  5  years 

38 

110 

164 

2,482 

6,858 

9,829 

Baby  Foods 

There  was  a  central  attribution  centre  open  during  office 
hours  each  aay  for  the  distribution  of  baby  food,  orange  juice  and 
cod  liver  oil,  and  supplies  were  also  avai  lable  at  all  infant  centres 
in  the  Borough. 

The  fol lowing  quantities  were  i ssued  to  beneficiaries 


1965 

1966 

1967 

National  Dried  Milk 

373  tins  free 

5,380  tins  at  2/4d 
3,126  tins  at  4/- 

504 

6,513 

5,103 

509 

5,527 

5,570 

TOTAL  :: 

8,879 

12,120 

1 1 ,606 

Orange  Juice 

1 9,629  bottles  at  1  /6d 
2, 1 16  bottles  free 

28,846 

2,974 

33,397 

3,737 

TOTAL  : 

21,745 

31,820 

37,134 
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Cod  Liver  Oil 

1 ,478  bottles  at  1  s.Od. 
655  bottles  free 

1,801 

1,034 

2,001 

1,163 

TOTAL  : 

2,133 

2,835 

3,164 

Vitamin  Tablets 

1 ,064  packets  at  6d. 

97  packets  free 

1,371 

91 

1,410 

65 

TOTAL : 

1,161 

1,462 

1,475 

Free  issues  are  made  on  production  of  vouchers  obtained 
through  the  Ministry  of  Social  Security. 

Issues  of  National  Dried  Milk  at  2s.  4d.  are  made  on  the 
production  of  welfare  foods  vouchers  obtained  from  the  Ministry 
of  Social  Security. 

A  total  of  136,214  items  of  various  proprietory  foods  was 
sold  giving  an  income  of£16,269.  The  price  in  each  case  was 
the  cost  to  the  Corporation  plus  10%,  and  usually  was  less  than 
the  normal  retail  price. 
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DENTAL  SERVICES  FOR  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS 
AND  CHILDREN  UNDER  5  YEARS  ANNUAL  REPORT 


The  Principal  School  Dental  Officer,  Mr.  Cuzner,  Reports 

"The  most  significant  events  during  1967  were  tne  opening 
of  a  dental  clinic  at  Horseley  Road,  Tipton,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  and  the  eventual  opening  of  the  new  Central  Dental  Clinic 
at  the  rear  of  Highfields  in  August.  There  were  many  difficulties 
with  our  dental  surgery  assistants  during  the  year  due  to  illness, 
pregnancy  and  resignations.  This  and  the  upheaval  associated 
with  moving  our  headquarters  from  Hill  Top  to  the  centre  of  the 
town  did  affect  our  work  to  some  extent. 

Generally  speaking  the  amount  of  work  done  for  these  classes 
of  patients  has  changed  little  since  the  previous  year.  There  has, 
however,  been  a  fall  in  the  number  of  fillings  done  and  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  extractions.  This  is  accounted  for  to  some  extent 
by  our  starting  to  work  in  Tipton,  an  area  without  a  Local  Authority 
dental  service  for  many  years. 

Our  inspection  of  3  year-old  children  and  the  health  talks  to 
the  mothers  has  continued  but  unfortunately  it  has  not  proved 
possible  to  start  this  service  in  Tipton. 

When  the  staffing  situation  improves  and  there  are  clinics 
readily  available  to  the  inhabitants  of  Tipton  and  Wednesbury 
this  side  of  our  work  will  become  much  more  important." 

The  following  table  shows  forms  of  treatment  given  and  the 
number  of  mothers  and  young  children  provided  with  dental  care 
during  1967 
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CHILDREN  EXPECTANT  & 

0-4  (incl)  NURSING 

MOTHERS 


1966  1967  1966  1967 


Attendances  &  Treatment 


First  Visits 

299 

265 

43 

64 

Subsequent  Visits 

212 

107 

91 

148 

Total  Visits 

511 

372 

134 

212 

No.  of  additional  courses  of 
treatment  other  than  the  first 
course  commenced  during  year 

19 

6 

3 

3 

Treatments  provided  during  the  year:  — 

Number  of  fillings 

303 

162 

47 

52 

Teeth  f i  1  led 

313 

161 

43 

51 

Teeth  extracted 

385 

582 

146 

270 

General  Anaesthetics  given 

213 

225 

21 

49 

Emergency  visits  by  patients 

106 

154 

8 

30 

Patients  X-rayed 

2 

— 

5 

— 

Patients  treated  by  scaling 
and/or  removal  of  stains 

Teeth  otherwise  conserved 

11 

15 

5 

10 

17 

11 

Teeth  Root  f i  1  led 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inlays 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Crowns 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Number  of  Courses  of  Treatment 
completed  during  the  year 

192 

181 

37 

44 

Inspections  —  No.  of  patients  given 

first  inspections  during  year 

466 

490 

17 

34 

No.  of  patients  who  required  treatment 

215 

262 

16 

31 

No.  of  patients  who  were  offered 
treatment 

213 

249 

16 

31 

Prosthetics  —  Patients  supplied  with 

F.U.  or  F.L.  (1  st  time)  7 

Patients  supplied  with  other  dentures  14 

Number  of  dentures  supplied  22 

Anaesthetics  —  General  Anaesthetics 

administered  by  Dental  Off  icers  2 


4 

12 

26 

1 


Sessions  —  No.  of  Dental  Officer  Sessions  (  i.e.  equivelant 
complete  half  days)  devoted  to  maternity  and 
child  welfare  patients  : 


For  treatment  104.9  78.0 

For  Health  Education  2.0  0.6 
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Babies  born  with  Congenital  Defects 

Cases  of  congenital  malformations  noted  at  birth  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  reported  by  midwives  on  birth  notification  cards  which 
have  been  suitably  printed  to  accommodate  the  additional  inform¬ 
ation.  The  appropriate  returns  have  been  made  to  the  Registrar 
General . 

During  the  year  55  babies  were  notified  and  all  the  returns 
were  scrutinised  by  a  medical  officer  of  the  department.  If 
necessarythe  babies  werevisited.  Afterthe  doctors'  investigations, 
8  babies  were  not  considered  to  be  malformed,  leaving  a  total  in 
the  year  of  47  three  of  which  were  stillborn. 

The  babies  mentioned  in  the  previous  paragraph  who  were 
born  with  congenital  abnormalities  were  all  entered  on  the  "At 
Risk  Register",  which  also  contains  the  names  of  all  babies  who, 
on  account  of  fami  ly  history,  illness  of  the  mother  during  pregnancy, 
or  difficult  birth,  are  considered  to  be  in  danger  of  developing 
handicapping  conditions. 

These  children  are  followed-up  at  regular  intervals  so  that 
any  abnormality  of  development  can  be  investigated  at  the  earliest 

opportunity,  and  arrangements  made  for  the  appropriate  treatment 
to  be  obtainea  or  for  special  schooling  or  training  to  be  given. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers 

A  total  of  208  illegitimate  births  (202  Live  &  6  Sti 1 1)  during 
1967  representing  6.5%  of  the  total  births  was  recorded  in  respect 
of  women  normally  resident  in  the  Borough. 

Of  these  1  75  cases  were  dealt  with  by  the  Moral  Welfare 
Worker  of  the  Lichfield  Diocesan  Association  for  Moral  Welfare 
Work,  and  the  Case  Worker  of  the  Association  reports  on  the  work 
for  the  year  as  follows  :  — 

Seventy-Five  mothers  wh©  had  illegitimate  babies  in  1967 
sought  help  from  the  Moral  Welfare  Worker.  In  addition  twenty-six 
mothers  with  illegitimate  babies  born  before  1967,  were  helped  in 
making  plans  for  babies.  Twenty-eight  expectant  mothers  whose 
babies  were  due  to  be  born  in  1968  have  had  arrangements  made 
for  their  confinements.  This  makes  a  total  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  cases  requiring  help  during  1967. 
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Forty-three  mothers  were  accommodated  in  Diocesan  Homes 
and  one  in  own  home,  with  thirty  having  had  hospital  confinements. 
One  mother  died  before  her  baby  was  born. 

Six  of  the  cases  concerned  married  women,  five  were  legally 
separated  from  their  husbands,  and  one  divorced. 

The  ages  of  the  mothers  ranged  between  14  and  49  and  are 
listed  as  follows 

Aged  14—2  Aged  15—6  Aged  16—9  Aged  17—10  Aged  18—8 

Aged  19—6  Aged  20—7  Aged  21—5  Aged  22/27  —13 

Aged  28/34  -  7  Aged  35/40  -2. 

The  ages  of  the  putative  fathers  ranged  between  15  and  40; 
50  were  single  men,  14  married  men  and  the  details  of  6  men  are 
not  known.  3  legally  separated. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  putative  fathers  have  been  inter¬ 
viewed  with  the  result  that  eleven  private  maintenance  agreements 
were  signed,  and  three  affiliation  orders.  No  girls  married  the 
putative  fathers  and  no  girl  is  co-habiting  with  the  putative  father 
of  her  chi  Id. 

The  babies  were  placed  as  follows 

1  Miscarriage 

1  In  care  of  Local  Authority 
33  With  mother  at  home 

Nil  With  parents  married 
Nil  With  parents  co-habiting 

26  Have  been  adopted  through  this  Association 

2  Children  are  with  mother  in  Hospital 

2  Babies  were  stillborn 

2  Privately  adopted 

3  With  foster  parents 

2  Babies  still  in  Diocesan  Home 

2  Babies  died  -  one  before  birth. 

A  total  of  approximately  760  visits  has  been  made  in  connection 
with  the  129  cases  under  care.  In  addition  the  homes  of  29 
prospective  adopters'have  been  visited  and  reported  and 33  babies 
were  visited  after  they  i|*ad  been  placed  for  adoption,  girls 
conveyed  to  homes  and  accompanied  when  they  have  had  to  appear 
in  Court  or  to  have  their  signatures  witnessed  when  consenting  to 
an  Adoption  Order  being  made. 
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We  wish  to  express  our  gratitude  for  the  help  and  advicegiven 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  staff." 

The  number  of  cases  helped  increased  to  75  from  64  in  1966. 


Family  Planning 

The  Secretary  of  the  West  Bromwich  Branch  of  the  Family 
Planning  Association  reports  as  follows  on  the  work  for  1967. 

"Since  last  year's  report  we  have  moved  into  our  newpremises 
at  Control  House,  and  for  economic  reasons  we  had  to  bring  our 
Stone  Cross  Cl  inics  into  the  Centre  as  well  as  those  at  Bratt  Street. 
The  debate  continues  in  our  Committees  as  to  whether  our  resources 
are  best  directed  to  a  Centre  giving  a  comprehensive  and  we  hope 
first-rate  service  or  to  take  the  clinics  to  the  people  in  their  own 
localities.  Our  present  efforts  are  a  compromise.  We  do  find  that 
there  are  still  a  number  of  people  who  prefer  to  go  to  a  clinic 
that  is  not  on  their  doorstep  for  family  planning  advice. 

We  now  hold  weekly  clinics  on  Monday  Evening,  Wednesday 
afternoon  and  Thursday  morning  and  140  clinic  sessions  were 
held  in  1967.  We  had  512  new  patients  of  whom  the  majority  came 
through  personal  recommendation,  although  there  are  an  increasing 
number  of  patients  to  whom  this  service  is  part  of  their  general 
knowledge.  The  majority  of  our  patients,  including  pre-maritals, 
had  no  children  and  most  patients  were  in  the  20—24  age  group  — 
the  smallest  number  came  from  the  under  20  group.  During  the 
year  357  smears  were  taken  of  which  none  were  positive.  Non 
F.P.A.  patients  are  charged  £1  for  this  service. 

Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic 

The  ultra  violet  light  clinics  were  held  on  Monday  and  Thursday 
afternoons  at  the  Highfields  School  Clinic  and  on  Monday  and 
Thursday  mornings  at  Central  Clinic,  Tipton. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  children  receiving 
artificial  sunlight  treatment  during  the  year 
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Number  of  children 
on  register  at 

31st  December,  1967 

Number  of 
attendances 
during  the  year 

Pre-school 
chi  Idren 

4 

36 

School 
chi  Idren 

28 

589 

TOTALS 

32 

625 

Day  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders 

The  Council  have  no  day  nursery  operating  in  the  Borough 
and  at  the  end  of  the  yearthere  were  three  registered  child  minders. 

Visits  of  inspection  were  carried  out  monthly. 

This  does  not  appear  to  represent  the  total  amount  of  minding 
of  children  for  reward  that  occurs  in  the  Borough,  but  actual  proof 
of  other  cases  is  lacking. 
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MIDWIFERY 


Staff 

Mothers  being  confined  at  home  were  cared  for  by  24  midwives 
and  4  part-time  maternity  nurses  employed  by  the  Council.  There 
is  also  a  non-medical  supervisor  of  midwives. 

Midwifery  Service 

Mothers  who  were  confined  in  their  own  homes  were  attended 

by  the  full-time  midwives  who  were  assisted  in  the  post-natal  care 
of  their  patients  by  the  part-time  midwives.  All  the  midwives  are 
trained  to  use  the  different  types  of  inhalational  analgesia  as 
authorised  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board  and  an  adequate  supply 
of  equipment  is  available  to  meet  their  requirements. 

Each  mother  was  visited  in  her  home  for  a  minimum  of  10  days 
following  her  confinement,  but  there  is  no  restriction  on  the  number 
of  visits  a  midwife  may  give  to  her  patient  during  that  period  or  up 
to  the  28th  day  of  the  pueperium  if  necessary. 

General  Arrangements 

TTrere  is  a  night  rota  service  in  operation  which  is  covered 
by  radio  control  by  the  co-operation  of  the  ambulance  personnel. 
There  were  4  mitlwiives  on  call  each  night  from  6.00  p.m.  to  6.00 
a.m.  and  4  more  on  efriprgency  call  if  required.  All  midwifery 
calls  between  those  hours  jare  received  by  the  ambulance  control 
and  then  passed  on  to  a  midwife.  Each  midwife  on  call  is  provided 
with  a  radio  which  enables  her  to  maintain  contact  with  the 
Ambulance  Station  when  she  is  not  availavle  by  telephone. 

This  working  pattern  has  proved  very  successful  and  also 
enables  the  staff  to  have  standard  working  hours. 

Expectant  mothers,  when  making  bookings  for  their  domiciliary 
confinements,  are  issued  with  written  instructions  on  how  and 
where  they  can  obtain  the  services  of  a  midwife  when  required. 

Distribution  of  Confinements 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  births  between 
home  and  hospital  over  the  last  ten  years 
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HOSPITAL 

HOME 

1956 

834 

768 

1957 

1,015 

719 

1958 

1  ,012 

746 

1959 

930 

795 

1960 

1 ,019 

783 

1961 

1 ,081 

786 

1962 

1,127 

807 

1963 

1 ,206 

766 

1964 

1,170 

700 

1965 

1,184 

605 

1966 

2,257 

929 

1967 

2,227 

935 

A  total  of  3503  births  occurred  in  West  Bromwich  during  1967 
of  which  3162  were  to  persons  who  gave  a  home  address  in  the 
town  when  making  arrangements  for  the  confinement.  The  final 
number  of  births  registered  to  permanent  residents  as  published  by 
the  Registrar  General  was  3155. 

This  year  70%  of  confinements  of  West  Bromwich  mothers 
occurred  in  hospital  and  30%  at  home. 

Statutory  Notification 

The  number  of  midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  practice 
within  the  County  Borough  during  the  year  1967,  were 

a)  Domiciliary  34 

b)  Hospital  employed  25 

c)  General  Practitioner  Unitsl5 

There  were  no  midwives  in  private  practice  within  the  County 
Borough  during  1967. 

Work  of  the  Domiciliary  Midwife 

The  number  of  midwives  employed  by  the  authority  at  the  end 
of  1967  was 

1  non-medical  supervisor  of  midwives 
24  full-time  midwives 
4  part-time  midwives 
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Work  of  the  Municipal  Midwives 

Municipal  midwives  attended  928  confinements  and  of  these 
7  refer  to  persons  confined  in  the  area,  but  whose  normal  place  of 
residence  was  outside  the  Borough.  Each  mother  was  visited 
twice  daily  for  the  first  four  days  after  delivery,  and  then  daily 
up  to  the  tenth  day.  Visits  made  by  the  midwives  are  summarised 
as  fol  lows 


Ante-natal  visits 

Nursing  visits  during  the 
puerperium  and  post-natal 
period  (including  early 
discharges  from  hospital). 


1964 

4,347 

13,768 

18,115 


1965 

4,384 

14,868 

19,252 


1966 

7,338 

18,284 

25,622 


1967 

5,573 

22,936 

28,509 


Early  Discharge  From  Hospital 

A  total  of  2,231  mothers  who  were  delivered  in  hospitals 
were  discharged  home  before  the  10th  day  to  be  attended  by 
domiciliary  midwives.  Of  these  270  were  discharged  on  or  by  the 
2nd  day  and  253  on  or  by  the  5th  day.  Considerable  additional 
work  is  placed  on  the  municipal  midwives  by  the  fact  that  1,324 
mothers  (60%)  were  discharged  from  the  hospital  on  or  by  the  7th 
day. 


The  number  of  early  discharges  from  consultant  and  general 
practitioner  units  has  continued  to  increase  and,  consequently, 
has  provided  many  more  beds  for  the  special  categories  of  expect¬ 
ant  mothers  where  delivery  in  specialised  units  was  desirable. 
Inevitably  the  number  of  domiciliary  confinements  has  lessened, 
but  nevertheless,  the  work  of  the  midwife  has  increased  considerably 
in  other  aspects  of  her  duty. 

Assessment  for  confinements  in  maternity  units  on  social 

grounds  was  dealt  with  through  the  domiciliary  midwifery  service. 
Where  hospital  confinement  is  desirable  on  medical  grounds, 
the  expectant  mother  is  referred  to  a  consultant  obstetrician  by 
the  general  practitioner. 


36 


Ante-Natal  Facilities 

Fifteen  ante-natal  clinics  are  held  at  various  Centres  each 
week;  9  have  a  doctor  in  attendance  assisted  by  a  midwife,  6  are 
conducted  by  the  midwives  only  and  there  is  one  midwife  attach¬ 
ment  to  a  general  practitioner  at  his  surgery. 

Expectant  mothers  booked  for  home  confinements  who  do  not 
attend  the  ante-natal  clinic  receive  ante-natal  care  in  their  homes 
by  the  midwife  and  also  attend  their  general  practitioner. 

Parentcraft  Classes 

Eight  parentcraft  classes  are  held  each  week.  These  are 
conducted  jointly  by  the  Midwife  and  the  Health  Visitor. 

Premature  Baby  Equipment 

A  special  incubator  is  available  to  convey  babies  born 
prematurely  at  home  to  the  Premature  Baby  Unit..  This  equipment 
is  kept  in  readiness  at  the  Ambulance  Station  and  conveyed  to  the 
home  when  requested  by  the  midwife. 

Training  of  Pupil  Midwives 

Due  to  the  problem  of  suitable  residential  accommodation, 
only  one  pupil  midwife  could  be  accepted  for  the  domiciliary  part 
of  her  training  during  the  year.  The  Maternity  Unit  in  Hallam 
Hospital,  in  addition  to  being  a  Part  1  Midwifery  Training  School, 
is  applying  for  approval  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board  as  a  Part 
II  Training  School  and  will  provide  residential  accommodation  for 
pupil  midwives  throughout  the  Part  II  period  of  their  training. 

Teaching  Midwives 

There  are  3  approved  teaching  District  Midwives  on  the  staff 
and  an  application  has  been  made  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board 
for  the  approval  of  two  more. 

Post-graduate  Courses 

In  accordance  with  the  statutory  requirements  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board,  7  domiciliary  midwives  attended  post-graduate 
Courses  during  1967.  A  number  of  lectures  were  also  given  to  the 
midwives  during  the  year  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Post  Registration 
Nurse  Training  Committee  and  also  the  consultant  obstetrician  and 
Consultant  Paediatrician  at  Hallam  Hospital. 


; 
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Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  three  deaths  of  West  Bromwich  residents  attributable 
to  pregnancy  during  1967. 

Cases  of  Potential  Difficulty 

Certain  special  categories  of  expectant  mothers  should, 
wherever  possible,  have  their  babies  in  hospital  for  medical 
reasons.  The  following  figure  representing  such  cases  confined 
at  home  during  1966  show  that  this  ideal  is  far  from  reached. 
The  figures  for  hospital  confinements  of  these  special  categories 
are  also  given 


HOME 

HOSPITAL 

1  .  Primipara  over  30  years  of  age 

6 

47 

2.  Multipara  over  40  years  of  age 

5 

39 

3.  Women  in  their  fourth  or 

122 

414 

subsequent  pregnancy 

The  domestic  problems  of  women  having  their  fourth  or  sub¬ 
sequent  pregnancy  are  often  so  considerable  as  to  militate  against 
delivery  in  hospital.  The  Home  Help  Service  does  not  meet  all 
the  needs  of  such  matters  and  its  use  can  be  quite  expensive  in 
such  cases. 
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HEALTH  VISITING 


Staff 

At  the  end  of  December,  1967,  the  staff  consisted  of  the 
Principal  Nursing  Officer,  Deputy  Principal  Nursing  Officer  and 
14  out  of  an  establishment  of  29  Health  Visitors  (which  includes 
5  group  advisors).  The  equivalent  at  414  full-time  nurses  are 
employed  in  place  of  Health  Visitors  but  their  activity  is  limited 
to  work  in  schools  and  clinics.  There  are  in  addition  10  school 
nurses  working  entirely  in  schools. 

Health  Visitors  perform  joint  duties,  working  both  as  school 
nurses  and  as  Health  Visitors.  Approximately  35%  of  their  time  is 
given  to  the  School  Health  Service. 

General  Arrangements 

The  County  Borough  is  divided  into  three  areas,  with  Senior 
Health  Visitors  attached  to  each  area  working  under  the  general 
supervision  of  the  Principal  Nursing  Officer.  Within  these  three 
areas  each  Health  Visitor  has  her  own  District  and  carries  out 
the  visiting  of  infants  and  young  children  up  to  the  age  of  five 
and  also  visits  to  any  members  of  the  family  depending  on  the 
need.  There  is  close  liaison  with  the  hospital  for  thefol lowing- 
up  of  chi Idren. 

An  arrangement  exists  with  the  Consultant  Physician  in 
charge  of  wards  for  the  chronic  sick,  in  West  Bromwich  only, 
whereby  he,  together  with  the  Principal  Nursing  Officer,  visits 
the  homes  of  elderly  persons  awaiting  admission  so  that  an  ass¬ 
essment  can  be  made  both  of  the  medical  and  social  urgency  in  an 
endeavour  to  use  the  beds  to  the  best  advantage,  and  deploy  the 
domiciliary  services  effectively. 


Home  Visits 

The  Health  Visitors'  time  is  divided  between  work  in  clinics 
and  home  visits.  Details  of  the  latter  over  the  last  five  years 
are  as  fo Mows  :  — 
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Analysis  of  Home  Visits 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1st  Qr 

2-4  Qrs 

T  ota  i 

First  visit  to  births 

1,859 

1 .670 

1 ,540 

455 

2,512 

2,967 

3,067 

Re-visits  to  chi  Idren 
under  1 2  months 

4,1  l  6 

3,828 

3,634 

540 

4,536 

5,076 

7,050 

Re-visits  to  children 

1  —  5  years 

7389 

7,070 

6,557 

1  .324 

1  1  ,433 

1  2,757 

1  6.1  26 

Visits  to  cases  of 
infectious  diseases 

21 

73 

15 

8 

7 

15 

110 

Visits  to  expectant 
mothers 

234 

251 

117 

23 

333 

356 

482 

Other  Visits  (including 
Tuberculosis) 

938 

1 .183 

769 

201 

1  ,450 

1 .651 

4,404 

B.C.G.  Vaccinations 

1 

1 

7 

— 

3 

3 

67 

TOTALS 

1 4,  55E 

14,079 

12,639 

2,551 

20,274 

22,825 

31 ,306 

During  1967,  a  total  of  4,998  visits  that  were  made  were  fruit¬ 
less  because  there  was  nobody  at  home.  It  is  difficult  to  reduce 
this  number.  Visits  by  appointment  are  difficultto  arrange  because 
of  the  fluctuating  calls  for  the  Health  Visitors. 

At  the  end  of  December  the  Health  Visitors'  case  load  of 
children  under  the  age  of  five  years  was  10.980. 

Diabetic  Clinic 

A  Health  Visitor  attended  the  diabetic  clinic  held  in  the  West 
Bromwich  District  Hospital  and  was  responsible  for  liaison  with 
the  Hospital  Consultant  and  helping  to  see  that  the  patients  were 
able  to  carry  out  the  instructions  given  them  concerning  diet, 
and  also  informing  the  other  appropriate  agents  concerned. 

Liaison  with  Other  Agencies 

Work  with  General  Practitioners:  — 

One  Health  Visitor  has  been  attached  to  a  general  practice 

Work  with  Hospitals:— 

The  Principal  Nursing  Officer  works  closely  with  the  Con¬ 
sultant  Physician  having  charge  cf  the  geriatric  beds  in  West 
Bromwich,  accompanying  him  on  his  domiciliary  visit  to  help  by 
arranging  for  care  at  home.  The  paediatric  Group  Adviser  Clinic 
is  attended  by  our  Group  Advisor. 
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The  limiting  factor  is  the  shortage  of  health  visitors  (at 
present  50%  under  establishment!).  With  adequate  and  suitable 
staff,  time  could  be  found  to  pursue  the  opportunities  of  /  joint 
working  within  the  National  Health  Service  to  the  benefit  of  the 
patients. 
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HOME  NURSING 


Staff 

The  following  staff  were  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year:- 


Men  Women 

Principal  Nursing  Officer  —  1 

Supervisor  of  District  Nurses  /  Health  Visitors  —  1 

State  Registered  Nurses  :  Full-time  4  20 

General  Arrangements 


The  District  Nurses  work  under  the  supervision  of  the  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses  (who  is  also 
Deputy  Principal  Nursing  Officer)  who  allocates  and  organises 
their  duties,  under  the  direction  of  the  principal  Nursing  Officer. 
Requests  for  nursing  assistance  are  made  by  general  practitioners 
to  the  Health  Department  and  Field  Centres  and  arrangements  are 
also  made  for  the  continuation  of  treatment  after  a  patient's  dis¬ 
charge  from  hospital.  The  nurses  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the 
family  doctors  regarding  treatment.  Evening  calls  are  covered  by 
a  rota  of  nurses. 


Cases  Nursed 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  number  of  nurses 
employed,  the  number  of  visits  and  the  number  of  new  cases  over 
each  of  the  past  five  years 


Year 

Average  number 
of  Nuses  Empl yd. 

Number  of 
new  cases 

Total  Number  of 
Visits 

1961 

11 1/2 

822 

30,359 

1962 

12 

772 

30,169 

1963 

13 

782 

30,957 

1964 

13 

708 

31.890 

1965 

13 

726 

36,155 

1966 

23 

1213 

60,392 

1967 

24 

1227 

65,742 

Of  the  1685  patients  nursed  during  1967,1411  were  referred 
by  general  practitioners, 269  by  hospitals  and  5  were  transferred 
from  another  area. 
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The  work  carried  out  month  by  month  was  as  follows 


Number  of  patients  j 
being  nursed  at 
the  beginning  of 
month 

New 

Cases 

N  umber  of  p  at  i e nts 
being  nursed  at 
the  end  of 
month 

Nursing 

visits 

January 

458 

113 

477 

5696 

February 

477 

108 

493 

5011 

March 

493 

90 

486 

5280 

Apri  1 

486 

119 

496 

5553 

May 

496 

114 

501 

6041 

June 

501 

98 

502 

5513 

July 

502 

83 

489 

5462 

August 

489 

86 

497 

5509 

September 

497 

91 

480 

5220 

October 

480 

97 

474 

5332 

November 

474 

119 

488 

5536 

December 

488 

109 

488 

5589 

Training  of  District  Nurses 

By  arrangement  with  the  five  neighbouring  County  Boroughs, 
it  is  proposed  to  establish  again  the  joint  training  centre  for 
the  training  of  future  District  Nurses. 

* 

The  appointed  tutor  will  introduce  a  comprehensive  prog¬ 
ramme  covering  all  aspects  of  work  undertaken  by  the  Nurse  on 

the  district. 

It  is  also  envisaged  that  refresher  courses  will  be  available 
in  the  near  future  for  the  existing  qualified  staff. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


The  recommended  timetable  for  immunisation  and  vaccination 
of  infants  was  as  follows  for  the  major  portion  of  the  year:— 


2  —  4  months 


Three  injections,  against  whooping  cough 
diphtheria  and  tetanus  at  monthly  intervals. 


7  —  9  months 


Oral  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis 
—  3  doses 


12  months  —  2  years  Vaccination  against  smallpox 

18— 20  months  One  booster  injection  against  whooping 

cough,  diphtheria  and  tetanus 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  timetable  was  introduced:- 


6  months  of  age 


8  months 


Combined  Vaccine  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough  and  tetanus  with  one 
dose  of  oral  polio  vaccine. 


-ditto- 


1  4  months 


-ditto- 


12  months  to  2  years  Vaccination  against  smallpox 

5  years  or  entry  to  school  Combined  vaccine  against  diphtheria 

and  tetanus  with  an  oral  polio  vaccine. 
Two  weeks  later,  smallpox  re-vaccination. 


Only  disposable  syringes  are  used  in  the  Local  Authority 
Services. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox 


Vaccination  of  infants  against  smallpox  is  carried  out  at 
the  infant  welfare  centres  and  by  general  practitioners.  The 
number  of  primary  vaccinations  in  children  under  five  years  of 
age  is  shown  in  the  following  table 


Age  at  date  of 
vaccination 

Under 

1  year 

1  year 

2-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

Total 

Number  vaccinated 
(primary) 

144 

853 

308 

83 

1388 

Number 

re-vaccinated 

2 

21 

15 

5 

43 
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A  total  of  201  persons  over  15  years  of  age  was  vaccinated 
or  re-vaccinated.  The  following  table  shows  the  acceptance  for 
children  under  the  age  of  five  years  compared  with  the  estimated 
population  in  that  age  group:— 


Year 

Number  Vaccinated 

Estimated  Population 

1967 

1305 

14,080 

1966 

1393 

14,080 

1965 

678 

8,000 

1964 

677 

8,000 

1963 

330 

8,000 

1962 

1968 

8,000 

1961 

450 

7,849  (Census) 

The  greatly  increased  figure  for  1962  was  due  to  the  occurr¬ 
ence  of  a  case  of  smallpox  in  the  town  and  a  number  of  cases 
elsewhere  in  the  country,  and  the  increase  in  1966  was  due  to  the 
need  of  evidence  of  recent  vaccination  for  intending  travellers 
abroad.  This  need  arose  because  of  a  few  mild  cases  of  smallpox 
in  England. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus. 

Protection  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  is 
freely  available  to  all  children  at  the  local  authority  clinics  and 
from  family  doctors. 

A  total  of  2,354  infants  was  given  protection  againstdiphtheria 
during  the  year  and  a  total  of  2,143  reinforcement  injections  was 
given  to  school  children.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1966 
were  2,371  and  2,758  respectively. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  who  were 
vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  during  the  year:— 

Primary  Immunisation 


i 

AGE  GROUP 

NO.  OF  PERSONS  WHO  HAVE  RECEIVED  THIRD 

DOSE  OF  ORAL  VACCINE 

0  -  1 

650 

1  -  2 

1405 

2-15 

797 

Others 

24 

T  ot  a  1  s 

2876 
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The  number  of  persons  given  a  reinforcing  dose  or  oral  vac¬ 
cine  after  primary  immunisations  with  sa  Ik  or  oral  vaccine  was  2981 . 

The  foregoing  immunisation  figures  show  an  unsatisfactory 
state  of  affairs  with  room  for  improvement.  With  a  staff  of  health 
visitors  well  below  establishment  improvement  will  be  difficult 
to  achieve.  The  usual  methods  of  publicity  have  been  used,  but 
individual  visits  are  necessary  to  persuade  some  parents. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION  OF  CHILDREN 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentages  for  West  Bromwich 
together  with  the  equivalent  national  figures 


Children  born  in  1966 

SMALLPOX 
(CHILDREN 
UNDER  2) 

(4) 

WHOOPING 

COUGH 

m 

DIPHTHERIA 

(2) 

POLIO¬ 

MYELITIS 

(3) 

England  &  Wales 

73 

75 

71 

39 

West  Bromwich 

72 

73 

68 

35 

The  figures  in  columns  (1)  -  (3)  are  calculated  to  show  the 
percentage  of  children  born  in  1966  who  have  been  vaccinated 
at  any  time. 

Column  4  includes  only  children  who  were  vaccinated  during 
1967  and  were  under  2  years  old  at  the  time  and  is  calculated 
as  a  percentage  of  children  born  during  1966.  This  is  considered 
to  give  a  reasonable  estimate  of  the  proportion  of  young  children 
being  vaccinated  against  smallpox. 
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B.C.G.  VACCINATION 

B.C.G. Vaccination  continued  to  be  offered  to  children  in  the 
former  Borough  of  West  Bromwich  who  reached  the  age  of  13 
years,  and  vaccination  was  re-offered  to  all  children  aged  15 
years  who  had  not  received  it  previously. 

Children  residing  in  the  added  areas  of  the  borough,  which 

& 

had  formerly  been  part  of  Staffordshire,  had  been  given  B.C.G. 
Vaccination  at  approximately  11  years  of  age  and  were  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  West  Bromwich  scheme  in  1966.  In  the  Autumn  of 
1967  vaccination  was  commenced  in  these  areas  and  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  four  schools  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Unfortunately  complete  records  were  not  available  from 
Staffordshire  because  the  new  boundaries  did  not  conform  strictly 
to  any  area  boundaries  of  the  County  Council.  Where  there 
was  evidence  of  previous  B.C.G.  Vaccination,  children  were 
excluded  from  the  scheme,  but  as  had  been  expected  some  were 
given  the  skin  test  who  were  later  found  to  have  had  B.C.G. 
This  undoubtedly  affected  the  positive  skin  test  rate  which  has 
risen  from  7.2%  in  1966  to  11.1%  in  1967,  although  it  is  difficult 
to  assess  to  what  extent  this  factor  is  responsible.  If  the 
schools  in  the  added  areas  are  excluded  from  the  calculations 
the  figure  for  the  former  West  Bromwich  area  would  be  7.9%  for 
1967. 

Of  2,013  children  el igible,  1 ,367  or  62.9  %  accepted.  Of 
these  1,263  received  the  Skin  Test  and  1,093  were  given  B.C.G. 
Vaccination.  No  complications  of  vaccination  occurred.  141 
children  had  positive  (Tine)  skin  tests  showing  that  they  had 
already  come  into  contact  with  tuberculosis  infection  and  had 
developed  some  resistance  to  it,  or,  as  has  been  explained  above, 
had  previously  received  B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

The  following  figures  show  the  positive  skin  test  rates  for 
the  last  five  years 


1961  1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967 


Positive  skin 
test  rate 


8.6%  7.1%  7.1%  8.4%  7.6%  7.2%  11.1% 


The  children  who  had  strongly  positive  TineTests  were  given 
appointments  for  Chest  X-ray  and  investigation  by  the  chest 
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physicians  at  Heath  Lane,  Wednesbury  or  Dudley  Chest  Clinic. 
Seven  children  have  been  kept  under  observation  for  varying 
periods  of  time,  but  none  have  been  notified  as  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis. 

Nocases  of  tuberculosis  were  discovered  amongst  immediate 
contacts  of  any  of  these  tuberculin-positive  children. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


General  Arrangements 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  Corporation's  Transport 
Department  on  behalf  of  the  Health  Committee,. 

Control  is  established  at  the  West  Bromwich  Ambulance 
Service  Station  on  ja24-hour  basis  and  the  Tipton  Station  operates 
on  a  16-hour  cover. 

Mileage  and  patient  statistics  are  for  the  first  full  year 
following  the  re-organisation  of  the  Borough  boundaries. 

The  establishment  of  the  service  provides  for  the  following 

staff 


Superintendent  1 

Shift  Leaders  8 

Deputy  Shift  Leaders  5 

Drivers  /  attendants  34 

Clerk/Telephonists  2 


Total  50 


Ambulances 

Two  dual  purpose  ambulances  were  placed  in  service,  one 
being  a  normal  replacement  and  one  replaced  a  Bedford  ambulance 
written-off  in  an  accident,  both  are  fitted  with  Automatic  Roll-in 
Trolley  Stretchers. 


Vehicles  in  Service 


Make 

Placed  in  Service 

Miles 

12 

Morris 

1.7.57 

12,503 

13 

Morris 

8.7.58 

13,663 

22 

*  Bedford 

1.6.61 

1,687 

20 

*  Bedford 

21.6.61 

17,419 

21 

* Bedford 

26.6.61 

16,987 

23 

* Bedford 

20.3.62 

16.285 

24 

* Bedford 

5.4.62 

17,435 

25 

*  Bedford 

5.4.62 

18,007 

26 

* Bedford 

19.4.62 

18,631 

14 

Morris 

T8.7.62 

15.323 

15 

Morris 

1 0..9.62 

14,825 
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16 

Morris 

23.4.63 

9,643 

17 

Austin 

16.11.64 

22,612 

18 

Austin 

22.2.65 

15,201 

19 

Morris 

6.10.65 

19,844 

27 

Morris 

17.2.67 

14,704 

28 

Austin 

15.6.67 

9,328 

Total 

254,097 

Sitting  Case  Car  22,664 

Grand  Total 

276,761 

transferred  from  Staffordshire  County  Council 

Work  Done 

The  figures  below  show  the  use  of  the  service  over  the  last 

10  years 

Year 

No.  of  Patients 

Mileage 

1958 

23,383 

85,914 

1959 

23,712 

88.580 

1960 

23.896 

85,733 

1961 

27,283 

96.518 

1962 

29,165 

96,601 

1963 

31,464 

108,834 

1964 

35,320 

117,389 

1965 

31,852 

114,222 

1966 

51,652 

206,906 

1967 

67,045 

276,761 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  outpatients  carried 
to  hospital  for  treatment.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  greater  propor¬ 
tion  of  patients  carried  are  those  for  routine  treatment  or  examin¬ 
ation  and  much  of  ambulance  work  is  purely  transport  of  passengers. 


Year 

No.  of  Out-Patients 

1958 

17,189 

1959 

17,598 

1960 

17,339 

1961 

20,615 

1962 

22,605 

1963 

23,746 

1964 

28,398 

1965 

25,243 

1966 

40,604 

1967 

53,305 
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Major  Accidents 

A  scheme  provides  for  immediate  nursing  and  medical  help 
and  equipment  from  hospital  within  a  few  minutes  and  in  conjunct¬ 
ion  with  the  police,  fire  and  hospital  authorities  for  control  of 
the  accident,  ambulance  directions  and  use  of  hospital  beds. 

Emergency  Catastrophe  Procedure  covering  the  area  by  the 
West  Midlands  (Special  Review)  Order  1965  was  established. 

This  area  represents  the  conurbation  of  the  County  Boroughs 
of  Dudley,  Walsall,  Warley,  West  Bromwich  and  Wolverhampton  and 
the  plan  is  designed  to  achieve  unified  action  on  a  unified  basis 
by  authorities  and  the  West  Midland  Constabulary. 
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CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 


Convalescence 

Patients  were  sent  for  convalescence  on  the  recommendation 
of  their  own  doctors  and  hospital  consultants.  They  contributed 
towards  the  cost  according  to  their  means.  Altogether  76  applic¬ 
ations  were  investigated  and  44  of  these  subsequently  accepted 
arrangements  that  could  be  made  for  them.  Of  the  32  who  did  not 
proceed,  13  did  not  accept  the  assessed  charge,  3  cancelled  arr¬ 
angements  made,  1  did  not  return  the  assessment  form,  4  were  un- 
abletotravel,1  appl  ication  was  not  supported  by  medical  certificate, 
2  contributed  to  a  Hospital  fund,  4  withdrew  applications, and 
4  failed  to  attend  medical  examination.  After  the  31  st  March  1968, 
this  scheme  ceases,  as  the  Council  decided  not  to  continue  to 
include  financial  provision  in  the  estimates. 

A  total  of  47  persons  received  recuperative  holidays  under 
the  authority's  scheme,  as  one  mother  was  accompanied  by  three 
of  her  children,  and  most  of  them  were  accommodated  in  homes 
by  the  sea. 

In  addition  to  convalescent  home  fees,  travelling  expenses 
were  paid  in  respect  of  40  patients.  Two  patients  paid  own  fares, 

1  travelled  from  hospital  by  ambulance,  and  in  respect  of  one  the 
Home  collected  and  returned  the  family  as  transport  for  the 
journeys  was  included  in  charge. 

Recommendations 

These  were  made  as  follows:  — 


By  General  Practitioners 
By  Hospital  Physicians 


40 


a 


and  Surgeons 


44 


Age  Group  of  Patients 

The  44  patients  were  of  the  following  age  groups 


Male 


Female 


Under  21  years 
21  to  44  years 
45  to  64  years 


4 

9 

6 


3 

1 1 
11 


65  years  and  over 


19 


25 
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PROVISION  OF  NURSING  EQUIPMENT 


Loan  Equipment 

Stocks  of  nursing  equipment  for  use  in  patients  homes  are 
held  at  the  nurses'  centres.  These  articles  are  lent  on  the  re¬ 
commendation  of  a  general  practitioner,  midwife  or  district  nurse. 


The  following  types  of  equipment  were  available  for  use 
during  the  year 


Air  rings 
Back  rests 
Bed  cradles 
Bed  pans 

Bedstead  (special) 
Commode  chairs 
Crutches 
Urinals 

Waterproof  sheets 
Walking  sticks 
Walking  aids 
Air  Bed  - 


Bed  wedges 

Feeding  cups 

Head  poles  and  chains 

Housechairs 

Matresses  and  covers 

Nocturnal  Enuresis  alarms 

Ripple  bed 

Spinal  carriage 

Spinal  supports 

Sputum  cups  (disposable) 

Wheelchairs 

Fracture  boards 


No  charge  is  made  for  the  use  of  the  equipment,  but  each 
borrower  is  required  to  sign  an  agreement  to  return  the  items 
loaned  within  three  months  and  in  good  condition.  The  loan 
period  can  be  extended  by  signing  a  further  agreement.  There 
was  a  period  in  which  the  demand  for  wheel  chairs  exceeded  the 
supply.  Further  chairs  have  since  been  obtained. 


INCONTINENCE  PAD  SERVICE 

The  Council  authorises  the  free  issue  of  incontinence  pads 
as  part  of  their  arrangements  for  the  care  of  patients  in  their  own 
homes.  Pads  are  freely  available  and  are  issued  upon  the  advice 
of  a  doctor  or  nurse. 

These  pads  have  been  a  normal  item  of  equipment  used  by 
the  Home  Nurses  for  some  years  and  it  has  been  found  that  the 
greater  majority  of  patients  in  need  of  the  pads  are  in  fact  attended 
by  the  Home  Nursing  Service  and,  therefore,  received  them  in 
this  way.  Consequently  there  has  only  been  a  small  demand 
(seven  patients)  for  pads  provided  separately  than  through  the 
Nursing  Services.  Disposal  of  pads  has  not  presented  a  special 
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problem.  The  variety  used  are  composed  entirely  of  paper  (some 
patterns  have  a  waterproof  outer  covering)  and  burn  in  domestic 
fires  of  various  kinds.  In  some  cases  outside  incineration  is 
resorted  to,  and  in  the  modern  blocks  of  flats  provided  by  the 
Council  electric  incinerators  are  installed. 


CHIROPODY  SERVICE 


This  service  is  directly 

provided  by  the 

Council  and  is 

restricted  to  certain  categories 

which  are  shown 

below  with  the 

charges  made  for  treatment. 

Clinic 

Home 

Treatment 

Treatment 

Aged,  Handicapped, 

Bl  ind  Persons 

2/6d 

4/- 

Expectant  Mothers 

5/- 

7/6d 

An  appointment  system  is  operated,  two  full-time  chiropodists 
work  20  sessions  per  week  and  they  are  assisted  by  seven  part- 
time  chiropodists  who  provide  20  sessions  per  week. 

The  demand  for  Chiropody  treatment  was  as  great  as  anticipat¬ 
ed,  especially  in  the  Tipton  area,  and  this  put  a  greater  burden  on 
the  staff  which  was  available.  However,  since  the  employment 
of  a  full-time  Chiropodist  the  situation  has  eased  a  little,  but  the 
service  is  inadequate  to  meet  the  known  need.  Apart  from  this, 
there  are  many  old  people  who  need  chiropody  but  do  not  apply 
for  it. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  treatments  given:— 

Residential 

Clinic  Domiciliary  Accommodation 

Male  Female  Male  Female  Male  Female 

794  3547  501  2213  218  581 

This  grand  total  of  7,854  treatments  is  1,710  more  than  in 
1966,  but  does  not  represent  the  full  need.  It  seems  probable 
that  a  considerable  number  of  elderly  persons  have  defects  of  the 
feet  requiring  chiropody,  but  are  not  aware  of  the  facilities  and 
the  value  of  treatment. 

The  present  service,  however,  is  as  much  as  the  staff  can 
provide. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


Staff 

The  Home  Help  Service  at  the  end  of  the  year  employed  143 
part-time  staff,  making  an  equivalent  of  approximately  93  in 
terms  of  full-time  staff. 

General  Arrangements 

Home  Helps  are  available  to  meet  the  needs  of  those  residents 
of  the  town  who  for  various  reasons  are  unable,  either  temporarily 
or  permanently,  to  manage  their  own  housework  and  who  need  help 
at  home  to  make  life  bearable. 

The  service  is  one  for  which  a  charge  is  made,  based  on  the 
financial  position  of  the  applicant  and  the  hours  of  service  given. 

The  number  of  patients  helped  over  the  previous  ten  years  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  :  — 


Year 

Maternity 

Aged  &  Chronic  Sick 

1957 

54 

293 

1958 

40 

323 

1959 

45 

365 

1960 

72 

382 

1961 

58 

420 

1962 

53 

422 

1963 

30 

426 

1964 

34 

468 

1965 

42 

520 

1966 

21  (2) 

895  (379) 

1967 

26 

1081 

Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1st  quarter  and  are  included 
in  the  total. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  319  new  patients  was  given  help 
for  the  first  time  and  of  these  247  were  chronic  sick,  26  maternity 
and  5  cases  of  tuberculosis. 
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The  position  over  the  last  ten  years  is  shown  in  the  following 
table 


1958 

1959 

I960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Confinements 
at  home 

40 

44 

69 

46 

49 

27 

30 

35 

21 

26 

Other  maternity 
cases 

— 

1 

3 

12 

4 

3 

4 

7 

2 

3 

Aged  &  chronic 
sick 

323 

365 

380 

420 

422 

426 

468 

520 

895 

1081 

Tuberculosis 

10 

7 

7 

8 

6 

9 

10 

8 

7 

10 

Problem 

Fami  1  ies 

6 

8 

9 

8 

10 

8 

3 

— 

1 

1 

Mental  Health 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

7 

8 

3 

9 

Other  -  including 
acute  illness 

42 

47 

56 

57 

49 

60 

55 

53 

133 

43 

TOTALS 

421 

472 

524 

551 

540 

539 

577 

631 

1062 

1173 

Of  1173  cases  attended  during  the  year,  86  paid  full  cost 
and  62  part  cost.  The  service  is  stretched  with  demand  increasing. 

Night  Attendance  Service 

This  service  is  designed  to  provide  attendance  at  night  for 
cases  of  illness  and  emergency  when  other  arrangements  cannot 
be  made.  It  is,  therefore,  only  used  for  urgent  need  and  is  not  a 
large  and  extensive  service,  but  5  cases  were  attended  during 
the  year. 

During  the  year  2  people  were  available  and  together  dealt 
with  five  cases  for  the  following  reasons  :  — 

Chronic  Sick  :  Terminal  illness  2 

Senescence  :  2 

Long  1 1 1  ness  :  1 
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Cervical  Cytology 

Sessions  for  women  requesting  "smear  tests"  are  held  at  2 
clinics,  and  commenced  at  Birch  Street,  Tipton  on  the  16th 
February  and  at  Stone  Cross  on  6th  April,  1967.  The  laboratory 
tests  were  carried  out  at  Dudley  Guest,  Hal  lam  and  St.  Margaret's 
Hospitals. 


Birch  Street 

Stone  Cross 

Total 

Sessions  Held  : 

21 

51 

73 

Attendances  (by  appointment) 

247 

735 

982 

Number  showing  abnormal  cells 
suqqestinq  a  pre-cancerous 
condition 

2 

4 

6 

Cases  referred  to  General 
Practitioners  : 

37 

112 

149 

Average  attendance  per  session: 

11.7 

14.4 

13.4 

Percentage  of  cases  attending 
referred  to  General  Practitioners  : 

14.9 

15.2 

15.1 

Expansion  of  this  service  will  depend  on  extra  facilities 
becoming  available  at  Hospitals  for  testing  the  smears.  It  also 
depends  on  the  willingness  of  women  to  come  forward  to  be 
tested.  There  is  not  a  long  waiting  list. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH 

A  Local  Health  Authority  is  responsible  for  providing  social 
services  for  mentally  disordered  persons. 

The  provisions  available  to  patients  not  in  hospital,  include 
training  centres  for  the  mentally  subnormal,  accommodation  for 
elderly  mentally  disordered  persons  and  general  social  help  from 
Mental  Welfare  Officers.  These  services  are  closely  associated 
with  the  hospital  and  general  medical  services. 

The  Health  and  Welfare  Committee  is  the  responsible  comm¬ 
ittee  and  the  Medical  Office  r  of  Health  and  his  staff  undertake  the 
functions. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  7  Mental  Welfare  Officers, 

2  engaged  on  work  with  the  subnormal. 

MENTAL  I  LLNESS 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  has  revised  the  arrangements 
for  admissions  to  hospitals  and  patients  from  the  whole  of  the 
area  are  generally  admitted  to  All  Saints  Hospital,  Birmi  gham. 

Patients  with  mental  disorder  can  be  admitted  to  hospital 
without  formality  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  use  authority  for 
detention  in  about  half  the  cases.  This  can  only  be  exercised  on 
medical  recommendation  and  for  specified  periods  of  time.  There 
is  provision  for  appeal  to  an  independent  tribunal. 

In  1967,  334  patients  living  in  the  Borough  were  known  to  be 
admitted  informally  and  in  67  cases  powers  of  dentention  were 
used. 

In  1967,  three  persons  who  lives  outside  the  Borough  were 
admitted  from  the  Borough  and  this  gives  total  admissions  known 
to  the  department  of  337  with  69  under  compulsory  powers. 

The  hospital  authorities,  in  the  light  of  the  patient's  cond¬ 
ition,  take  steps  to  either  discharge,  help  on  a  voluntary  basis 
or  extend  the  period  of  compulsory  detention. 

Of  the  admissions  of  residents  of  the  Borough,  40  were  for 
total  periods  of  up  to  72  hours  and  20  for  up  to  28  days.  Seven 
were  on  a  Court  Order. 
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A  total  of  19  of  the  40  people  admitted  for  periods  up  to  72 
hours  remained  voluntary  for  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  period  of 
compulsion. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  a  total  of  219  persons  from  the 
Borough  were  known  to  be  in-patients  in  mental  hospitals. 

All  Saints  Hospital  has  a  most  successful  "day  hospital" 
and  patients  who  cannot  travel  by  public  transport  are  taken 
daily  by  ambulance. 

OLD  AGE  AND  MENTAL  ILLNESS 

A  total  of  108  persons  over  60  years  of  age  are  known  to 
have  been  admitted  from  the  Borough  to  mental  hospitals  in 
1967  and  in  9  cases  compulsory  powers  were  used. 

RESIDENTIAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  THE  ELDERLY  MENTALLY 

DISORDERED 

Warstone  House  with  27  beds,  was  opened  in  1963  for  this 
type  of  patient.  These  are  the  elderly  persons  with  mental  (and 
often  also  physical)  deterioration,  not  requiring  treatment,  but 
beyond  management  at  home  or  in  a  normal  old  persons'  home. 

The  following  table  shows  the  admissions  and  transfers. 
Most  residents  stay  until  death,  but  some  deteriorate  to  the  point 
at  which  hospital  care  is  necessary. 


Ad¬ 

missions 

Transfers 

Re-  ad 
missions 

D  is- 
charges 

Deaths 

From/To  All  Saints 

9 

6 

5 

From/To  General 
Hospital 

5 

— 

— 

5 

4 

From/To  Part  1 1 1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Of  Temporary  Nature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

From/To  Own  Home 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

At  Warstone  House 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

During  the  year  the  Red  Cross  Society  arranged  regular 
visiting  and  an  outing. 

No  patients  were  admitted  for  a  temporary  period  during  the 

year 
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Work  in  the  Community 

At  the  end  of  the  year  2,254  mentally  ill  persons  were  known 
to  the  staff  and  receiving  visits  or  help.  A  considerable  amount 
of  visiting  is  done  to  provide  information  on  social  background 
for  the  hospitals. 

A  club  for  mentally  ill  with  a  membership  of  about  70  and  a 
weekly  attendance  of  approximately  35  meets  once  a  week  in  the 
Social  Centre^/Valsall  Street,  West  Bromwich. 

Relationship  with  the  Hospitals 

One  of  the  pleasing 'features  is  the  close  liaison  with  All 
Saints  Hospital.  Meetings  are  held  with  the  medical  staff  and 
Mental  Welfare  Officers  in  attendance.  The  Medical  Director 
advises  on  the  admission  of  patients  to  Warstone  House  and 
general  matters  relating  to  the  services. 

MENTAL  SUBNORMALITY 
Additions  to  the  register 

The  following  table  shows  the  sources  of  the  33  new  cases 
added  to  the  register  during  1967 


Severely  Subnormal 

Subnormal 

Under  16 

Over  16 

Under  1 6 

Over  16 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Notified  by  West 

Bromwich  Education 

Authority  Section  57(3) 
of  the  Education  Act 

7 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Transfers  from  other 

Local  Authorities 

Court 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Hospital 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

General  Practitioner 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Mental  Welfare 

Medical  Staff 

Others 

4 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 
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Of  the  13  cases  notified  by  the  Local  Education  Authority 
(8  boys  and  5  girls),  4  boys  and  3  girls  were  admitted  to  the 
Junior  Training  Centre,  1  girl  to  the  Special  Care  Unit  attached 
to  the  Centre  and  4  boys  and  1  girl  are  on  the  waiting  list.  One 
girl  has  been  admitted  to  the  Senior  Training  Centre,  another  is 
on  the  waiting  list  for  training,  2  males  are  in  hospital  under 
Section  65  of  the  Mental  Health  Act  1959  ancj  the  remainder  are 
are  receiving  visits  at  home. 

Hospital  Care 

During  1967  twenty-nine  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital 
or  private  homes,  5  informally,  1  under  Section  26  of  the  Mental 
Health  Act  1959  and  23  for  periods  of  short  term  care. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  234  persons  from  West  Bromwich  were 
receiving  care  and  training  in  various  hospitals  and  homes  as 
subnormal,  severely  subnormal  or  psychopathic  persons. 


The  followina  table  gives  the  details 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Subnormal 

21 

21 

42 

Severely  Subnormal 

92 

100 

192 

Psychopathic  disorder 

— 

— 

— 

113 

121 

234 

Of  these  209  are  under  no  compulsion  to  remain  in  hospital 
and  25  are  subject  to  compulsory  detention. 

Care  in  the  Community 

A  total  of  833  persons  are  continuing  to  receive  friendly 
visits  from  the  Mental  Health  Social  Workers. 

Details  are  as  follows:— 


Under  16 

Over  16 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Friendly  visiting 

Severely  Subnormal 

79 

65 

99 

104 

Subnorma 1 

20 

15 

257 

194 
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Clinic  for  the  Mentally  Subnormal 

Arrangements  were  continued  during  the  year  fora  consultant 
psychiatrist  to  attend  a  Local  Authority  Clinic  to  provide  advice 
and  help  on  the  subnormal  patient. 

Sixty-seven  patients  attended  12  sessions  held  during  the 
year  and  only  two  failed  to  keep  their  appointments. 
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TRAINING  CENTRES 


"The  Crest" 

''The  Crest"  provides  facilities  for  50  mentally  handicapped 
adults  to  receive  training  and  occupation  suitable  to  their  needs. 

The  following  table  shows  the  trend  of  attendances  during 
the  year  :  — 


Jan 

to 

March 

Apr. 

to 

June 

July 

to 

Seot. 

Oct. 

to 

Dec. 

Totals 

No.  of  days  open 

59 

56 

43 

54 

212 

Attendances 

2,105 

2,340 

1,576 

2,206 

8,227 

Average  daily 
attendances 

35.6 

41 .7 

36.6 

40.8 

38.4 

Number  on  register  at 

31  st  December,  1  967 

Males 

27 

Females 

24 

The  composition  of  the  staff  at  the  31st  December  was 

1  Supervisor  (Male) 

3  Assistant  Supervisors 

1  General  Assistant 

2  Domestics 

There  are  four  classes  with  an  instructor  for  each  class,  of 
which  three  are  mixed  and  one  is  all  male. 

Mr.  Murray,  the  Supervisor,  comments 

"Thirty-two  of  the  trainees  were  taken  on  a  sight-seeing  trip 
to  London  by  four  of  the  staff  and  a  Mental  Welfare  Officer.  They 
saw  parts  of  London,  including  a  tour  of  the  Houses  of  Pari  iament. 
This  was  much  enjoyed. 

An  "Open  Day"  with  a  film  show  was  held  during  Mental 
Health  Week  and  was  enjoyed  by  the  parents. 

Twelve  trainees  not  capable  of  making  the  London  Trip  were 
taken  to  Dudley  Zoo  by  three  members  of  staff  and  a  male  helper, 
and  this  again  proved  very  enjoyable. 
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A  good  weeks  holiday  was  had  ai  Rhuddlan,  N.  Wales,  in 
September  -  although  the  weather  was  mixed. 

Our  first  bonfire  was  held  in  1967  with  plenty  of  fireworks; 
with  roast  potatoes  and  drinking  chocolate  provided  by  the  staff 
attending.  Despite  the  bad  weather  and  someone  setting  the 
fire  alight  the  previous  night,  the  occasion  proved  most  enjoyable. 

The  Senior  Centre  had  a  stall  at  the  Autumn  Fayre  arranged 
by  the  Parents  Association,  and  sold  nearly  all  their  produce. 

The  Chri  stmas  Party  held  at  the  Social  Centre  was  successful. 
Entertainment  was  provided  by  two  magicians. 

We  are  now  receiving  regular  orders  of  outwork  suitable  for 
men  and  women.  A  local  hairdresser  attends  to  the  hair  of  the 
trainees  in  a  voluntary  capacity,  and  this  relieves  parents  of 
quite  a  problem. 

Some  of  the  older  trainees  went  to  the  Art  Gallery,  and  tney 
are  often  taken  on  shopping  expeditions,  paying  their  own  fares 
to  give  them  experience  in  these  matters. 

Staff  meetings  and  fire  drill  are  held  every  month. 

Parent/Teacher  meetings  were  inaugurated  during  the  year". 

■'Glenvale"  Training  Centre 

The  "Glenvale"  Centre  was  built  to  provide  facilities  for 
60  juniors,  plus  10  in  nursery  class  and  places  for  up  to  10 
seriously  handicapped  (physically  as  well  as  mentally.) 

The  following  table  shows  the  trend  of  attendances  during 
the  year 


Jan. 

to 

March 

Apr. 

to 

June 

July 

to 

Sept. 

Oct. 

to 

Dec. 

Totals 

No.  of  days  open  : 

54 

49 

35 

54 

192 

Attendances  : 

3,368 

3,176 

2,288 

3,779 

12,611 

Average  daily 

attendances 

62.3 

64.8 

65.3 

69.9 

65.6 

Number  on  register 

Juniors  and 

Ma  les 

46 

at  31  st  December 

Nursery  Class 

Females 

35 

Special  Care 

Males 

8 

Females 

4 
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The  composition  of  the  staff  at  the  31  st  December  1967,  was:— 

1  Supervisor  (Female) 

4  Assistant  Supervisors 

1  Nurse  -  S.R.N. 

1  Nursery  Nurse 

2  General  Assistants 

1  Caretaker 

1  Dinner  Assistant 

Miss  Blake  the  Supervisor,  comments  :  — 

"Open  Day  was  held  on  7th  December,  1967.  Very  well 
attended  by  parents,  friends  and  officials.  The  children  gave  a 
demonstration  of  their  various  movement  classes. 

Handwork  was  on  sale  and  we  sold  nearly  £30  worth  of  goods. 

A  "Bonfire  Party"  was  held  for  the  second  year  running,  and 
we  were  lucky  with  the  weather,  so  many  parents  came  with 
their  children,  we  had  to  rush  out  and  get  more  food. 

One  evening  a  film  show  was  given  and  it  was  also  well 
attended,  and  we  held  a  bring  and  buy  stall  which  raised  enough 
money  to  start  a  school  library. 

The  Christmas  Party  was  the  best  ever,  with  voluntary  help 
from  the  local  school  children  and  a  "pop" group  in  the  afternoon. 
The  children  enjoyed  a  puppet  show,  given  by  one  of  the  ambulance 
men. 

Swimming  has  kept  its  popularity,  we  now  have  6  children 
who  can  swim  one  width.  One  boy  took  part  in  the  primary  schools 
team  against  Tipton  and  Wednesbury. 

Many  of  the  children  have  been  out  in  small  parties  on 
shopping  expedition,  and  one  group  was  taken  round  by  the 
manager  of  a  local  supermarket. 

In  the  summer  every  child  had  the  opportunity  of  going  to 
Dudley  Zoo,  the  staff  taking  small  groups  to  make  it  an  educational 
visit  instead  of  a  school  trip.  Wheel  chair  cases  were  also  taken. 

The  oldest  group  paid  a  visit  to  a  local  bakery. 

A  group  of  children  were  taken  to  visit  the  Post  and  Mail 
Office  in  Birmingham  during  the  summer,  and  watched  the  daily 
newspaper  being  printed.  We  have  been  cooking,  teaching  the 
children  to  make  tea,  coffee,  etc.,  and  simple  cooking,  i.e.,  eggs 
on  toast,  so  that  in  cases  where  parents  are  indisposed  their 
children  could  prepare  a  simple  meal  by  themselves." 
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PART  III 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Incidence  and  Mortality 
Tuberculosis 
Venereal  Disease 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Incidence 

There  were  1236  cases  of  notifiable  disease  (other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis)  notified  or  otherwise  ascertained  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  re¬ 
ceived  during  each  of  the  last  ten  years:— 


1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1  965 

Jan* 

Mar 

Apr- 

Dee 

1  967 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

7 

5 

26 

3 

3 

7 

1 

25 

22 

4 

9 

Acute  encephal  itis 
Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Measles 

227 

923 

223 

1160 

188 

807 

330 

541 

45 

391 

1088 

Meningococcal 

1  nfection 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

3 

— 

Ophthelmia 

neonatorum 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

Pneumonia 

12 

29 

17 

18 

3 

5 

— 

3 

2 

1 

2 

Pol  iomyelitis :- 

Paralytic 

— 

3 

4 

10 

Non-Paralytic 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

3 

4 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

41 

70 

64 

27 

17 

1  4 

7 

43 

10 

54 

67 

Smal  Ipox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

25 

27 

167 

15 

5 

147 

15 

55 

1  2 

77 

68 

Paratyphoid  fever 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

4 

23 

1 

— 

1 

— 

-1 

— 

1 

— 
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Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  atHbuted  wholly  or 
in  part  to  infectious  diseases  during  the  last  ter.  /ears 


Diphtheria 

Gastritis  Enteritis 
&  Diarrhoea 

Acute  infective 
encephal  itis 

Measles 

Meningococcal 

infections 

Pol  iomyel  itis 

Whooping  cough 

Total 


1958 


1959 


1960 


1961 


1962 


1963  1  964 


1965  1  966  1967 


8 


8 


Dysentery 

Nine  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year. 
The  illness  was  mild  in  character  and  there  was  no  general  spread 
of  infection.  During  the  year  a  number  of  specimens  were  taken 
from  persons  with  symptoms  but  negative  results  were  obtained. 

Gastro  Enteritis 

Three  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  six  months  of  age. 
Measles 

A  total  of  1088  cases  of  measles  was  notified  compared  with 
436  in  the  previous  year  and  541  cases  in  1965.  This'was  the 
expected  outbreak  of  the  disease.  There  was  one  death  in  1967 
(male  under  1  year  of  age). 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Only  two  cases  were  notified.  The  disease  was  mild  and 
recovery  uneventful  and  complete. 

Pneumonia 

Two  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified  but  obviously  this 
cannot  be  taken  to  indicate  the  prevalence  of  pneumonia  in  the 
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town  because  the  only  forms  of  pneumonia  notifiable  are  acute 
primary  and  influenzal.  Broncho-pneumonia  (which  is  common)  is 
not  a  notifiable  disease. 

Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  were  notified  during  1967  and  this  is  the  sixth 
year  in  succession  free  from  this  infection. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Sixty-seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the 
year.  Scarlet  fever  still  continues  to  be  a  mild  disease  and 
and  notification  is  likely  to  be  incomplete.  It  is  one  manifestation 
of  a  common  infection  that  also  causes  tonsillitis. 

Whooping  Cough 

A  total  of  68  cases  of  whooping  cough  was  notified. 

It  is  most  probable  that  this  is  a  substantial  under-estimate 
of  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  the  Borough  as  notification  is 
likely  to  be  incomplete. 

Smallpox 

No  cases  occurred  during  1967. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Dr.  C.W.D.  Cole,  Consultant  Physician,  by  arrangement  with 
the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board,  acts  as  adviser  in 
respect  of  Tuberculosis,  and  I  am  indebted  to  him  for  the  following 
report. 

"This  report  covers  the  first  of  four  years  work  in  the  en¬ 
larged  County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich  and  gives  an  idea  of 
the  problems  facing  the  Chest  Clinic  services  in  the  future. 

In  the  area  there  are  2  Chest  Clinics  -  the  Heath  Lane 
Chest  Clinic  serving  the  former  County  Borough  area,  and 
operating  full-timeas  a  diagnostic  unit,  and  the  Clinic  at  Wednes- 
bury  operating  on  two  days  of  the  week  only.  In  addition  patients 
from  the  Tipton  area  attend  the  Dudley  Chest  Clinic. 

Patients  requiring  In-Patient  treatment  for  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  are  treated  at  Heath  Lane  Hospital  and  at  Prestwood 
Hospital.  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  treated  at  a  variety  of 
hospitals  depending  on  the  condition  needing  treatment. 

The  practice  of  carrying  out  an  x-ray  of  the  chest  of  the 
majority  of  out-patients  at  the  Hal  lam  Hospital  and  the  West 
Bromwich  and  District  General  Hospital  continued  during  the 
first  half  of  1967  but  unfortunately  was  curtailed  during  the  latter 
half  of  the  year  through  difficulties  in  staffing  in  the  Radiological 
Departments  of  these  two  hospitals. 

New  Notifications 

During  the  year  there  were  82  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
placed  on  the  register.  This  was  made  up  of  78  cases  notified, 
2  cases  transferred  in  from  other  authorities'  areas,  and  1  very 
aged  man  and  1  child  who  died  of  the  disease  before  the  diagnosis 
was  established. 

There  were  37  men,  20  women  and  9  children  suffering  from 
pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  5  men,  3  women  and  8  children  with 
non— respiratory  form  of  the  disease. 

Of  the  16  non-respiratory  cases,  it  is  disturbing  to  find  that 
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3  suffered  from  tuberculous  meningitis.  This  includes  1  child 
who  died  of  the  disease  before  the  diagnosis  was  established. 
None  of  these  were  children  of  immigrant  parents.  This  particular 
form  of  tuberculosis  is  often  regarded  as  an  index  of  hidden 
disease  in  an  area,  and  1  case  only  was  notified  in  1966. 

There  is  some  evidence  that  all  cases  are  not  being  notified 
and  discovered.  Of  the  4  General  hospitals  dealing  with  West 
Bromwich  patients,  3  provide  a  steady  trickle  of  notif  ications  and 
the  fourth  has  not  notified  a  single  case. 

Tuberculosis  in  persons  of  immigrant  stock 

The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  this  group  of  the  population 
gives  cause  for  concern  and  created  considerable  problems.  The 
new  cases  placed  on  the  register  include  2  Irishmen  with  pul¬ 
monary  tuberculosis,  a  Polish  women  with  tuberculosis  of  glands 
and  her  young  son  with  respiratory  disease,  1  Jamaican  women 
with  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  12  men,  2  women  and  4  children 
from  the  continent  of  India.  A  further  4  men,  3  women  and  1  child 
from  Pakistan  had  non-respiratory  tuberculosis.  Thus,  out  of  a 
total  of  80  new  cases  arriving  in  West  Bromwich  (excluding  those 
transferred  from  other  areas)  this  group  of  the  population  made 
up  31  cases.  It  is  very  difficult  to  arrive  at  accurate  figures 
relating  to  persons  of  immigrant  stock  residing  in  the  Borough, 
and  therefore  to  calculate  rates  of  incidence  of  the  disease,  but 
it  is  fair  to  say  that  those  from  the  West  Indian  area  provide  less 
than  their  fair  share  of  the  disease,  the  white-skinned  immigrants 
about  their  fair  share,  and  the  Continent  of  India  vastly  more 
than  their  fair  share.  It  is  probable  that  the  rate  of  incidence  in 
Pakistani  and  Indian  persons  is  at  least  20  times  greater  than 
that  of  the  West  Bromwich  "born  and  bred".  Although  the  total 
number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  this  group  is  26,  bearing 
in  mind  the  relatively  small  percentage  of  persons  of  Indian  and 
and  Pakistani  stock  in  the  population,  this  seems  a  grossly  dis¬ 
proportionate  number  of  cases. 

This  high  rate  of  instance  poses  the  question  of  where  and 
why  do  these  people  get  their  infection.  "Why"  is  partially 
answered,  I  think,  by  the  fact  that  many  of  them  are  country  folk 
rather  than  city  dwellers  and  like  some  of  the  immigrants  from 
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Western  Ireland,  have  no  natural  acquired  immunity.  Another 
reason  is  undoubtedly  due  to  poor  housing  conditions  and  over¬ 
crowding.  They  tend  to  live  in  older  property  and  sleep  several 
to  a  room  -  thus  when  a  case  occurs  it  spreads  rapidly  in  a 
susceptible  population  in  close  proximity  to  the  patient.  Unsatis¬ 
factory  sanitary  and  cooking  facilities  add  also  to  this  problem. 

"Where"  the  infection  is  acquired  is  more  difficult.  Some 
undoubtedly  bring  it  with  them.  One  young  Pakistani,  according 
to  his  statement,  discharged  himself  from  a  Chest  Hospital  in  his 
own  country,  travelled  by  sea  to  a  South  of  France  port,  travelled 
overland  to  Paris  and  arrived  in  England  on  an  excursion  trip. 
He  was  admitted  to  hospital  within  six  weeks,  with  extensive 
bilateral  disease,  was  an  in-patient  for  several  months  and  shortly 
after  discharge,  was  re-admitted  with  accute  Pneumonia  from 
which  he  died.  Others  catch  the  infection  in  West  Bromwich. 
Four  men  were  admitted  to  hospital  from  one  house  where  a  man 
came  to  live  from  Bradford  where  he  had  advanced  tuberculosis. 
This  group  of  the  population  tend  to  move  about  the  country  a 
great  deal  and  this  creates  problems  of  supervision  and  follow-up 
out  of  all  proportion  tp  the  numbers  involved. 

Another  aspect  of  the  problem  is  the  arrival  of  wives  and 
children  and  this  has  already  increased  the  incidence  of  the 
disease  in  women  and  children,  a  tendency  which  can  be  expected 
for  a  few  years. 

Deaths 

There  were  22  deaths  during  the  year  for  which  tuberculosis 
was  wholly  or  mainly  responsible.  One  of  them  was  a  young 
child  who  died  of  tuberculosis  meningitis  which  was  notfiiagnosed 
during  life.  This  was  not  a  child  of  immigrant  stock.  The  amount 
of  work  at  the  Chest  Clinic  remained  about  the  same  as  the 
previous  year  and  all  known  close  contacts  of  notified  cases  were 
offered  examination,  skin  testing  and  x-ray.  A  high  percentage 
availed  themselves  of  this  offer. 

Skin  Testing 

Skin  testing  for  reaction  to  old  tuberculin  is  carried  out 
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routinely  on  13  year  old  school  children  in  the  Borough,  with 
the  parents'  consent. 

A  report  on  this  appears  on  47  of  this  report. 

Since  a  positive  reaction  indicates  previous  acquaintence 
with  tuberculosis  (or  a  previous  vaccination  against  thedisease), 
the  percentage  of  positive  reactions  can  be  indicative  of  the 
general  level  of  infection  in  a  community. 

There  has  been  a  fall  in  the  number  of  parents  accepting 
the  skin  test  on  behalf  of  their  children  and  a  rise  in  the  percent¬ 
age  of  positive  reactors. 

The*  interpretation  of  this  is  somewhat  difficult  because  of 
the  complication  that  in  the  Tipton  and  Wednesbury  areas  before 
amalgamation,  there  was  an  administration  of  B.C.G.  vaccination 
at  different  ages  from  that  in  West  Bromwich.  Children  who 
have  been  given  B.C.G.  show  a  positive  reaction.  Whether  or 
not  this  indicates  a  true  increase  in  the  amount  of  tuberculosis, 
is  therefore  not  yet  ascertained 

Byway  of  comparison,  the  figures  for  true  reactors  in  contacts 
of  notified  cases  seen  at  the  West  Bromwich  Chest  Clinic  are: 


1961 

33% 

positive 

1962 

30% 

t  r 

1963 

50% 

f  t 

1964 

34% 

9  9 

1965 

40% 

9  9 

1966 

35% 

9  9 

1967 

60% 

9  9 

Suitable  negative  reactors  were  offered  B.C.G.  vaccination 
and  virtually  everyone  accepted  it. 

Other  Chest  Diseases 

Cancer  of  the  lung  continued  to  be  a  tragic  and  major  cause  of 
death  in  middle-aged  and  elderly  men.  Cigarette  smoking  is  statis¬ 
tically  related  to  this  disease  and  the  best  means  of  cutting  down 
the  risk  is  to  encourage  teenagers  not  to  smoke  cigarettes  at  all. 
Chronic  bronchitis  continues  to  contribute  heavily  to  the  causes 
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of  admission  to  hospitals  of  West  Bromwich  persons,  especially 
men.  Again,  cigarette  smoking  is  a  prime  factor  in  precipitating 
disability  from  this  condition,  and  atmospheric  pollution  does  not 
help.  Pneumoconiosis,  which  is  caused  by  the  retention  in  the 
air  passages  in  the  lungs  of  various  dusts  and  fungi,  is  still 
being  diagnosed  and  is  likely  to  continue  to  arise  in  areas  of 
heavy  industry  such  as  West  Bromwich.  A  10  year  follow-up  of 
cases  diagnosed  in  1957  is  underway'  and  it  is  hoped  will  lead 
to  a  better  understanding  of  the  natural  history  of  this  disease 
as  it  occurs  local ly. 

After-Care 

The  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  and  the  officers  of 
the  Ministry  of  Social  Security  were  most  helpful  during  1967  in 
assisting  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  did  so  in  an  understanding, 
sympathetic  and  humane  manner.  In  particular  the  caravan  holiday 
scheme  of  the  Aft^r-Care  Committee  was  greatly  appreciated  and 
yielded  benefits  to  the  patients  who  took  part. 

Lastly,  I  wish  to  thank  all  my  colleagues  in  hospital  and 
in  general  practice  for  the  help  they  readily  gave  me,  the  staff 
of  the  two  Chest  Clinics,  and  all  the  staff  of  the  West  Bromwich 
Health  Department.  My  special  thanks  go  to  my  colleague,  Dr. 
Sheldon  of  the  Wednesbury  Chest  Clinic,  without  whom  the 
Wednesbury  and  Tipton  patients  would  have  been  in  sore  straits". 

I  am  grateful  to  Dr.  Cole  for  his  unfailing  interest  and  co¬ 
operation  in  matters  concerned  with  tuberculosis  and  chest 
diseases.  A  close  working  arrangement  exists  also  between  Dr. 
Sheldon  at  Wednesbury  and  Dr.  Me. Donald  at  Dudley,  thus  en¬ 
abling  the  Local  Authority  services  and  those  provided  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board,  to  work  well  and  effectively  in  regard 
to  tuberculosis. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE 


Details  of  the  new  cases  of  venereal  disease  in  West  Bromwich 
res idents  treated  during  1966  at  the  General  Hospital,  Birmingham, 
and  the  Guest  Hospital,  Dudley,  are  given  below  together  with 
figures  for  5  previous  years 


1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Syphil  is 

9 

8 

7 

6 

7 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

56 

45 

49 

37 

67 

58 

Conditions  other  than 
venereal 

79 

98 

63 

75 

145 

107 

144 

151 

119 

118 

219 

165 

This  does  not  necessarily  represent  the  full  extent  of  venereal 
disease  as  patients  treated  elsewhere  than  at  hospital  clinics 
(e.g.  by  their  own  doctors)  are  not  known  to  this  department. 

The  figures  available  show  however  a  fall,  and  the  absence 
of  a  case  of  syphilis  in  the  returns  from  the  clinics  is  remarkable. 
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PART  IV 

ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 


Health  Education 
Rehousing  on  Medical  Grounds 
Medical  Examinations 
Nursing  Homes 
Home  Safety 

Co-ordination  of  Services  deal 
with  Child  Neglect 
Cost  of  the  Services 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 


Leaflets,  posters  and  pamphlets  are  available  in  the  Health 
Department  and  in  Clinics.  Education  of  the  individual  takes 
place  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  by  the  Nursing  Staff  working  there. 
No  specific  staff  are  employed  for  the  purposes  of  Health  Educat¬ 
ion  or  its  organisation. 

Posters  showing  details  for  treatment  of  venereal  disease 
were  exhibited  in  public  lavatories.  No  specified  Health  Educat¬ 
ion  on  the  subjects  of  Smoking  and  Lung  Cancer  was  carried  out 
apart  from  posters  and  advice  to  individuals  by  members  of  the 
staff  in  the  course  of  their  normal  duties. 

In  general,  therefore,  apart  from  personal  advice  very  little 
Health  Education  has  been  carried  out. 

REHOUSING  ON  MEDICAL  GROUNDS 

The  allocation  of  medical  points  to  those  applicants  for 
corporation  tenancies  who  submitted  medical  evidence  of  illness 
of  illness  in  their  immediate  family  was  continued. 

In  1967  a  total  of  242  applications  was  received.  Two  cases 
received  the  maximum  award  of  25  points  and  1  case  20  points. 
Fourteen  cases  received  15  points,  29  cases  received  10  points 
and  145  received  between  2  and  10  points.  Two  special  cases 
from  the  Chest  Physician  concerning  tuberculosis  were  considered 
1  was  given  8  points  and  the  other  10  points.  In  49  cases  no 
points  were  awarded. 


HOME  SAFETY 

Very  little  education  was  carried  out  on  Home  Safety  as  a 
formal  activity.  Health  Visitors  (well  below  strength)  constantly 
drew  attention  to  the  risks  in  relation  to  inadequate  fireguards  or 
heating  apparatus,  particularly  in  houses  in  multiple  occupation. 
There  are  no  staff  specifically  employed  to  undertake  duties  in 
connection  with  the  education  of  the  public  in  matters  of  Home 
Safety,  but  the  Accident  Prevention  Officer  does  give  assistance 
from  time  to  time. 
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MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


Children's  Department 

The  Medical  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  are  responsible 
for  the  routine  examination  of  children  in  care,  but  during  the 
year  arrangements  were  made  for  those  "boarded  out"  with 
families  to  be  examined  by  their  own  doctor,  as  they  are  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  treatment  of  these  children  during  sickness. 
This  change  occurred  during  the  year  and  the  figures  therefore 
show  examinations  of  this  type  by  General  Practitioners  and 
Local  Authority  Doctors. 

Local  Authority  doctors  made  431  examinations  of  children 
in  connection  with  the  Chi  Idren's  Department  -  this  is  a  substant¬ 
ial  rise  over  the  figure  for  1966  (171). 

Altogether  443  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  and 
these  can  be  classified  as  follows 

Medical  Examinations  of  Children  in  Care,  1967. 


Reception  Home 

1..  Number  of  children  examined  on  admission  30 

2.  Number  of  children  examined  for  boarding  out  2 

3.  Number  of  children  examined  on  discharge  31 

4.  Number  of  routine  examinations  (all  over  5  years)  12 

Charlemont  Close  Nursery 

1.  Number  examined  on  admission  0—1  year  3 

1—5  years  17 

2.  Number  examined  for  boarding  out  0—1  year  4 

1—5  years  5 

3.  Number  examined  on  discharge  0—1  year  8 

1  —5  years  1 1 

4.  Number  examined  for  routine  0—1  year  22 

1—5  years  31 

Children's  Homes 

1.  Number  examined  on  admission  46 

2.  Number  examined  for  boarding  out  5 

3.  Number  examined  on  discharge  39 
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4.  Number  of  routine  examinations  under  5  years 


Nil 

36 

35 

11 


over  5  years 


Examinations  for  direct  boarding  out  children 


Examinations  for  discharge  from  direct  boarding  out 


Annual  examination  of  boarded  out  children  by  West 
Bromwich  Local  Authority  Doctors 


60 


Annual  examination  of  boarded  out  children  by  general 
practitioners. 


12 


Other  children  in  Care  — 

Annual  examination  by  West  Bromwich 
Local  Authority  doctors 


23 


In  addition  42  medical  examinations  were  carried  by  other 
Local  Authorities. 

Corporation  Staff 

The  medical  staff  advise  on  the  medical  fitness  of  staff 
before  appointment  and  for  the  purpose  of  the  sickness  and 
accident  scheme. 

Newly  appointed  staff  are  not  subject  to  a  medical  examin¬ 
ation  if  they  complete  satisfactorily  a  declaration  form  relating 
to  their  past  illness.  Those  involved  in  occupations  dealing 
with  young  children,  food,  medical,  nursing  and  dental  services 
are  subject  to  a  satisfactory  x-ray  before  appointment. 

The  work  done  during  1967  was  as  follows:— 

Examination  before  appointment 

A  total  of  355  officers  completed  satisfactory  declarations 
of  health  and  were  accepted  without  medical  examination,  which 
compares  with  423  in  1966 


Medical  examinations 
Accepted 

Deferred  for  re-examination 


33 

31 

2 


Examination  for  Sickness  £  Accident  Scheme 

A  total  of  504  servants  completed  satisfactorily  declarations 
of  health  and  were  accepted  without  medical  examination  —  this 
compares  with  3  19  in  1966. 


Medical  examinations 
Accepted 

Deferred  for  re-examination 
Fai  led 


149 

131 


8 

18 
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Examination  of  applicants  for  admission  to  training  college 
or  for  employment  as  teachers. 


Medical  examinations 
Accepted 


157 

156 


The  value  of  much  of  this  work  is  in  my  view  doubtful,  for 
most  of  those  employed  do  not  need  a  high  standard  of  fitness  to 
undertake  their  work. 

The  need  for  medical  enquiries  is  unfortunate  for  officers 
with  extensive  Local  Government  Service  coming  from  other 
authorities  who  possess  defects  which  may  lead  to  breakdown  in 
future  years,  but  do  not  at  the  time  interfere  with  their  employment. 
Such  officers  have  difficulty  in  being  accepted  because  of  the 
individual  arrangements  of  each  Authority. 
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CO-ORDINATION  OF  SERVICES  DEALING  WITH 
THE  PREVENTION  OF  CHILD  NEGLECT 


Regularimeetings  of  officers  are  held  to  co-ordinate  services 
dealing  with  this  problem,  and  the  Borough  is,  for  this  purpose, 
divided  into  three  areas,  based  on  the  "Field  Centres"  which 
house  the  nursing  and  social  work  staff  of  the  Health,  Welfare, 
Childrens'  and  Education  Services. 

A  monthly  meeting  in  each  centre  is  now  established  with  the 
local  officers  of  the  central  government  agencies  and  voluntary 
associations  concerned.  These  are  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Principal  Assistant  (Social  work). 

Quarterly  meetings  of  the  heads  of  departments  concerned, 
under  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  deal 
with  general  arrangements  for  co-ordination  between  departments. 

At  these  meetings  the  following  were  represented:— 

Principal  Nursing  Officer 
The  Children's  Officer 
Director  of  Education 
The  Family  Case  Worker 
Housing  Manager 

Inspector  of  the  National  Society  for  the  prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  children. 

The  Probation  Officer 
Town  Clerk's  Department 
Mental  Health  Officers 

Superintendent  of  the  West  Bromwich  Division  of  the 
Constabulary. 

The  Ministry  of  Social  Security 
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FLUORIDATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 

Water  supplies  to  the  Borough  are  provided  by  two  water 
under  takings.  The  City  of  Birmingham  provide  water  supplies  to 
part  of  the  Great  Barr  and  Hamstead  areas  and  this  supply  con¬ 
tains  added  fluorides.  Supplies  to  the  remainder  of  the  Borough 
are  provided  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company 
which  serves  an  extensive  area  of  the  south  part  of  the  West 
Midlands.  These  supplies  are  not  fluoridated. 

COST  OF  THE  SERVICES 

The  cost  of  the  services  provided  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  the  National  Assistance  Act  and  other  health 
services  during  the  year,  is  shown  compared  with  the  cost  of  the 
previous  ten  years  in  the  following  table 


Local  Health 
Services 

Welfare  Service 

Other  Health 

Services 

(Refuse 

Collection 
Prevention  of 
Disease  etc.) 

National  Health 
Services  Act 
1946 

National 

Assistance 

Act,  1948 

Financial 

Year 

Gross 

Cost 

Cost  per 
1,000 
pop 

Gross 

Cost 

Cost  per 
1,000 
pop 

Gross 

Cost 

Cost  per 
1,000 
pop 

1 953/54 

61,911 

703 

24,479 

878 

71,418 

811 

1954/55 

64,525 

724 

28,781 

323 

70,082 

787 

1955/56 

69,931 

777 

32,298 

359 

84,079 

934 

1 956/57 

81,294 

893 

36,823 

404 

91,861 

1,009 

1957/58 

86,862 

931 

46,559 

500 

98,772 

1,062 

1 958/59 

97,514 

1,037 

52,212 

555 

100,880 

1,073 

1 959/60 

T 12, 088 

1,192 

60,692 

645 

111,371 

T  ,1  84 

1960/61 

119,374 

1,256 

67,040 

705 

112,426 

1,184 

1961/62 

133,722 

1,376 

81,383 

839 

131,033 

1,350 

1 962/63 

149,218 

1,522 

94,345 

962 

132,552 

1,352 

1 963/64 

173,791 

1,779 

105,325 

1,078 

147,664 

1,511 

1964/65 

200,327 

2,052 

112,657 

1,154 

183,206 

1,877 

1 965/66 

220,383 

2,248 

140,042 

1,428 

216,202 

2,205 

1 966/67 

410,560 

2,390 

240,800 

1,402 

370,510 

2,157 

82 


PART  V 


WELFARE  SERVICES 

Care  of  the  Aged 
Care  of  the  Handicapped 
Other  Welfare  Services 


WELFARE  SERVICES 


General  Arrangements 

The  Authority's  functions  in  this  field  under  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948,  are  discharged  through  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Committee.  The  administration  is  under  the  Director  of 
Welfare  Services,  who  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  staff,  excluding  those  at  residential  establishments  and 
cleaning  staff  at  the  Social  Centre,  at  the  31st  December,  1967, 
consisted  of 

1  Principal  Welfare  Officer 

1  Deputy  Principal  Welfare  Officer 

3  Senior  Social  Welfare  Officers 

5  Social  Welfare  Officers 

6  Welfare  Assistants 

1  Social  Welfare  Officer  -  Graduate  Supernumerary 

1  Trainee  Welfare  Officer 

2  Home  Teachers  for  the  Blind 

1  Welfare  Assistant  for  the  Bl  ind 

1  Snr.  Occupational  Therapist 

7  Craft  Instructors  (6  full-time;  1  part-time) 

1  Warden  —  Social  Centre 

In  addition  1  Social  Welfare  Officer  and  1  Trainee  Welfare 
Officer  were  seconded  for  training  on  the  two  year  course  for 
Social  Work  training. 

The  duties  relating  to  the  deaf  were  carried  out  by  the 
agency  of  the  Church  Mission  to  the  Deaf,  Walsall,  Acting  on 
behalf  of  the  Corporation,  including  the  enlarged  County  Borough. 

The  services  for  the  blind  were  continued  on  an  agency  basic, 
in  Wednesbury  and  the  old  West  Bromwich  area  by  the  Walsall, 
WestBromwich  and  Aldridge-Blrownhills  Society  for  the  Blind,  and 
for  the  Tipton  area  by  the  Wolverhampton,  Dudley  and  Districts 
Institute  for  the  Bl  ind. 

Care  of  the  Aged 

The  sample  census  for  1966  gives  a  figure  of  15,760  persons 
over  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 

On  the  31st  December,  1967  the  Department  had  a  record  of 
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some  1 ,492  persons  who  for  some  reason  had  come  to  notice. 
Not  all  persons  over  sixty-five  have  need  of  special  services  and 
the  difficulty  is  finding  those  who  do. 

Welfare  Services 

In  general,  a  Local  Authority  has  powers  to  provide  only  a 
few  services  for  the  elderly.  There  is  a  duty  to  provide  accomm¬ 
odation  for  those  in  special  need  and  arrangements  for  meals  and 
recreation  are  permissive.  For  both  of  these  services  charges 
are  made  and  in  respect  of  accommodation  national  regulations 
exist  with  regard  to  minimum  charges. 

Local  Authorities  may  assist  Voluntary  Bodies  providing 
meals  and  recreational  facilities  for  the  elderly  by  grants  of 
money,  equipment,  or  use  of  premises  and  vehicles  (including 
drivers  and  caretakers).  During  the  year  a  number  of  grants  were 
madeand  Social  Centres  belonging  to  the  Department  were  made 
available  to  Old  People's  Clubs. 

Residential  Accommodation 

Accommodation  under  Part  111  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  1948,  is  provided  directly  by  the  Corporation  at 

The  Hawthorns,  Green  Lane,  Great  Barr  for  21  elderly  ladies. 

"Beech  Holme",  Beeches  Road,  West  Bromwich  for  20  elderly  men. 

"Lyndon  House",  Scott  Street,  West  Bromwich,  for  31  elderly  persons 

(either  sex) 

"Greenside  House",  Greenside  Way,  Yew  Tree  Estate,  Walsall,  for  42 

elderly  persons  (either  sex) 

"The  Willows",  34  Bridge  Street,  West  Bromwich,  for  10  elderly  men. 

66,  Clarkes  Lane,  West  Bromwich,  for  10  elderly  ladies. 

"Bromford  House",  Moor  Street,  West  Bromwich  for  52  elderly  persons 

(either  sex) 

"Kelvedon",  7  Wood  Green  Road,  Wednesbury,  for  21  elderly  persons 

(either  sex) 

"Si  Iver  Trees",  Birch  Street,  Tipton,  for  48  elderly  persons  (either  sex) 

There  are  three  blocks  of  elderly  persons'  flatlets  provided 
by  the  Housing  Committee,  each  accommodates  22  persons  and 
has  a  resident  warden  provided  by  the  Welfare  Committee. 

They  are 

"Newport  House",  Monmouth  Drive,  West  Bromwich. 

"Sandfield  House",  Walsall  Road,  West  Bromwich. 

"Bramley  House",  Redwood  Road,  Yew  Tree  Estate,  Walsall. 
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There  is  also  accommodation  at  "Queslade",  situated  at 
Great  Barr,  available  for  approximately  38  persons.  There  is  a 
development  comprising  of  12  x  1  bedroom  flats  for  two  people, 
8  bed-sitting  units  in  a  converted  house  and  6  small  bungalows 
for  single  persons. 

At  the  end  of  1967,  the  number  of  residents  in  Part  11_L 
Accommodation  was  as  follows 

In  Hospital 


Men 

Women 

Men 

Women 

'The  Hawthorns" 

— 

20 

— 

5 

"Beech  Holme 

19 

— 

3 

— 

"Lyndon  House" 

7 

24 

2 

4 

"Greenside  House" 

19 

21 

3 

2 

"The  Willows" 

10 

— 

1 

— 

66,  Clarkes  Lane 

— 

10 

— 

— 

"Bromford  House" 

21 

31 

4 

4 

"Kelvedon" 

6 

12 

— 

— 

"Si Iver  Trees" 

19 

28 

— 

1 

The  general  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  that  255 
beds  were  provided  for  old  persons  (this  is  the  extent  of  the 
provision  made  by  the  Welfare  Services  and  excludes  the  prov¬ 
ision  made  by  the  Health  Services  for  the  Mental ly  Disordered). 
The  waiting  list  at  the  31st  December  1967,  consisted  of  36 
males  and  55  females. 

The  Homes  are  intended  to  be  run  with  regard  to  the  individ¬ 
ual  resident.  Visiting  is  not  restricted  and  free  change  of  doctor 
is  permitted.  Hairdressing  and  chiropody  are  provided.  Birthday 
cards, Christmas  cards  and  presents,  etc.  are  sent  to  each  resident 
and  the  Christmas  Festivities  include  a  party  held  at  the  Social 
Centre.  Throughout  the  year  a  number  of  outings  and  film  shows 
are  made  available  for  those  who  wish  to  participate.  Extra 
comforts  (sweets,  tobacco  and  beer)  are  issued.  Holidays  for 
residents  of  the  Homes  are  arranged  directly  by  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Comiiiuiee  and  in  September  32  weht  to  two  guest  houses 
in  Paignton. 

In  addition  to  the  persons  in  the  Council's  own  homes,  others 
are  maintained  in  Local  Authority  or  Voluntary  Homes  elsewhere. 
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usually  because  they  have  established  ties  with  other  areas  or 
the  homes  provide  special  facilities.  At  the  31st  December 
1967,  these  were  as  follows:— 


"Hampton  Grange",  Hereford 
"St.  Joseph's  Convent",  Wolverhampton 
"Chalfont  Colony",  Bucks. 
"Priceholme"  Scarborough 
"David  Lewis  Colony" 

St.  Mary's,  Stone 
"Botton  Hall',  Danby 

"Cheshire  Foundation  Home", 
Wolverhampton 

"Aigburth",  Leicester 

"Stoke  Park  Colony" 

"Maghull  Home  for  Epileptics" 

"Hill  Crest",  Smethwick 

"Ivy  House"  Cannock 

"St.EI  izabeth's".  Much  Haddon 

"Dibdale",  Sedgley 

"Warstones  House",  Wolverhampton 

"Fernleigh",  Stafford 

"Poplars",  Wolverhampton 

"New  Bradley  Hall",  Kingswinford 

"Lightwoods",  Cheadle,  Stafford 

"Westhope",  Stafford 

"Bartonland  Home  for  the  Blind 

"Nearfield  House",  Lichfield 

"Engleberg",  Wolverhampton 

"St.  Edithas",  Tamworth 

"The  Limes",  Aldridge 

"The  Viewlands",  Wolverhampton 

"Christadelphian  Home",  Birmingham 

Training  College,  Oswestry  ’ 


Men 

1 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 


1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 


Women 

2 

1 

2 

1 


1 

4 

1 

4 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


The  number  of  admissions  and  discharges  from  1st  January 
1967  to  31st  December  1967,  was  as  follows 
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Bromford 

Greensi  de 

Lyndon 

Hawthorns 

Beech  Holme 

Clarkes  Lane 

Willows 

Kelvedon 

Silver  Trees 

No.  of  Beds 

52 

42 

31 

21 

20 

10 

10 

21 

48 

No.  of  Admissions 

21 

22 

20 

14 

4 

1 

12 

4 

10 

No.  of  re-admissions 
from  hospitals 

2 

1 

— 

6 

1 

1 

1 

— 

7 

No.  of  Discharges  * 

9 

7 

10 

8 

2 

1 

7 

•  2 

3 

No.  of  Deaths 

15 

17 

6 

3 

1 

— 

5 

5 

1  1 

No.  of  Beds  occupied 

97% 

97.6% 

94% 

87% 

99% 

99.2^ 

,95.4% 

97% 

198.5% 

*  Discharges  include  admissions  to  Hospitals  for  long  term  care. 
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FINANCE 


The  full  cost  to  the  Corporation  per  resident  in  directly 
maintained  Homes  was  estimated  at  £10.3.3.  per  week  at  the 
31st  December,  1967,  and  172  residents  without  private  means 
were  paying  the  minimum  charge  of  £3.12.0.  per  week.  Twenty- 
three  were  paying  a  proportion  of  the  charge,  whilst  fifty-two 
were  paying  the  full  cost.  Each  resident  received  a  minimum  of 
18/-  per  week  pocket  money. 

A  total  of  60.2%  of  all  admissions  was  to  ground  floor  beds. 
The  sex  proportion  of  residents  at  the  31st  December  1967,  was 
42%  male  and  58%  female.  The  average  age  was  seventy-eight 
and  the  average  length  of  stay  was  33  months  excluding  temporary 
admissions. 

Staffing 

There  was  little  change  in  the  senior  staff  of  all  the  Homes. 

Voluntary  Organisations 

The  West  Bromwich[  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee  is  active 

V . 

with  ten  "Over-Sixty"  Clubs  in  the  Borough.  The  Women's  Royal 
Voluntary  Service  now  have  four  Old  People's  Clubs, the  Wednes- 
bury  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee  has  seven  affiliated  "Over 
Sixty"  Clubs,  and  the  Tipton  Co-ordinating  Committee  for  the 
Care  of  the  Elderly  includes  six  "Over-Sixty"  Clubs. 

Meals  on  Wheels 

The  Women's  Royal  Voluntary  Service  continued  this  service 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  delivering  approximately  310 
meals  per  week. 

For  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March  1967,  the  Corporation 
allowed  for  a  grant  of  £2250  to  the  Service.  The  meals  were 
purchased  from  the  Civic  Restaurant  at  2/1  Id.  each  and  the 
cost  to  the  recipient  was  1/-.  'The  meals  for  Tipton  area  were 
purchased  from  three  works  canteens  at  a  cost  of  2/6d  and  2/9d 
each. 

The  number  of  meals  supplied  during  the  year  rose  to  15.242, 
an  increase  of  3,976  over  the  previous  year's  figures. 

Sons  of  Rest 

There  were  twelve  such  Homes  in  the  Borough  on  the  31st 
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December  1967,  and  men  over  the  age  of  sixty-five  not  in  full 
employment  may  apply  for  membership.  Each  home  organises 
its  own  affairs. 

All  the  homes  were  again  active  during  the  year  andcompeted 
for  trophies  in  dominoes,  snooker  and  crib  leagues.  The  usual 
outings,  annual  dinners,  birthdav  parties,  carol  services  and  the 
annual  get-together  were  again  very  much  enjoyed  and  appreciated. 


Number  on 
Register 

Days  open 

Per  Week 

Average  Weekly 
Attendance 

Dartmouth  Park 

80 

5 

245 

Friar  Park 

40 

4 

97 

Hamstead 

20 

4 

80 

Eli  Fletcher 

70 

5 

178 

Oakwood  Park 

60 

5 

150 

El iza  Corbett 

60 

5 

98 

Kenrick  Park 

34 

5 

100 

Farley  Park 

68 

5 

175 

Hateley  Fleath 

20 

3 

18 

Homestead 

70 

5 

145 

Home  Lea 

74 

5 

100 

Wednesbury 

85 

5 

150 

681 

51 

1536 

89 


Total 
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The  number  of  registered  blind  persons  in  the  Borough  in  age  groups,  is  as  follows 


The  service  relating  to  the  extended  area  was  continued  on 
an  agency  bas  is  -  Tipton  cases  were  dealt  with  by  Wolverhampton  , 
Dudley,  District  Institute  for  the  Blind,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
Borough  by  the  Walsall,  West  Bromwich  and  Aldridge-Brownhi  I  Is 
Society  for  the  Blind. 

Residential  Care 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  nine  blind  persons  in 
Homes  for  the  elderly  and  three  in  homes  run  by  other  agencies. 

Employment 

At  the  31st  December  1967,  the  following  were  employed  in 
the  special  workshops. 

3  Basket  Makers 

2  Miscel laneous  Workers 
7  Brush  Makers 

1  Boot  and  Shoe  Repairer 
1  Piano  Tuner 
1  Knitter 

1  Salesman 

There  were  three  people  in  the  Home  Workers  Scheme:— 

1  Basket  Maker 
1  Salesman 
1  Carpenter 

and  twenty- one  people  were  known  to  be  employed  in  open 
industry. 

1  Proprietor  (Haulage) 

3  Gardeners 

2  Storekeepers 
2  Typists 

5  Machine  Tool  Operators 
5  Labourers 
2  Craft  Instructors 
1  Shop  Assistant 
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Blind  Persons  with  Additional  Handicaps 
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Visiting 


A  total  of  2,654  visits  was  made  to  Blind  and  Partially 
Sighted  persons  in  their  own  homes  during  the  year. 

Teaching  in  the  Home 

During  the  year  five  people  were  taught  Braille  and  Moon  in 
the  Home  and  are  now  proficient  in  reading  and  writing. 

Only  a  few  handicraft  lessons  were  given  in  Stool  Seating, 
Knitting,  Canework  and  Typewriting  in  the  home  as  most  of  the 
people  interested  were  able  to  attend  the  Social  Centres. 

Training  and  Employment 

Three  persons  attended  a  course  for  training  during  the  year. 
There  are  now  two  new  cases  of  employment. 

Holidays 

This  year  the  blind  from  the  old  West  Bromwich  area  again 
went  to  four  guest  houses  in  Paington.  A  total  of  34  blind, 

38  guides ,  1  chi  Id  and  three  members  of  staff  attended  th§  hoi  iday. 
Forty-one  Tipton  blind  and  their  guides  went  to  Paignton  in  May 
and  grants  were  made  to  eleven  blind  people  in  Wednesbury  to 
enable  them  to  take  a  holiday. 

Guide  Dogs 

Two  men  went  for  training  and  received  guide  dogs  during 
the  year. 

Talking  Books 

Eleven  people  received  talking  books  during  the  year  and  a 
number  had  their  names  put  on  the  waiting  list. 
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Wireless 

The  arrangements  for  welfare  services  continued  to  work 
very  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year,  and  twenty-two  wirelesses 
were  issued  through  the  Wireless  for  the  Blind  Fundduring  the  year. 

Social  Activities 

Each  Tuesday  a  social  gathering  was  held  at  the  Social 
Centre.  On  Thursdays  a  group  (average  24  persons)  met  for 
craft  work.  Transport  was  provided.  On  the  third  Wednesday  of 
each  month  a  concert  was  held  at  the  Walsall  Institute  and  a 
Beetle  Drive  on  the  last  Thursday  in  the  month.  A  Social  was 
held  onthe  second  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  St.  Matthew's  Church, 
Tipton. 

Summer  Trips 

On  the  4th  September  1967,  a  summer  trip  was  arranged  to 
Matlock  Bath  and  Dovedale  for  the  blind  living  in  the  old  West 
Bromwich  area.  In  Wednesbury,  outings  were  arranged  for  the 
blind  and  their  guides  to  the  Cotswolds,  Weston-Super-Mare, 
and  Weston  Park  and  theTipton  blind  had  outings  to  Rhyl , Malvern, 
Burton,  Stourport,  Moseley,  Old  Hill,  Hodnet  Hall  and  the  Black 
and  White  Minstrel  Show. 


Christmas  Parties 

No  Christmas  Party  was  held  for  the  West  Bromwich  blind  as 
they  opted  to  receive  a  grant  of  £2  instead.  A  Christmas  Dinner 
and  New  Year's  Dance  was  arranged  for  the  Wednesbury  Workers. 
Christmas  and  Easter  Teas  were  arranged  for  the  Tipton  blind 
by  the  Wolverhampton  Institute  —  and  the  homebound  unable  to 
attend  received  a  parcel. 

Large  Print  Books 

The  Public  Library  have  available  for  loan  a  number  of 
books  with  specially  large  print  suitable  for  partially  sighted 
or  elderly  persons. 

Partially  Sighted  Register 

The  total  number  of  partially  sighted  persons  registered  in 
West  Bromwich  at  the  31st  December  1967,  was  forty-seven. 
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The  following  table  shows  age  and  sex  distribution. 


Years 

5-15 

16-20 

21-49 

50-64 

65  &  over 

Total 

Male 

4 

3 

2 

4 

8 

21 

Female 

7 

1 

3 

3 

12 

26 

Total 

11 

4 

5 

7 

20 

47 

Welfare  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 

The  welfare  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  has  been  provided  as  in 
previous  years  by  the  Church  Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  at 
Walsall  under  the  Missioner.  The  number  of  deaf  registered  at 
the  31st  December  1967,  was  as  follows 


Classification 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaf  without  speech 

44 

41 

85 

Deaf  with  speech 

18 

10 

28 

Hard  of  Hearing 

6 

12 

18 

Totai 

68 

63 

131 

The  weekly  social  club  is  held  at  the  Social  Centre  and 
in  addition  the  Mission  for  the  Deaf,  Walsall,  is  utilised  by  the 
West  Bromwich  deaf  for  religious  services  and  some  social 
activities.  Other  activities  include  football,  cricket  matches  and 
a  week's  holiday.  The  Christmas  Party  was  held  at  the  Social 
Centre  on  the  23rd  December  1967,  at  which  approximately  forty- 
two  deaf  or  hard  of  hearing  persons  attended. 

Several  outings  were  arranged  during  the  year. 
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PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED 


At  the  31st  December  1967,  the  number  of  physically  handi¬ 
capped  in  West  Bromwich  was  895. 

Physical  ly  handicapped  are  grouped  into  a  total  of  five  groups, 
these  are  defined  as  follows  :  — 

Group  'A'  Physically  handicapped  persons  (other  than  children) 
who  though  possibly  needing  training  for  some 
occupations  are  capable  of  work  under  ordinary 
industrial  conditions. 

Group  'B'  Physically  handicapped  persons  (other  than  children) 
who  are  incapable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial 
conditions,  but  who  are  mobile  and  capable  of  work 
in  sheltered  workshops. 


Group  ‘C’  Physically  handicapped  persons  (other  than  children) 
who  are  incapable  of  work  under  ordinary  conditions 
and  who  are  insufficiently  mobile  for  work  in  sheltered 
workshops,  but  who  are  capable  of  work  at  home. 

Group  'D'  Physically  handicapped  persons  (other  than  children) 
who,  are  incapable  of  work  or  not  availablefor  work. 

Group  'E'  Physically  handicapped  persons  who  are  school 
children  under  the  age  of  16  years,  and  whose  needs 
are  likely  to  be  met  under  the  enactments,  but  for 
whom  the  Local  Authority  has  general  responsibilities 
under  Section  29  of  the  Act.  The  numbers  in  each 
group  at  the  end  of  1967  were  as  follows 


Group 

Total 
31 . 12 .66 

Addit¬ 

ions 

1967 

Total 

Deaths 

Moved 
out  of 
Area 

Other 

Remov¬ 

als 

Part 

111 

Total 

Total 

1967 

A 

132 

10 

142 

4 

1 

7 

12 

130 

B 

28 

1 

29 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

29 

C 

16 

— 

16 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15 

D 

575 

149 

724 

37 

1 

6 

7 

51 

673 

E 

53 

160 

53 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

48 

Total 

804 

160 

964 

42 

2 

17 

7 

69 

895 
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The  analysis  of  the  age  groups  is  as  follows  :~ 


Chi  Idren 
under  16 

16-29 

30-49 

50-64 

65  f 

Tota  1 

Males 

19 

63 

71 

126 

133 

412 

Females 

22 

49 

52 

116 

244 

483 

Total 

41 

1 12 

123 

242 

377 

895 

The  895  cases  known  to  the  Department  can  be  classified 
as  suffering  from  disabilities  as  shown  in  the  following  tabfe:  — 


Coding 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

Total 

Amputations 

A/E 

13 

1 

2 

46 

— 

62 

Arthritis  &  Rheumatism 

F 

5 

4 

3 

175 

— 

1  87 

Congenital  Malformations 
&  Deformities 

G 

21 

4 

1 

21 

17 

64 

Disease  of  the  Digestive 

&  Genito-Urinary  Systems 
of  Heart  or  Circulatory 

System  of  the  Respiratory 
System  (other  than 
tuberculosis) 

H/L 

25 

3 

3 

260 

1  2 

303 

Injuries  of  Head,  face,  neck, 
thorax,  abdomen,  pelvis,  or 
trunk  injuries  or  diseases 
(other  than  tuberculosis)  of 
the  upper  &  lower  limbs  & 

Q/T 

22 

4 

2 

67 

— 

95 

spine 

Organic,  nervous,  epilepsy, 
polio,  hemiplegia,  etc. 

V 

38 

12 

3 

88 

6 

147 

Mental  Disorders 

v/w 

1 

— 

1 

4 

— 

6 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

X 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

5 

Non  Respiratory 

Y 

2 

— 

— 

8 

5 

1  5 

Diseases  and  injuries  not 

7 

1 

9 

7 

1 

1  1 

specified  above 

Z 

/ 

TOTALS 

1-30 

30 

1  5 

679 

4  1 

895 

The  number  of  known  cases  of  epilepsy  in  the  Borough  was 
74  consisting  of  19  men,  17  women,  24  boys  and  14  girls.  There 
were  a  I  so  75  known  cases  of  cerebral  palsy  ( including  hemiplegia) 
46  adults  (20  male  26  female)  and  29  children  (18  boys  11  girls). 

Car  Badges  for  the  Disabled 

A  total  of  35  car  badges  were  issued  by  the  Corporation  to 
severely  handicapped  persons  to  identify  their  vehicles  when 
parked. 
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Holidays  1967 

The  Welfare  Committee  arranged  a  week's  holiday  for  the 
physically  handicapped  which  took  place  in  September  at  a 
holiday  camp  at  Prestatyn.  A  total  of  216  adults  and  12  children, 
together  with  15  staff  attended.  The  numbers  were  made  up  as 
fol  lows 

154  Physical  ly  Hand icapped 
62  Escorts 
12  Children 
15  Staff 

The  net  cost  after  allowing  for  contributions  from  the  part¬ 
icipants  was  £1,439. 4. 4d. 

Social  Activities 

There  is  an  active  association-The  West  Bromwich  Voluntary 
Association  for  the  Handicapped;  and  three  clubs  for  physically 
handicapped  persons.  The  Fellowship  of  the  New  Horizons 
which  meets  in  the  West  Bromwich  Social  Centre  each  Friday 
evening,  the  Tipton  Physically  Handicapped  Club  which  meets  in 
Tipton  every  Wednesday  evening  and  the  Wednesbury  Fellowship 
for  the  Disabled  which  meets  in  Wednesbury  Town  Hall  every 
month. 

These  clubs  are  assisted  by  the  Corporation  with  transport 
and  for  the  use  of  premises  for  club  activities. 

The  West  Bromwich  Physically  Handicapped  Voluntary 
Association  gave  financial  assistanceto  46  handicapped  persons 
and  their  escorts  to  go  on  holiday  to  Weston  and  to  nearly  100 
handicapped  persons  and  escorts  who  went  to  Prestatyn.  It 
also  sent  24  families  to  its  own  holiday  chalets  at  Clarach  Bay. 
The  Association's  ambulance  was  used  on  many  occasions  to 
take  handicapped  persons  on  outings,  visits  to  relatives  and 
was  also  loaned  to  other  voluntary  bodies  like  the  Spastics 
Society  for  special  events.  It  also  provided  monetary  grants  for 
special  needs  of  handicapped  persons,  distributed  Christmas 
parcels  and  organised  an  Easter  party  which  was  assisted  by 
Corporation  transport. 

The  Tipton  Physically  Handicapped  Club  arranged  outings 
and  other  events  during  the  year  and  also  organised  a  Christmas 
Party. 

The  Wednesbury  Fellowship  for  the  Disabled  during  the  year 
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arranged  coach  outings,  a  holiday  at  Sand  Bay,  Weston-Super-Mare 
and  a  Christmas  Party. 

Day  Centres 

These  are  held  for  elderly  persons,  home-bound  by  physical 
infirmity  and  are  held  at  Tipton  on  Mondays,  West  Bromwich  on 
Wednesdays  and  Wednesbury  on  Fridays.  At  the  31st  December 
1967,  there  were  107  persons  on  the  register  and  the  average 
attendance  was  74  per  week.  Persons  attending  the  Day  Centres 
are  collected  from  their  homes  at  10  a.m.  and  returned  to  their 
homes  at  4.30  p.m.  in  the  Corporation's  tail-lift  buses.  A  mid¬ 
day  meal  is  provided  towards  which  they  pay  1/3d.  per  meal. 

The  programme  covers  a  varied  field,  e.g.  knitting,  bingo, 
whist,  beetle  drives,  film  shows,  talks  etc.  Outings  were 
organised  during  the  year  and  also  a  Christmas  party.  The 
expenses  of  the  outings  were  met  by  the  people  attending  from 
funds  raised  by  themselves. 
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OCCUPATIONAL  THERAPY 

Classes 

During  the  year  the  classes  were  held  at  the  West  Bromwich 
Social  Centre.  There  were  12,449  attendances  and  the  register 
stood  at  an  average  of  85  during  the  year. 

In  addition  a  new  centre  was  opened  at  Wednesbury  Town 
Hall  on  12th  April  1967.  Attendances  totalled  1,646  and  the 
number  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  17. 

Domiciliary  Work 

One  Craft  Instructor  was  able  to  devote  most  of  her  time  to 
domiciliary  work  with  the  result  that  there  was  a  considerable 
improvement  in  this  service  and  758  visits  were  made  during  the 
year.  A  further  25  visits  were  made  to  the  elderly  and  Old 
People's  Homes. 

Social  Activities 

During  the  year  a  number  of  outings  were  arranged,  amongst 
them  a  visit  to  the  Oak  House,  a  trip  to  Evesham  and  to  the 
Birmingham  Theatre. 

Handicapped  persons  again  had  a  stall  at  the  Horticultural 
Show  held  in  Dartmouth  Park  and  a  Christmas  Fayre  held  in  the 
Town  Hall,  West  Bromwich.  Work  was  again  entered  in  compet¬ 
itions  —  there  were  two  prize  winners  in  the  Evening  Mail  Home 
Makers  Competition  and  one  first  prize  winner  in  the  handicraft 
competition  arranged  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Association  for 
the  the  Welfare  of  Physically  Handicapped. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  foreign  visitors,  including  a 
party  of  German  ladies,  visited  the  Social  Centre. 

Transport 

During  1967,  three  tail-lift  buses  were  in  service  and  the 
number  of  passengers  transported  in  these  was  as  follows 

5,837  Occupational  Therapy 
1,691  Club  for  the  Blind 
1 ,129  Day  Centres 

2,068  New  Horizons  Club  for  the  Physically  Handicapped 
1,670  Tipton  Physically  Handicapped  Club 
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In  additon  a  number  of  patients  were  transported  by  ordinary 
buses. 

Health  Service  Activities 

The  Circle  of  Friendship  a  club  for  the  mentally  ill  con¬ 
tinued  to  have  the  use  of  a  tail-lift  bus  on  Monday  evenings  of 
each  week. 

The  approximate  mileage  for  the  year  by  the  tail-lift  buses 
was  26,074. 

Events  arranged  by  the  Welfare  Department  accounted  for  :-  21,768 

New  Horizons  Club  and  West  Bromwich  Physically 
Handicapped  Voluntary  Association  2,840 

Use  by  the  Health  Services  :-  1,466 

One  of  the  special  buses  was  used  tor  the  holiday  for  the 
physically  handicapped  at  Prestatyn  and  the  mileage  for  the 
week  was  296  mi  les. 
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PART  VI 


General  Hygiene 
Housing 

Air  and  Factory  Hygiene 
Food  Hygiene  and  Control 
Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage 


S.CAYTON  ESQ.,  F.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.INST.P.C.,  M.INST.F. 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WEST  BROMWICH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

HYGIENE  AND  CLEANSING  DEPARTMENT  1967 


HYGIENE  AND  CLEANSING  COMMITTEE 
as  at  31st  December,  1967 

Chairman  —  Councillor  E.  Clarke 
Deputy  Chairman  —  Alderman  Mrs.  L*  Peckover 

Alderman  A.E.  Diggett 
Councillor  J.C.R.  Ashby 
Councillor  D.G.  Booton 
Councillor  J.W.  Butler 
Councillor  J. A.  Dicken 
Councillor  J.E.  Downes 
Councillor  Mrs.  B.U.  Jones 
Councillor  Dr.  J.F.  Milligan 
Councillor  J.H.  O’Neil 
Councillor  J.  Stokes 
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HYGIENE  AND  CLEANSING  DEPARTMENT 
ESTABLISHMENT  AS  AT  31ST  DECEMBER,  1967 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hygiene  and  Cleansing 

Committee : 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  ana  Gentlemen, 

The  year  1967  was  the  second  since  the  amalgamation  with 
the  Boroughs  of  Tipton  ana  Weanesbury  under  the  West  Midlands 
Order  1965  and  constituted  the  first  full  year,  from  January  to 
December,  in  which  the  new  County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich 
has  functioned  as  a  separate  entity. 

There  was  inevitably  a  period  of  transition  in  1966  when 
because  of  the  re-organisation  involved,  some  aspects  of  the 

department's  work  suffered  from  staff  changes,  changed  accomm¬ 
odation  and  difficult  internal  communications  to  name  those 
which  come  readily  to  mind.  However,  it  is  with  pleasure  that 
I  can  now  report  that  1967  saw  the  emergence  of  the  full  capabil¬ 
ities  of  the  department  involving  increased  inspections  of  premises 
and  of  food,  greater  activity  in  the  field  of  air  pollution  and 
disposal  of  refuse  and  thereby  an  improvement  in  the  services  of 
the  department  generally,  on  behalf  of  the  Council. 

Office  Accommodation : 

Another  change  of  accommodation  (the  fourth  in  four  years) 
/ok  place  during  the  year  between  certain  sections  of  the 
department  and  the  Housing  Manager's  department.  This  had  the 
advantage  of  bringing  members  of  my  staff  closer  to  the  main 
administrative  building  and  allowed  better  use  of  the  accomm¬ 
odation  available  with  improved  efficiency  but  still  much  less 
satisfactory  than  if  we  were  united  under  one  roof. 

Staff  Changes : 

A  number  of  senior  staff  changes  took  place  during  the  year, 
affecting  also  the  organisation  of  work  within  the  department. 

Mr.  M,  Jacob  commenced  as  my  Deputy  in  March  and  following 
an  investigation  into  the  requirements  of  the  Borough  with  regard 
to  future  srrrke  control,  a  separate  air  pollution  section  wasi  set 
up  in  August  with  Mr.  C.R.  Cresswell  as  Senior  Inspector.  This 
section  did  preliminary  work  on  Proposed  Smoke  Control  Area  No. 
17(2,082  premises)  and  the  details  were  forwarded  to  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  by  the  end  of  the  year.  This 
was  the  first  area  of  a  new  20  year  programme  extending  through¬ 
out  the  Borough. 

Mr.  Wm. Cunningham,  Associate  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
took  control  of  the  District  Inspection  Section  so  that  at  the  end 


of  the  year  there  were  four  sections  of  the  Department  each  with 
a  senior  Public  Health  Inspector  at  its  head  i.e.  Housing,  District 
Inspection,  Meat  Inspection,  Air  Pollution.  A  further  section 
concerned  with  Food  and  Drugs  and  Offices  and  Shops  legislation 
is  supervisee  by  an  experienced  Public  Health  Inspector  who  is 
not  yet  designated  "Senior". 

Mr.  M.J.  Mason  commenced  as  Assistant  Cleansing  Super¬ 
intendent  on  18th  September  and  assisted  in  some  of  the  prelimin¬ 
ary  work  preparatory  to  the  proposed  introduction  of  refuse 
collection  in  paper  sacks  instead  of  dustbins  and  disposal  by 
pulverisation.  It  is  hoped  that  both  projects  will  begin  in  1968. 

Administrative  Aids: 

In  a  department  such  as  this  where  47  technical  officers  are 
employed  on  a  wide  variety  of  duties,  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to 
maintain  the  detailed  records  and  files  required  in  a  condition 
whereby  information  is  readily  available  and  completely  up-to-date. 
This  to  some  extent  has  always  been  a  problem  with  the  public 
health  inspectors'  work  due  to  the  large  amount  of  legislation, 
some  of  it  overlapping,  under  which  he  acts  and  the  widely 
differing  kinds  of  premises  he  has  to  visit. 

The  "Tape-riter"  system,  which  has  been  installed  in  most 
offices,  allows  for  all  correspondence  to  be  dealt  with  by  means 
of  the  central  typing  pool  and  saves  much  time  in  the  dictation 
and  typing  of  correspondence.  This  allows  maximum  use  of  the 
clerks  in  the  department  for  truly  clerical  work,  including  filing 
and  the  maintenance  of  basic  statistics.  Nevertheless,  a  typewriter 
and  ability  to  use  it  is  of  inestimable  value  not  only  for  speed  but 
as  ah  aid  to  neatness  and  clarity  of  our  records. 

The  introduction  of  computer  filing  of  housing  records  in 
connection  with  Land  Charges  Searches  during  the  coming  year 
shouloalso  do  much  to  reduce  routine  work  with  property  ^enquiries 
which  numbered  2,591  in  1967.  This  is  a  particularly  difficult 
project  but  one  which  will  be  very  rewarding  if  the  application 
proves  successful. 

An  investigation  was  also  carried  out  into  the  radio  control 
of  vehicles  useo  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse.  Such 
a  scheme  has  a  great  deal  to  commena  it  for  it  would  enable  us 
to  maintain  much  closer  contact  between  staff  and  workmen  in 
the  field  not  only  for  supervisory  purposes  but  would  visibly 
improve  communications  between  the  domestic,  industrial  and 
commercial  users  of  the  service,  the  management  and  the  workers. 


Although  there  would  be  savings  in  time  and  transport  involved 
in  carrying  instructions,  the  principle  advantage  would  be  in 
greater  operational  efficiency. 

Management  Services  Report: 

The  independent  Unit  set  up  and  attached  to  the  Town  Clerk's 
Department  in  1966  reported  in  September  on  the  Administration, 
Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse.  In  the  Course  of  their  invest¬ 
igations  visits  were  made  to  Barking,  Bedford,  Bristol  and  Dudley 
to  observe  the  collection  of  refuse  in  paper  sacks  and  make 
comparison  with  traditional  collection  in  bins.  They  made  the 
following  five  major  points 

(1)  Centralisation  of  activities : 

The  report  supported  the  idea  of  centralisation  at Sheepwash 
Lane  of  plant,  vehicles  and  welfare  facilities. 

(2)  Structure  of  Administration  : 

The  structure  of  management  and  administration  staff 
gradings  should  be  adjusted  to  allow  for  incentive  to 
promotion.  This  had  previously  been  recommended  and  is 
to  be  reconsidered. 

(3)  Paper  Sack  Colle  ction : 

The  report  supports  the  conclusions  already  reached  by 
the  Committee  for  the  gradual  conversion  of  bins  to  paper 
sack  collections. 

(4)  Communications: 

A  pilot  application  of  radio  control  should  be  applied  to 
vehicles  collecting  industrial  refuse.  If  the  results  are 
up  to  expectations  the  whole  fleet  should  be  so  equipped. 
It  is  considered  that  the  investment  would  add  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  service  by  improving  communications  from 
the  management  to  the  workmen  and  vice-versa. 

(5)  Clothing  and  Appearance : 

The  report  recommended  the  use  of  a  lighter  and  brighter 
colour  for  collection  vehicles  to  coincide  with  the  modern 
concept  of  refuse  collection  as  exemplified  by  the  use  of 
paper  sacks  instead  of  bins.  The  protective  clothing  of 
the  workmen  should  also  be  given  a  "new  look". 

All  these  recommendations  had  the  full  support  of  the  comm¬ 
ittee  and  the  first  four  were  already  part  of  their  policy  and 
included  in  their  capital  spending  programme. 
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Markets  and  Fairs : 

This  years  cover  photograph  is  a  well-known  open  market  at 
Wednesbury.  Hitherto,  only  one  small  covered  market  existed  in 
the  Borough  but  now  there  are  two  open  markets  in  addition. 
Regulations  governing  the  sale  of  food  in  markets  and  from  stalls 
and  delivery  vehicles  become  operative  on  1st  January  1967. 
The  illustration  was  therefore  considered  appropriate. 

Markets  and  Fairs  have  been  part  of  our  social  history  since 
Mediaeval  times,  the  former  held  weekly  the  latter  annually.  The 
festive  element  in  the  fair  which  is  of  course  lacking  in  the 
market,  is  a  survival  of  .  ancient  tribal  and  national  usages  and 
the  one  to  which  society  has  clung  most  tenaciously. 

The  market  was  an  institution  which  arose  from  economic 
need.  Regulations  prescribing  the  dimensions  of  casks,  the 
weights  of  cheese,  bread  and  butter  and  forbidding  the  sale  of 
meat  in  the  dark,  are  now  amusing  relics  of  forms  of  food  adult¬ 
eration  from  the  past  and  were  much  less  sophisticated  than 
today. 

The  broad  rows  of  booths,  ranged  to  form  a  street  leading  to 
the  Church,  the  Abbey  or  the  Castle  gateway  influenced  the 
future  shape  of  the  town  and  the  market  cross  or  hall  gave  it  a 
centre. 

The  modern  concept  of  a  town  centre  is  very  different,  although 
it  includes  shopping  and  pedestrian  precincts.  The  open  market 
is  a  relic  of  the  Middle  Ages  and  often  a  colourful  centre  of 
interest,  a  meeting  place  and  an  attraction  to  shoppers  looking 
for  a  "bargain"  but,  can  the  sale  of  'open  foods'  in  the  open  air 
be  made  hygienic  by  Regulations,  and  is  not  the  sale  of  food  in 
an  open  market  really  an  anarchronism  ?  Despite  these  questions 
the  steps  we  have  taken  to  apply  the  Regulations  are  set  out  in 
the  section  on  food  hygiene. 

Appointments  and  Examination  Successes: 

We  welcome  Mr.  Michael  Jacob  as  the  new  deputy  and  Mr. 
Michael  J.  Mason  as  Assistant  Cleansing  Superintendent.  Both 
are  now  firmly  established  and  if  all  new  plans  materialise  both 
face  a  period  of  high  activity. 

The  return  of  Mr.  G.W.  Aston  from  his  year's  work  in  South 
America  on  behalf  of  the  B.P.  Boy  Scouts'  Movement  brought  the 
department  distinction  by  the  high  praise  his  work  received  at 
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home  and  overseas  in  rejuvenating  the  movement  in  Uruguay. 
The  willingness  of  the  Committee  and  the  Council  to  facilitate 
this  imaginative  piece  of  work  reflects  credit  too  on  English 
local  government  and  adds  a  little  glamour  and  stimulation  into 
into  work  which  is  sometimes  frustrating  and  often  drab. 


Mr.  S.W.  Hogg,  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  (Housing)  was 
one  of  seventeen  inspectors  selected  to  carry  out  an  intensive 
survey  of  housing  in  the  West  Midlands  during  September  and 
October.  This  survey  was  carried  out  for  the  Ministry  "of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  subsequent  to  the  Dennington  Committee 
Report,  entitled  "Our  Oloer  Homes".  A  total  of  3,000  houses 
was  selected  at  random  for  inspection.  The  Ministerial  report, 
based  on  the  statistics  obtained  as  a  result  of  this  survey  and  a 
National  survey  carried  out  earlier,  is  expected  to  be  published 
in  1968. 

We  congratulate  the  following  on  their  attainments  and  wish 
them  continued  success:— 


Mr.  C.R.  Cresswell 


Mr. .C.C.  Wilkes 

Mr.  A.W.  Reeves 

Mr.  W.G.  Rees 

Mr.  J.T.  Compton 

Mr.  R.  Cartwright  (Pupil) 

Mr.  E.  Bignell  (Pupil) 

Mr. T.l. Galloway  (Pupil) 
Mr.  D.  Ayres  (Pupil) 

Mr.  G.  L.  Adams  (Pupi  I) 


Certificate  in  Advanced  Fuel  Technology 
(Sold  Fuels) 

Institute  of  Fuel  and  Associateship  of 
the  Institute. 

The  Diploma  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Health  for  Smoke  Inspectors. 

Diploma  of  Municipal  Administration 
Final  Part  1 . 

Diploma  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors' 
Examination  Board. 

National  Certificate  in  Building 
B.Sc.  Course  —  Third  Year 
B.Sc.  Course  —  Second  Year 
B.Sc.  Course  —  Second  Year 
Diploma  Course  —  Third  Year 
Diploma  Course  —  Third  Year 


Miss. G.M.Lemar  (Senior  Clerk)  Local  Government  Clerical  Examination 

Acknowledgements : 

Sincere  thanks  to  the  Transport  Manager  and  his  staff  for 
their  work  in  maintaining  a  much  enlarged  refuse  collection  fleet 
which  includes  some  unfamiliar  vehicles  accommodated  in  un¬ 
familiar  and  sometimes  inconvenient  depots. 
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To  all  Chief  Officers  and  Heads  of  other  departments,  a 
generous  worn  of  appreciation  for  willing  and  prompt  assistance 
and  information  whenever  called  for.  Finally,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
thank  you  for  the  confidence  and  support  I  have  received  from 
your  committee  and  the  pleasure  of  working  with  you  in  your 
first  year  of  office. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  CAYTON, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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GENERAL  HYGIENE 


Description  of  the  Area 

The  total  acreage  of  the  Borough  is  now  11,704  and  the 
population  172,650. 

A  penny  rate  produces  £31,400  and  the  rateable  value  of  the 
Borough  is  £7,837,427. 

* 

Meteorology  —  Weather  Station  —  Wigmore 

Total  Rainfall  -  1967  30.47" 

,,  ,,  -  1966  33.84" 

,,  ,,  -  1965  33.18" 

Monthly  Rainfall  1967 

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


Inspections 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  by 
Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Technical  Assistants  was  40,729. 
This  figure  represents  an  increase  of  42%  on  the  total  for  1966, 
although  it  must  be  remembered  that  figures  for  1966  did  not 
include  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Boroughs  of  Tipton  and 
Wednesbury  between  1.1.66  and  31.3.66. 


1.97 

2.43 

2.02 

1.28 

5.47 

0.61 

1.34 

1.91 

3.14 

6.21 

1.60 

2.49 


30.47  inches 


(a)  Housing 

Inspections  (Slum  Clearance,  Repairs, 

Improvement  Grants,  Multi-occupation 

and  surveys  6,340 

Re-inspections  3,756 

Caravans  746 

(b)  Food  and  Drugs 

Food  Premises  Inspections  and  visits  2,856 

Re-inspections  2,113 

Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles  1,137 

Sampling  466 

Meat  and  Poultry  Inspection  5,345 

(c)  Offices,  Shops  ana  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Inspections  597 

Re-inspections,  Surveys  and  Registrations  3,175 


(d)  Air  Pollution  and  Factories 

Inspections  and  visits  (smoke  observations, 
surveys,  complaints,  volumetric  measurement, 
industrial  noise  and  Factory  inspection)  6,031 

Re-inspections  727 

(e)  General  Environmental  Health 

Nuisances,  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal, 

Rodent  Control,  Pests  and  Infectious  Diseases, 

Domestic  noise  and  drainage.  6,855 

Total :  40,729 


Because  of  the  nature  of  the  work  and  the  size  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  required  to  carry  out  the  various  inspection  duties,  it  is 
inevitable  that  specialisation  of  inspectors'  responsibilities 
becomes  necessary.  There  are  now  five  well  defined  sections 
dealing  with  Public  Health  Inspection  duties  and  one  exclusively 
confined  to  public  cleansing  —  refuse  collection  and  disposal. 

The  senior  staff  in  charge  of  sections  must  of  necessity 
remain  static  for  a  few  years  to  maintain  a  uniform  approach  to 
the  respective  work  of  their  sections  and  to  ensure  that  an 
adequate  level  of  work  is  maintained.  However  it  is  desirable 
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that  Public  Health  Inspectors  particularly  should  be  conversant 
with  all  the  duties  of  their  office  and  widen  their  experience  as 
much  as  possible  so  that  they  are  able  to  substitute  in  other 
sections  at  times  of  staff  shortage  and  be  able  to  compete  on 
broadly  equal  terms  with  their  colleagues  for  more  senior  appoint¬ 
ments. 

It  is  therefore  our  policy  to  allow  for  the  movement  of  Public 
Health  Inspectors  between  sections  after  appropriate  periods  to 
counteract  any  narrowing  of  their  experiencedue  to  specialisation. 
In  addition,  regular  two  monthly  staff  meetings  were  introduced 
in  1967  to  discuss  general  council  policy  in  relation  to  the  work 
of  the  department  and  to  keep  all  staff  members  well  informed  of 
the  work  that  the  department  as  a  whole  is  doing.  These  meetings 
have  proved  very  beneficial. 

Notices  Served  and  Properties  Repaired : 

Public  Health  Acts  and  Housing  Acts 


Notices  requiring  repairs 


Notices  re  abatement  of  nuisances 
other  than  above  and  other  action. 

Works  carried  out  by  Council  in 
default  285 

Total  number  of  houses  repaired  971 


Informal 

Formal 

323 

544 

30 

12 
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a)  HOUSING 

New  Housing  Accommodation 


1288 

331 


1619 


Slum  Clearance 

Fifty-five  clearance  areas  containing  a  total  of  774  houses 
were  declared  during  the  year.  The  Council  resolved  to  make 
clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders  in  respect  of  677  of 
these  houses,  219  houses  included  in  clearance  areas  declared 
by  the  former  Tipton  and  Wednesbury  Borough  Councils  and  127 
houses  included  in  areas  declared  in  1966. 

Public  local  enquiries  were  held  in  respect  of  15  orders 
containing  a  total  of  307  houses  alleged  to  be  unfit-  Objections 
on  grounds  of  fitness  were  made  in  97  cases.  Two  of  the  orders 
containing  a  total  of  135  unfit  houses  and  in  which  40  objections 
to  unfitness  were  made,  were  awaiting  confirmation  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  In  confirming  the  remaining  orders  the  Minister  up¬ 
held  6  objections.  Three  orders  containing  176  unfit  houses  which 
haa  been  the  subject  of  enquiries  in  1966  were  also  confirmed. 
Eight  of  the  59  objections  to  unfitness  were  upheld  and  in  one 
order  a  modification  involved  the  substitution  of  clearance 
orders  for  17  houses  originally  included  in  a  compulsory  purchase 
order. 

Six  unopposed  orders  relating  to  45  houses  were  also  con¬ 
firmed.  Closing  or  demolition  orders  were  made  in  connection 
with  157  houses. 


The  number  of  new  Houses  and  flats  built  by  the  Local 
Authority  in  1967  was 

The  number  of  houses  and  flats  erected  by 
private  enterprise  in  1967  was  : 


Progress  in  Rehousing  and  Demolition  of  Unfit  Houses 

During  the  year  a  total  of  779families  comprising  2163 
persons  were  rehoused  from  houses  the  subject  of  demolition 
and  closing  orders  and  included  in  confirmed  clearance  and 
compulsory  purchase  orders,  and  a  total  of  641  houses  were 
demolished. 
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Summary  of  Action  Taken  During  1967  —  Clearance  Areas 
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Table  1  —  Continued 
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TABLE  11 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 


Houses  Demolished 

Demol  ition  Orders  Made 

Closing  Orders  Made 

23 

110 

47 

TABLE  111 

Demolition  of  Houses 

The  total  number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  was 
as  under:— 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  618 

Houses  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  23 

Total :  6^1 


TABLE  IV  summaries  the  action  taken  in  relation  to  unfit 
houses  and  the  provision  of  housing  accommodation  during  the 
last  five  years  within  the  area  of  the  enlarged  County  Borough. 


TABLE  IV 


Year 

Houses  Represented 
as  unfit  (Clearance 
Areas  and  Individual 
Unfit  Houses) 

Houses 

built 

for 

local 

authority 

Families 

rehoused 

Persons 

rehoused 

Houses 

Demolished 

1963 

853 

526 

572 

1,866 

793 

1964 

984 

844 

777 

2,646 

612 

1965 

945 

1,385 

964 

2,917 

667 

1966 

670 

1,060 

577 

1,792 

784 

1967 

931 

1,811 

779 

2,163 

641 
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Rent  Act,  1957 


During  the  year  two  applications  for  ; Certificates  of  Disre¬ 
pair  were  received.  One  Application  was  granted  and  an  Under¬ 
taking  was  received  from  the  Landlord  in  respect  of  the  other. 
One  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  cancelled  during  1967. 

Improvement  Areas  —  Housing  Act  1964 

In  September  the  Housing  Committee  accepted  proposals 
designed  to  arrest  deterioration  of  the  older  houses  in  the  town 
by  initiating  a  programme  of  improvement  areas  and  by  encouraging 
those  owner  occupiers  who  have  not  already  done  so,  to  take 
advantage  of  the  facilities  available  for  improvement  of  their 
houses  with  the  aid  of  standard  grants. 

It  is  proposed  that  in  conjunction  with  the  balance  of  the 
slum  clearance  programme  the  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  those  to 
be  cleared  shall  be  inspected  in  order  to  assess  their  state  of 
fitness  and  their  potential  for  improvement  and  to  declare  a 
series  of  improvement  areas  in  conjunction  with  action  under 
Part  111  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  It  is  hoped  by  suitable 
publicity  and  statutory  action  in  appropriate  cases  to  encourage 
owners  within  these  areas  to  take  the  necessary  action  to  bring 
their  houses  up  to  modern  standard  and  to  apply  for  certificates 
of  fitness  under  the  provisions  of  Section  69  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1957. 

The  first  step  in  implementation  of  this  policy  was  taken  in 
December  when  the  Council  declared  the  West  Bromwich  (Wood 
Green)  No.  1  Improvement  Area.  The  area  contains  732  houses 
of  which  94  have  been  included  in  a  compulsory  purchase  order 
under  Part  111  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  The  remaining  houses 
in  the  area  are  partly  in  private  ownership  and  partly  in  Council 
ownership  and  are  for  the  most  part  in  sound  structural  condition, 
many  of  them  already  possessing  all  the  standard  amenities.  Of 
the  privately  owned  houses  a  total  of  135  lack  one  or  more  of  the 
standard  amenities  and  of  these  96  are  occupied  by  tenants. 

Applications  by  Tenants  under  Section  19,  Housing  Act  1964 

Two  applications  were  received  from  tenants  for  the  exercise 
of  the  Council's  powers  of  compulsory  improvement. 

In  one  case  the  owner  gave  an  undertaking  to  execute  the 
necessary  work,  in  the  other  case  the  house  was  found  to  be 
unfit  and  after  an  informal  approach  the  owners  were  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  considering  making  the  house  fit  as  a  prelude  to 
improvement. 
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Standard  and  Discretionary  Improvement  Grants  — 

Housing  Acts  1959  —  1964 

Eighty-three  applications  for  standard  grant  were  received 
auring  the  year.  In  four  cases  grants  were  refused,  in  one  case 
because  of  insufficient  life,  in  one  case  because  the  house  was 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  in  one  because  the  applicant's  title 
was  not  satisfactory  and  in  one  because  facilities  previously 
provided  in  the  house  had  been  removed.  The  total  amount  of 
grant  authorised  was  £11,032. 

There  were  no  applications  for  discretionary  grants. 
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HOUSING  ACT  1961 


Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

The  policy  was  maintained  during  the  year  of  approaching 
owners  of  houses  occupied  by  several  families  with  proposals 
for  improvement  according  to  the  circumstances  in  each  case. 

There  are  an  estimated  600  such  properties  within  the 
Borough  and  to  tackle  the  problem  on  a  concerted  scale  would 
require  extra  staff  and  the  ability  of  the  Corporation  to  deal  with 
the  consequential  problems  that  such  action  would  create. 

A  house  becomes  multi-occupied  and  overcrowded  basically 
because  there  are  not  enough  proper  units  of  housing  accomm¬ 
odation  for  all  that  require  them.  In  addition  there  is  great  need 
for  single  person  flats  not  readily  provided  by  private  enterprise 
or  Council.  It  has  been  found  by  experience  in  the  past  inWesti 
Bromwich,  that  tackling  the  problem  by  requiring  extra  facilities, 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  and  adequate  space  and  accomm¬ 
odation  for  the  occupants  as  a  standard  general  policy  sometimes 
makes  the  owner  put  the  property  up  for  sale  rather  than  face  the 
expense  involved.  The  occupiers  are  then  rendered  homeless 
and  even  though  they  have  some  protection  under  the  Rent  Act 
1965  appear  to  vacate  the  houses  without  fuss  to  become  a 
burden  to  other  departments  of  the  Corporation,  or  find  other 
accommodation  similar  to  what  they  had  before  either  within  or 
outside  the  Borough. 

In  some  cases  it  may  be  that,  acting  with  the  best  of  in 
tentions  under  our  statutory  powers  we  are  causing  a  further 
deterioration  of  the  circumstances  of  the  people  we  are  primarily 
trying  to  help.  This  is  a  short-term  consequence  of  action  to 
improve  standards  and  is  happening  less  frequently  be  reason  of 
the  informal  approach  maintained  in  the  opening  paragraph. 

In  cases  also  where  perhaps  an  owner  might  carry  out  works 
and  retain  property,  if  the  full  requirement  of  facilities  as  defined 
bylaw  are  specified,  this  often  results  in  immediate  increases  in 
rent  for  tenants,  who  if  they  are  elderly  are  further  burdened. 

In  instances  where  electric  and  gas  water  heaters  have  been 
provided  in  lettings  and  operated  by  coin  in  the  slot  meters,  it 
has  been  found  that  the  meters  have  not  been  used  as  the  luxury 
of  hot  water  cannot  be  afforded. 
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The  Council  during  the  year  agreed  as  a  general  policy  to 
consider  the  compulsory  acquisition  of  properties  where  the 
the  conditions  were  so  bad  that  they  coulo  only  be  solvea  by 
Council  ownership.  In  other  cases  after  the  properties  have 
been  inspected  and  the  full  circumstances  known,  the  question 
of  facilities,  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  and  overcrowding 
are  dealt  with  by  discussion  with  the  owner  and  other  interested 
parties  prior  to  the  service  of  notices..  This  allows  for  any 
alternative  proposals  to  be  considered  at  the  earliest  stage  and 
often  obviates  the  later  necessity  where  notices  are  served 
immediately  after  inspection  of  having  to  compromise  in  the  light 
of  circumstances  and  hardship. 

On  occasions,  inevitably,  agreement  cannot  be  reached  and 
it  is  necessary  to  exercise  full  statutory  powers  with  legal 
proceedings. 

In  1967  prosecutions  were  taken  at  West  Bromwich  Magistrat¬ 
es'  Court:  — 


Housing  Act  1964,  Section  15  — 

Failure  to  provide  facilities 
Failure  to  provide  necessary  facilities 

Housing  Act  1964,  Section  16  — 

Means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire 
Means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire 


Fined  £25 
Fined  £10 


Fined  £25 
Fined  £10 


Six  houses  have  been  offered  for  sale  instead  of  carrying  out 
work  required  to  make  them  suitable  for  multi-occupation.  In 
r  ery  case  the  occupiers  have  been  evicted. 


NOTICES  SERVED 

Number  Served  Type  of  Notice 

8  Section  90  Housing  Act  1957 

Notice  to  abate  overcrowding 

9  Section  19  Housing  Act  1964 

Direction  to  prevent  or  reduce  overcrowding 

10  Section  15  Housing  Act  1964 

Notice  requiring  additional  facilities 

13  Section  16  Housing  Act  1964 

Notice  requiring  satisfactory  means  of  escape 
from  fire. 
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Number  Served 

Type  of  Notice 

2 

Section  12  Housing  Act  1964 

Management  Order  where  unsatisfactory  con¬ 
ditions  exist  as  a  result  of  failure  to  maintain 
proper  standards  of  management. 

A  further  42  houses  have  been  inspected  and  been  dealt 
with  without  the  service  of  notices. 


23 


(b)  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

A  total  of  4969  inspections  and  visits  was  made  to  food 
premises  during  the  year. 

The  introduction  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and 
Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966  on  the  1st  February,  1967 
involved  a  substantial  increase  in  market  stall  inspections  and 
in  work  connected  with  the  control  of  mobile  food  traders  selling 
hot  dogs,  hamburgers,  fish  and  chips  and  other  refreshments  in 
the  Borough.  The  number  of  visits  and  inspections  —  1137  made 
in  connection  with  the  new  Regulations  represents  a  four  fold 
increase  over  the  previous  year's  work  in  this  field. 

In  addition,  the  Regulations  contain  new  provisions  for 
securing  better  facilities  and  hygienic  standards  for  delivery 
vehicles,  bread  vans  and  mobile  shops,  aimed  at  improving 
standards  of  food  transportation  and  its  sale  from  places  other 
than  fixed  premises  to  which  the  Food  Hygiene  (General}  Reg¬ 
ulations  1960  apply. 

The  establishment  of  the  department  was  increased  by  one 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  one  Technical  Assistant  to  enable 
more  work  to  be  done  in  relation  to  food  hygiene  and  control  and 
particularly  to  cope  with  the  extra  duties  involved  with  the  new 
Regulations.  This  work  was  carried  out  as  follows  :  — 

MARKETS 

West  Bromwich  Market,  High  Street,  West  Bromwich. 

Following  discussions  with  the  agents  and  owner  a  storeroom 
was  converted  into  a  wash  room  provided  with  two  wash  basins 
and  two  sinks  and  the  public  conveniences  adjoining  were 
completely  enclosed  and  ventilated  with  two  compartments  being 
isolated  for  the  use  of  market  staff  only.  This  market  opens 
on  Monday,  Friday  and  Saturday  of  each  week  the  average  number 
of  food  stalls  operating  being  12. 

Great  Bridge  Market,  Great  Bridge,  Tipton. 

This  is  a  small  market  privately  operated  with  only  four  or 
five  food  stalls.  No  facilities  have  been  provideo  by  the  site 
agent  anoin  each  case  this  is  the  individual  trader's  responsibil¬ 
ity.  Work  on  securing  compliance  with  the  Regulations  is  virtually 
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complete  and  the  Agent  has  agreed  not  to  let  sites  in  future  to 
food  traders  who  do  not  possess  proper  facilities. 

The  Market  operates  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday  of  each  week. 


Wednesbury  Market,  Market  Place,  Wednesbury. 

This  market  is  owned  and  run  by  the  Council  vtfho  employ  a 
Market  Superintendent  to  arrange  stall  lettings,  etc. 

A  mobile  caravan  fitted  with  washbasins  and  hot  and  cold 
water  supplies  has  been  installed  on  the  site  for  the  use  of 
traders  and  two  8  cu.  yd.  Dempstep  Dumpster  containers  for 
refuse  collection  have  also  been  installed  weekly.  The  Market 
operates  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays  and  the  number  of  food  traders 
averages  twelve. 


In  general,  food  traders  on  market  sites  have  been  encouraged 
to  prewrap  as  much  food  as  possible  since  the  requirements  of 
the  Regulations  vary  according  to  whether  "open"  or  "covered" 
food  is  sold. 

A  reduction  in  facilities  required  is  permissible  if  only 
"covered"  food  as  defined  in  sold  and  it  is  in  the  best  interests 
of  all  concerned  to  ensure  that  foods  are  adequately  protected 
from  any  risk  of  contamination. 


Inspections  of  market  stalls  and  mobile  food  traders  operating 
in  the  Borough  and  particularly  outside  the  West  Bromwich  Albion 
Football  ground  were  carried  out  both  during  normal  working 
hours  and  at  weekends  throughout  the  year. 


Mobile  Bakery  Vans 

A  meeting  was  hela  early  in  the  year  in  view  of  the  new 
Regulations  at  a  large  bakery  in  the  Borough  to  aiscuss  the 
requirements  for  bakery  vans.. 

This  meeting  was  attended  by  fourteen  Chief  Public  Health 


25 


Inspectors  and  other  Officers  representing  Midland  Authorities 
in  whose  areas  the  Company  operated.  Other  members  of  trade 
organisations  were  present  and  standard  requirements  for  bakery 
vehicles  were  achieved. 

In  the  case  of  the  Bakery  at  which  the  meeting  was  held 
this  has  involved  equipping  eighty  vehicles  with  hand  washing 
facilities,  including  hot  water,  towels,  soap,  nailbrushes,  first 
aid  equipment,  containers  for  unfit  food,  damaged  or  waste  food, 
and  covers  for  trays  of  bread  and  confectionery  when  carried 
from  vehicles  to  shops,  door  to  door. 

The  co-operation  of  Local  Authorities  and  the  Food  Industry 
is  vital  if  good  standards  of  hygiene  are  to  be  obtained  but  not 
the  least  of  the  benefits  which  should  accure  from  such  a  meeting 
must  be  the  standardisation  as  far  as  possible  of  individual 
Authorities  requirements  so  that  the  trader  need  have  no  mis¬ 
givings  when  he  crosses  the  boundary.  It  is  also  important  that 
competing  traders  should  all  be  subject  to  the  same  interpretation. 

Food  Hawkers 

Hawkers  operating  within  the  boundaries  of  the  former 
Borough  of  West  Bromwich  were  subject  to  registration  under  the 
West  Bromwich  Corporation  Act,  1949  and  this  power  of  regis¬ 
tration  will  be  extended  to  all  mobile  traders  operating  in  the 
area,  other  than  those  with  shop  premises  in  the  Borough,  when 
the  new  West  Bromwich  Corporation  Act  is  introduced. 

At  present  there  are  thirty-one  hawkers  registered  to  sell 
food  in  West  Bromwich. 

mmary  of  Food  Premises 


Premises 

Grocers 

Greengrocers 

Greengrocers  /  Grocers 

Fishmongers 

Fishfriers 

Butchers 

Sugar  Confectioners 
Sugar  Confectionery  Manufacturers 
Flour  Confectioners 
Bakehouses 


Total  Number 


208 

71 

216 

16 

75 

135 

108 


2 


46 

12 
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Premises 


Total  Number 


Publ  ic  Houses 

Off  Licences 

Licensed  Clubs 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  etc. 

Multiple  Stores 

Mineral  Water  Manufacturers 

Pickle  Manufacturers 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

School  Kitchens 

Slaughterhouses 

Brewers  and  Bottlers 

Poultry  Dressing  Factory 


305 

54 

93 

121 

16 

2 


4 

50 

6 


1,543 


The  total  number  of  food  premises  within  the  Borough  fluctuat¬ 
es,  of  course,  almost  from  week  to  week  but  overall  there  has 
been  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number,  the  major  cause  of  this 
being  redevelopment  and  the  now  common  practice  of  providing 
a  small  shopping  precinct  on  new  estates  whereby  one  grocer 
replaces  possibly  half  a  dozen  general  shops  which  formerly 
served  the  area.  There  is  also  a  tendancy  which  is  to  be  en¬ 
couraged  whereby  when  a  short-life  lease  on  a  very  old  property 
is  obtained  the  shop  often  reverts  to  a  use  other  than  a  food 

business,  no  doubt  due  to  the  expense  of  equipping  to  a  satis¬ 
factory  standard. 

The  general  standard  of  food  premises  within  the  Borough 
is  at  present  fairly  satisfactory  and  this  has  been  achieved  by 
the  use  of  a  specialist  staff  committed  to  frequent  and  regular 
inspections  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

One  unwelcome  trend  which  is  achieving  greater  significance, 
however,  is  an  understandably  marked  reluctance  on  the  part  of 
shops  which  are  affected  by  redevelopment  proposals  to  execute 
works  of  maintenance  in  view  of  the  uncertain  life  of  the  property. 

When  proposals  such  as  these  are  subject  to  delays  as  has 
happened  and  in  view  of  the  present  financial  situation  which 
will  probably  continue  for  some  time  the  ultimate  result  may  well 
be  a  lowering  of  standards  inspite  of  the  efforts  of  inspectors 
concerned  with  food  hygiene.  On  the  other  hand  standards  of 
food  hygiene  may  well  be  poor  in  premises  which  fulfil  completely 
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tne  structural  requirements  if  insufficient  attention  is  paid  to 
personal  hygiene  by  the  food  handlers.  To  judge  stanaards  by 
viewing  the  premises  themselves  may  present  a  distorted  picture 
and  much  more  effort  should  be  expended  in  educating  persons 
engaged  in  the  food  industry  in  the  basic  principles  of  personal 
cleanliness  and  good  food  handling.  The  majority  of  food  premises 
fulfil  the  structural  requirements  of  the  Regulations  and  more 
emphasis  could  now  be  placed  on  education. 

The  tendancy  of  supermarkets  to  prewrap  food  exposed  for 
sale  does  much  to  reduce  the  risk  of  contamination  but  the  number 
of  wrappings,  cartons,  etc.,  produced  is  enormous  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  more  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  provision  of 
space  for  the  storage  of  wrappings,  containers  and  waste,  and 
access  to  remove  it. 

Food  Control 

Sampling  of  food  is  an  essential  part  of  the  department's 
work  to  maintain  the  quality  and  purity  of  foods  sold  within  the 
Borough 

The  following  tables  show  foods  sampled  for  chemical 
analysis  during  the  year:— 


Samples 

Analysed 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

1  st  Quarter 

68 

65 

3 

2nd  Quarter 

102 

102 

— 

3rd  Quarter 

69 

64 

5 

4th  Quarter 

77 

65 

12 

TOTAL 

316 

296 

20 

The  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  was  6.3%  compared 
with  13.54%  in  1966  . 
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The  following  table  summarises  the  adulterated  or  unsatis¬ 
factory  samples  of  food  enumerated  on  previous.page:  - 


Sample 

No. 

Food 

Contravention 

Remarks* 

334 

Cola  &  Rum 

Insufficient  alcohol 
to  justify  description 

Manufacturers 
promised  to  after  label 

336 

Cola  &  Rum 

-ditto- 

-ditto- 

275 

Sausage 

(Pork) 

Contained  144  parts 
per  million  sulphur 
dioxide 

Not  declared. 

Letter  to  vendor 

474 

Coffee  with 
"Creme" 

No  milk  fat  present. 

No  justification  for 
description  with 
"creme" 

Labels  on  automatic 
machine  altered 

475 

Coffee  with 
Milk 

Made  from  iskimmed 
milk 

-ditto- 

448 

Jelly 

Fruit  illustrated  on 
packet  but  no  fruit 
present 

Vendors  and  manuf- 
facturers  communis 
cated  with 

505 

Sausage 

(Pork) 

Contained  100  parts 
per  million  sulphur 
dioxide 

Not  declared 

Letter  to  vendor. 

481 

Stewed 

Steak 

Total  meat  76% 

Words  "with  gravy" 
inconspicuous 

Manufacturers 
agreed  to  alter  label 

542 

Battenburg 

Cake 

Contained  only  1 .4% 
butter  fat. 

Description  "made 
with  butter"  suggests 
all  added  fat  is 
butter!  fat 

Notice  "made  with 
butter"  removed 
from  shop  window 

511 

Cheese 

Cheddar 

Contained  46%  water 
permitted  amount  43% 

Informal  sample 

570 

Cheese 

Cheddar 

Contained  47%  water 

Formal  sample 
following  51 1 . 

Wrong  description 
by  sales  girl. 

514 

Cheese 

Parmesan 

Not  labelled  in 
accordance  with 

Cheese  Regulations 

Last  packet  of 
old  stock 

583 

Gin 

Proof  spirit  69% 
slightly  low 

Formal  samples 
taken  in  1968 

586 

Gin 

Proof  spirit  69.2% 
slfghtly  low 

-ditto- 

546 

Jaffa  Orange 
Drink 

Contained  excess  of 
sulphur  dioxide 

Formal  sample 
taken  in  1968 
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Sample 

No. 

Food 

Contravention 

Remarks 

534 

Jelly 

Pictures  of  fruit  on 
labels  not  justified 
in  flavoured  jelly 

Vendor  and  manuf¬ 
acturers  informed 

544 

Jelly 

-ditto- 

-ditto- 

552 

Jelly 

-ditto- 

-ditto- 

548 

Shandy 

9%  proof  spirit 

Should  be  at  least 

1.5% 

Vendor  and  manuf¬ 
acturers  informed 

536 

Syrup 

Strawberry 

Should  be  described 
as  Strawberry 

Flavoured  Syrup 

Manufacturers  and 
vendor  informed 

Bacteriological  Swabs 

Swabs  are  a  useful  indication  of  the  efficiency  of  cleaning 
equipment  in  food  business  as  and  as  such  are  particularly  useful 
in  demonstrating  to  catering  staffs  the  advantages  of  using 
detergent  sterilisers. 

The  results  of  the  swabs  taken  of  meat  slicing  machines  in 
cooked  meat  shops  were  not  unexpected  but  unfortunately  due  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  service  these  samples  taken  late 
in  the  year  have  never  been  followed  up,  although  detergent 
sterilisers  for  cleaning  these  machines  have  been  introduced. 
The  department  is  indebted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  for  undertaking  this  work  which  does  much  to  aid  educat¬ 
ion  in  food  hygiene  especially  since  calls  on  the  services  of 
the  Laboratory  are  usually  very  heavy. 


Type  of  Premises 

Cafes 

etc. 

Public 
Houses , 

Cooked 

Meat 

Licensed 

Clubs 

Number  of  satisfactory  results 
i.e.  less  than  100  colonies  per 
utensi  1 

24 

5 

Number  of  unsatisfactory 
results  i.e.  more  than  100 
colonies  per  utensil 

2 

8 

4 

1 

TOTAL  Number  of  Premises 

26 

13 

4 

1 
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Ice  Cream 

There  are  four  manufacturers  and  190 other  premises  registered 
for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  18  new  applications  for  registration 
being  received  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  5  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for 
the  prescribed  bacteriological  examination,  four  were  Grade  One 
(higher  level)  and  one  Grade  Two. 

Milk 

A  total  number  of  34  samples  taken  during  the  year  satisfied 
the  statutory  tests. 

There  are  within  the  Borough  243  dealers  licensed  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1963/65. 

The  sole  dairyman  licensed  as  a  Dealer/Steriliser  for  the 
production  of  sterilised  milk  ceased  to  process  milk  at  the 
premises  during  the  year.  No  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  in 
connection  with  Brucellus  Abortus. 

The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  1963 

1.  There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  Borough. 

2.  No  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis. 

Food  Complaints 

Food  complaints  received  by  the  department  can  usually  be 
categorised  as 

a)  Food  unfit  for  human  consumption  in  contravention  of  Section 
8  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  and 

b)  Food  not  of  the  nature,  substance  or  quality  demanded  in 
contravention  of  Section  2  of  the  Act. 

Most  complaints  received  fall  within  the  latter  category  ana 
are  usually  concerned  with  the  presence  of  foreign  bodies  in  food. 
During  the  year  67  complaints  concerning  fooa  were  aealt  with 
as  compared  with  39  during  the  previous  year. 

One  notable  inciaent  during  the  year  which  involved  the 
exposure  for  sale  of  unfit  food  occurred  when  a  quantity  of  canned 
fruit  was  seized  by  a  Public  Health  Inspector  from  a  stall  in 
Wednesbury  Market  after  the  stall-holder  had  refused  to  volunt¬ 
arily  surrender  it. 
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The  canned  fruits  were  taken  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  accordance  with  Section  9  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and 
he  subsequently  made  an  order  for  their  destruction. 

The  stallholder  was  later  prosecuted  for  exposing  unfit 
food  for  sale  and  a  fine  of  £20  was  imposed. 

Proceedings  for  an  offence  under  Section  2  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  were  instituted  on  one  occasion  when  a  sugar  confect¬ 
ionery  manufacturer  pleaded  guilty  to  selling  a  piece  of  chocolate 
nutty  crunch  containing  glass  and  a  fine  of  £20  was  imposed. 

Most  food  manufacturers  take  extreme  precautions  to  prevent 
contamination  of  their  products  and  jealously  safeguard  their 
reputations  in  a  highly  competitive  industry  and  yet  food  com¬ 
plaints  continue  to  increase.  Perhaps  significantly  it  is  a 
greater  realisation  on  the  part  of  the  housewife  that  facilities 
are  available  for  her  complaint  to  be  thoroughly  investigated 
which  causes  the  increase  in  numbers  but  at  the  same  time  it 
must  be  stated  that  systematic  stock  rotation  would  obviate  many 
cases  of  spoilage  arising  from  overlong  storeage. 

Unfortunately,  a  form  of  blackmail  continues  in  which  food 
manufacturers  are  persuaded  to  part  with  money  and  goods  to 
"placate"  aggrieved  purchasers  who  discover  foreign  bodies  and 
other  defects  in  their  products.  It  would  be  better  if  manufacturers 
resisted  this  pressure  and  allow  us  to  judge  the  reasonableness 
of  the  alleged  defect. 


Analysis  of  Foods  Examined  in  Premises  Other  than  Slaughter¬ 
houses,  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


Meat  at  wholesale  premises 
Meat  in  retail  shops 
Cooked  Meat  &  Meat  Products 
Canned  Meats 
Fish 

Fruit  and  Vegatables 
Other  Foods 

Total  Weight  Surrendered  in  1966 


Tons 

cwts 

qtrs 

Lbs 

3 

— 

* 

11 

1 

5 

2 

16 

13 

1 

11 

19 

— 

26 

3 

7 

1 

13 

5 

1 

2 

4 

14 

7 

0 

25 

5 

2 

3 

25 
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Meat  and  Poultry  Inspection 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected 
during  1967  was  381,066  representing  a  decrease  of  1%  over 
the  previous  year.  But  for  the  severe  outbreak  of  Foot  and 
Mouth  disease  in  the  second  half  of  the  year  the  total  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  would  have  been  considerably  higher. 

The  meat  inspection  section  maintained  a  100%  inspection 
service  of  all  animals  slaughtered,  assisted  by  other  Public 
Health  Inspectors  of  the  department  on  a  rota  basis. 

The  amount  of  work  required  in  connection  with  meat  inspect¬ 
ion  at  times  exerts  extreme  pressure  on  the  department  part¬ 
icularly  during  holiday  periods  and  when  sickness  occurs.  Four 
of  the  six  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  have  considerable 
outputs  and  the  peak  periods  of  slaughtering  at  each  occur 
simultaneously.  In  oroer  to  ensure  that  all  carcases  and  offal 
are  inspected  it  is  necessarv  for  a  substantial  amount  of  over¬ 
time  to  be  worked. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Surrendered 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

26,554 

223 

4451 

126,106 

‘223,733 

Number  inspected 

26,554 

223 

4451 

126,105 

223,733 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases  surrendered 

9 

10 

73 

222 

559 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  surrendered 

13,388 

120 

18 

15,957 

74,403 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
tuberculosi  s 

50.45 

58.29 

2.04 

12.82 

33.50 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  surrendered 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  surrendered 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4554 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

.01 

" 

" 

1 

2.03 
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rercentage  of  Food  Animals  with  Tuberculosis 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Cattle  excluding 
cows 

.13 

.02 

— 

.009 

.005 

.076 

.01 

Cows 

— 

.16 

.13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Calves 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.030 

— 

— 

Pigs 

1.66 

1.35 

.69 

.84 

1.55 

1.72 

2.03 

Summary  of  Carcases  Inspected 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Cattle 

(excluding 

7,857 

13,018 

18,326 

21,120 

19,215 

23,757 

26,554 

cows) 

Cows 

363 

619 

770 

668 

165 

476 

223 

Calves 

1 ,819 

2,946 

2,580 

2,966 

3,273 

3,461 

4,451 

Sheep 

56,037 

65,572 

83,443 

93,155 

87,882 

110,546 

126,105 

Pigs 

76,446 

96,365 

102,803 

119,698 

149,638 

246,209 

223,733 

TOTALS 

142,522 

178,520 

207,922 

237,601 

260,173 

384,449 

381,066 

Total  weight  of  Meat  and  Offal  surrendered 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption : 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Tons 

29 

58 

78 

87 

125 

195 

293 

Cwts 

3 

5 

17 

5 

9 

1 

4 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

In  1967  there  were  54  slaughtermen  licensed  by  the  Council 
under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  all  of  whom  are  actively 
3  engaged  in  slaughtering  in  one  or  other  of  the  registered  slaughter 
houses  in  the  Borough. 

Poultry  Inspection 

Inspections  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  22/61  were  carried  out  at  a  Poultry 
slaughtering  establishment  situatea  at  Tipton,  during  the  year. 

The  types  of  birds  slaughtered  included  hens,  capons, 
broi  lers,  ‘  ducks  and  turkeys  and  the  total  throughput  exceeded 
273,660  birds. 

The  number  of  inspections  by  staff  was  271  as  a  result  of 
which  2  tons  10  cwts.  2  qrts.  23  lbs.  of  poultry  were  rejected  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

One  Public  Health  Inspector  and  one  Authorised  Meat 
Inspector  attended  a  course  of  instruction  on  Poultry  at  Aston 
University,  Birmingham. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act  and  Orders 

Responsibility  for  the  operation  of  the  Diseases  of  Animals 
Acts  and  Orders  was  relinquished  by  the  County  Police  force  as 
from  1st  April,  1966  and  in  West  Bromwich  transferred  to  the 
public  health  inspectors.  The  authorised  meat  inspectors  have 
also  been  specifically  designated  "authorised  officers"  for 
this  purpose  so  that  they  may  enter  and  act,  under  direction,  in 
a'festricted  slaughterhouse"  should  we  be  so  unfortunate  as 
to  have  infection  in  a  slaughterhouse.  It  is  almost  inevitable 
that  amongst  the  1,000  or  more  animals  slaughtered  daily  in  the 
borough  evidence  of  a  notifiable  disease  will  appear.  It  is 
also  possible  that  an  infection  will  arise  in  one  or  other  of  the 
30  smallholdings  within  our  boundaries.  Provisional  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  accordingly- 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 

On  26th  October,  1967,  West  Bromwich  became  part  of  a 
"Controlled  Area"  because  of  the  confirmation  of  a  case  of 
Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  in  Shropshire.  This  involved  the  issue 
of  a  licence  for  the  movement  of  all  livestock  for  slaughter  in 
West  Bromwich  and  was  a  major  extra  clerical  task  extending 


35 


over  week-ends  and  weekdays  alike.  A  movement  licence  into 
West  Bromwich  can  only  be  issued  from  West  Bromwich.  Several 
thousands  of  licences  had  been  issued  by  31st  December  and  the 
outbreak  had  extended  to  the  neighbouring  counties-  The  output 
of  dressed  carcase  meat  from  one  large  slaughterhouse  was 
reduced  during  December  on  this  account. 

Although  special  vigilance  for  evidence  of  Foot  and  Mouth 
Disease  was  maintained  care  was  taken  to  avoid  undue  sensitivity 
to  the  aisease  or  pre-occupation  with  its  symptoms.  Only  one 
case  arose  in  which  special  advice  was  sought  and  this  was 
unconfirmed. 

In  aadition  to  the  control  of  animals  there  are  obligations 
in  connection  with  the  disposal  of  all  slaughterhouse  waste, 
refuse  and  manure.  Licences  are  required  permitting  the  transport 
of  this  material  to  suitable  points  of  disposal  within  the  "con- 
tro 1 1 ed"  area  only.. 

The  previous  substantial  outbreak  of  this  disease  was  in 
1951—2  when  there  were  about  600  outbreaks  in  the  U.K.  Up  to 
the  end  of  December,  1967  2,108  outbreaks  had  been  recorded  , 
327,000  animals  slaughtered  and  £1814  million  paid  in  compensat¬ 
ion. 
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(c)  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

1.  Registration  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of 
Premises 

Number  of 
Premises 
Registered 
During 
the 

Year 

Total  Number 
of  Registered 
Premises 
at  the  end 
of  the  Year 

Total  Number* 
of  Registered 
Premises 
Receiving 
General  Inspect¬ 
ion  During 
the  Year 

Offices 

85 

334 

140 

Retail  Shops 

153 

893 

321 

Wholesale  shops. 
Warehouses 

7 

39 

26 

Catering 

Establ  ishments 
open  to  the  public 

19 

241 

105 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

4 

5 

Total 

264 

1,511 

597 

2.  Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  including  general  inspect¬ 
ions  to  premises  registered  under  the  Act:  2982 

3.  Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Section 

No.  of  Contraventions  found 

4 

Cleanliness 

132 

5 

Overcrowding 

5 

6 

Temperature 

238 

7 

Ventilation 

29 

8 

Lighting 

79 

9 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

202 

10 

Washing  Facilities 

107 

11 

Drinking  Water 

4 

12 

Clothing  Accommodation 

5 

13 

Sitting  Faci lities 

28 

15 

Eating  Facilities 

2 

16 

Floors,  Passages,  Stairs 

138 

17 

Fencing  —  Machinery 

6 

24 

First  Aid 

179 

50 

Information  to  Employees 

193 

Total 

1,347 
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As  in  the  previous  year  a  high  incidence  of  contravention  was 
found  on  premises  inspected  but  the  12%  satisfactory  premises 
perhaps  indicates  a  slightly  more  widespread  knowledge  of  the 
requirements  of  the  Act  amongst  employers  than  was  apparent 
last  year.  Employees  remain  largely  apathetic  and  in  some  cases 
considerably  more  hostile  than  employers  and  only  one  complaint 
concerning  conditions  was  lodged  with  the  department  during  the 
year. 

The  total  number  of  premises  receiving  a  general  inspection 
during  the  year  was  26%  higher  than  for  the  previous  year  and  by 
the  end  of  1967  some  8U%  of  the  total  number  of  registered 
premises  had  received  a  general  inspection. 

Work  to  bring  the  premises  up  to  the  required  standard  is 
progressing  at  a  steady  rate  and  to  date  informal  action  has 
been  sufficient  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  employers  or  owners 
concerned  without  the  necessity  of  resort  to  legal  proceedings. 

In  general  the  idea  that  clean,  light,  warm  and  attractive 
surroundings  are  conducive  to  higher  efficiences  does  not  seem 
to  be  shared  by  many  employers  who  appear  merely  content  to 
satisfy  the  legal  requirements  at  the  minimum  of  cost. 

Notification  of  Accidents 

An  employer  is  required  to  notify  the  Local  Authority  of 'an 
accident  on  registered  premises  which  involves  the  death  of  a 
person  or  disability  which  prevents  normal  work  for  three  days  or 
more. 


Reported  Accidents 


Work  Place 

Number 

Reported 

Total 

No. 

Action  Recommended 

Fatal 

Non -fatal 

Invest¬ 

igated 

Ftosecution 

Formal 

Warning 

Informal 

Warning 

No 

Action 

Offices 

2 

Retai  1  Shops 

8 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Wholesale  Shops 

6 

and  Warehouses 

Catering 

Establ  ishments 

12 

1 

Open  to  the 

Public 

Fuel  Storage 

1 

i 

Premises 

Total 

29 

5 

1 

1 

3 
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Accident  investigation  is  normally  carried  out  if  it  appears 
from  the  nature  of  the  report  that  there  may  have  been  a  breach 
of  the  Act  or  if  the  injuries  sustained  are  very  serious  or  fatal. 
The  majority  of  the  accidents  notified  were  trivial  in  nature  and 
happily  no  fatalities  were  reported. 


Analysis  of  Reported  Accidents 


Offices 

Retai  1 

Shops 

Wholesale 

Premises 

Catering 

Estab. 

Fuel  Stores 

Machinery 

1 

Transport 

Fall  of  Persons 

4 

2 

3 

1 

Stepping  on  or 

striking  against 

1 

2 

2 

object  or  person 

Handling  Goods 

4 

6 

Struck  by  failing 

i 

objects 

1 

1 

Fire  &  Explosions 

Electricity 

Use  of  hand  tools 

1 
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(d)  AIR  POLLUTION  AND  FACTORIES 


The  section  of  the  department  dealing  with  this  work  was 
reconstituted  during  the  year  in  the  light  of  increased  smoke 
control  and  industrial  air  pollution  work  and  also  industrial  noise 
problems. 

As  with  any  industrial  town  West  Bromwich  has  a  basic 
environmental  problem  to  contend  with,  principally,  the  close 
proximity  of  old  terrace  type  dwellings  to  industry,  in  many 
cases  of  the  heavy  iron  foundry  type.  In  such  circumstances 
it  is  often  difficult  to  resolve  completely,  problems  giving  rise 
to  complaints  of  dust,  grit,  smoke,  fumes  or  noise  from  nearby 
residents.  Such  situations  are  caused  more  by  bad  original 
planning  than  default  on  the  part  of  factory  managements.  In 
these  cases  the  Public  Health  Inspector  has  to  act  as  an  arbiter 
of  the  nuisance  and  use  his  judgement  in  effecting  in  each  case 
the  most  satisfactory  compromise  which  can  be  obtained. 

Industrial  Air  Pollution 

As  much  time  as  possible  was  spent  inspecting  boilers, 
furnaces  ano otherplantcapable of  causing  air  pollution,  regardless 
of  whether  complaints  had  been  received  or  the  particular  install¬ 
ation  was  producing  visible  smoke..  Considering  the  large  amount 
of  industrial  air  pollution,  remarkably  few  complaints  are  received 
and  one  can  only  assume  that  the  bulk  of  the  public  have  come  to 
accept  it  as  inevitable.  Every  opportunity  is  taken  when  speaking 
with  managers,  engineers  and  boiler  operators  to  stress  the  im¬ 
portance  of  fuel  efficiency  for  if  one  can  reduce  the  amount  of 
fuel  being  burned  the  quantity  of  pollutants  discharged  must 
inevitably  also  be  reduced. 

The  Fyrite  C02  indicator  ano  flue-gas  thermometer  purchased 
in  1966  proved  extremely  useful.  We  have  been  able  to  assist 
a  number  of  firms  in  eliminating  smoke  emissions  and  improving 
combustion  after  testing  flue  gases  for  carbon-oioxide  and  temp¬ 
erature. 


The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  regarding  cold  blast 
cupolas,  certainly  one  of  the  most  noticeable  sources  of  air 
pollution,  was  as  follows:— 
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(a)  Cupolas  in  regular  use  and  fitted  with  wet  arrestors  51 

(b)  Cupolas  in  regular  use  without  wet  arrestors  33 

(c)  Cupolas  not  in  regular  use  or  on  sites  awaiting 

redevelopment  20 


Total  104 


The  report  of  the  Working  Party  set  up  by  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  in  1964  to  study  emissions  from 
Iron  Foundries  has  still  to  be  published.  The  report  of  the 
Working  Party  on  Dust  and  Grit  Emissions  has  been  published  and 
in  a  general  sense  is  referred  to  later.  However,  it  is  worth 
nothing  here,  that  this  second  Working  Party  were  unable  to  rec¬ 
ommend  standards  of  emission  for  cupolas  as  they  did  not  think 
sufficient  was  known  about  the  various  problems.  Accordingly 
the  Working  Party  recommended  "that  the  Ministry  should  initiate 
a  systematic  study  to  obtain  emission  data  from  a  representative 
sample  of  these  classes  of  furnaces  and,  at  the  same  time,  get 
some  reliable  information  on  current  technology  of  emission 
prevention". 

This  confirms  the  views  expressed  in  last  year's  report. 

Observations  and  inspections  made  during  the  year  have  also 
confirmed  that  the  knock-out, fettling  and  shot  blasting  processes 
at  iron  foundries  are  sometimes  the  cause  of  nuisances  blamed  on 
cupolas.  The  generally  accepted  method  of  dealing  with  these 
processes  is  to  filter  and  exhaust  through  bag  filters,  occasionally 
discharging  .the  gases  over  a  covered  water  bath  before  being 
allowed  to  escape  to  the  atmosphere.  Providing  the  area  of  bag 
filter  is  adequate  to  deal  with  the  rate  of  air  flow  from  the  part¬ 
icular  process  these  filters  are  capable  of  high  collection  effic¬ 
iencies.  The  principal  difficulty  is  that  regular  maintenance 
(e.g.  shaking  of  the  bags,  ensuring  no  bags  have  burst,  etc.)  is 
essential  otherwise  the  efficiency  falls  off  rapidly  and  nuisance 
arises. 

Spring  Making  in  West  Bromwich 

After  the  survey  of  iron  foundries  was  completed  (Annual 
Report  1966)  attention  was  turned  to  spring  making.  The  making 
of  springs  is  a  traditional  industry  in  West  Bromwich,  possibly 
associated  with  lock  making  in  Will enhal I  where  Queen  Elizabeth 
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I  granted  a  Charter  conferring  the  privilege  of  making  all  locks 
required  in  the  Royal  Pafaces.  It  is  natural,  therefore,  that  in 
continuing  our  survey  of  the  main  industrial  sources  of  pollution 
that  we  should  turn  our  attention  to  this  industry  which  employs 
4,500/5000  people. 

There  are 27  firms  involved,  ranging  from  one-man  businesses, 
to  some  of  the  largest  manufacturers  in  the  Country  and  of  high 
international  repute.  They  are  not  operating  from  any  particular 
quarter  of  the  town  but  are  scattered  widely  over  the  whole  area. 
Together  they  manufacture  springs  of  every  kind  and  size  from 
those  required  for  railway  wagons  to  springs  for  motor  vehicles, 
precision  instruments,  ano  the  tiny  springs  found  in  electrical 
fuses.  The  latter  are  so  small  that  it  is  possible  to  put  over 
1,000  of  them  into  a  thimble  and  the  steel  wire  from  which  they 
are  made  is  only  .008  inches  in  thickness. 


From  the  air  pollution  aspect  the  industry  presents  few 
problems,  compared  for  example  with  iron  foundries.The  source 
of  heat  for  the  hardening,  tempering  and  annealing  of  the  metal 
varies,  but  generalising,  electricity  is  used  for  small  work,  coal 
gas  for  medium  to  heavy  springs  and  fuel  oil  for  very  heavy  work. 
The  principle  fuel  used  by  the  27  firms  is  indicated  in  the  following 
table  many  firms  of  course  use  more  than  one  type  of  fuel 

Fuel  Number  of  Firms 


Coal  Gas  15 

Electricity  6 

Fuel  Oil  3 

Liquified  Petroleum  Gas  2 

Coal  1 


27, 


The  largest  factories  with  their  multitude  of  comparatively 
low  level  discharges  of  combustion  products  from  fuel  oil  and 
coal  gas,  give  most  cause  for  concern.  Fuel  oil  is  capable  of 
producing  dark  smoke  when  incorrectly  burned  and  it  will  always 
contain  some  sulphur,  which  is  the  main  hazard.  Sulphur  dioxide 
and  sulphur  trioxide  are  present  in  combustion  gases  however 
efficient  the  process  of  burning  may  be  and  combination  with 
water  or  water  vapour,  which  are  always  readily  available, 
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produces  suphuric  acia.  This  is  one  of  the  most  corrosive  and 
dangerous  of  pollutants,  capable  of  doing  serious  damage  to 
buildings,  vegetation,  fabrics,  and  metal  work,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  effect  on  the  human  lung.  Other  products  of  combustion 
aW'shig  from  both  oil  and  coal  gas  include  oxides  of  nitrogen, 
aldehydes,  hydrocarbon^,.  etc.,  and  although  they  cannot  be  so 
readily  linked  with  dangerto  health  and  property,  medical  research 
workers  are  confident  that  they  are  harmful  when  discharged  at 
low  level.  This  pollution  is  not  peculiar  to  spring  making  how¬ 
ever  as  any  factory  with  a  large  number  of  oil  and/or  gas  fired 
furnaces  presents  the  same  problems.  Firms 'hqve  been  requested 
whenever  the  opportunity  occurs  to  combine  the  flues  of  furnaces, 
making  the  use  of  a  higher  chimney  more  economical  and  reducing 
the  maximum  ground  level  concentration  of  pollutants.  The 
solitary  manufacturer  burning  bituminous  coal  produpes  some 
smoke  and  at  present  consideration  is  being  given  to  the  use  of 
coal  gas  or  oil  as  an  alternative  fuel. 

The  only  other  aspect  of  spring  making  that  can  give  rise  to 
nuisance  is  the  fumes  which  rise  from  the  oil  quenching  of  the 
heated  springs.  Oil  is  not  as  good  a  conductor  of  heat  as  water 
hence  its  use  as  a  quenching  agent  allowing  for  slightly  slower 
cooling  of  the  hot  steel  and  providing  a  finished  product  which 
is  not  brittle.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  up  to  some  five  years 
ago  practically  all  the  spring  makers  used  whale  oil  for  quenching, 
simply  because  it  had  a  comparatively  high  flash  point  of  around 
550°  F.  This  whale  oil  has  now,  on  the  grounds  of  cost  and 
advancing  techniques  in  refining  mineral  oils,  been  replaced  by 
mineral  oils  or  blends  of  mineral  oils  and  whale  oil.  The  fumes 
from  oil  quenching  do  not  however  present  the  same  pollution 
problems  as  the  combustion  of  fuel  oil.  Whale  oil  contains 
no  sulphur  of  course,  and  the  mineral  oils  have  a  maximum  sulphur 
content  of  0.2%  in  comparison  with  heavier  fuel  oils  which  contain 
as  much  as  4%  sulphur. 

The  light  grey  fumes  from  oil  quenching  can  however  be  so 
dense,  particularly  if  the  premises  are  sited  in  a  Smoke  Control 
Area,  as  to  make  some  form  of  treatment  essential.  An  effective 
method  already  used  at  some  factories  for  dealing  with  this 
particular  trouble,  is  to  burn  off  the  fumes  in  a  gas-fired  after¬ 
burner.  This  treatment  has  been  recommended  to  all  the  manuf¬ 
acturers  with  similar  troubles.. 
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Dry  Cleaning  Establishments  and  Perchlorethyiene. 

At  the  end  of  July  complaint  was  received  from  the  Manager 
of  a  shop  concerning  vapour  escaping  from  a  dry  cleaning  premises. 
The  man  complained  that  during  the  previous  few  months  he  had 
suffered  from  dizziness  and  nausea  which  he  thought  was  due 
to  vapour  entering  his  office  from  the  dry  cleaners  adjoining 
premises.  The  premises  were  visited  and  it  was  discovered  that 
the  vapour  from  the  dry  cleaning  plant  was  being  discharged  at  a 
low  level  near  to  the  door  of  the  shop  managers  office.  This 
vapour  was  the  discharge  from  the  cleaning  drums  where  clothing 
is  mixed  with  the  cleaning  fluid,  perchlorethyiene.  Fumes  from 
this  liquid  can  be  toxic  if  adequate  precautions  are  not  taken. 

As  a  result  of  this  complaint  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
visit  all  premises  of  a  similar  nature  to  ensure  that  dangerous  or 
noxious  vapours  were  being  effectively  discharged  at  a  suitable 
height.  It  was  discovered  that  there  are  eight  dry  cleaning 
establishments  within  the  Borough  including  one  coin  operated 
machine.  One  other  dry  cleaning  establishment  was  found  to 
be  discharging  vapour  at  a  low  level,  the  management  were  also 
requested  to  raise  the  height  of  the  flue  and  this  was  done. 

At  the  coin  operated  premises  it  was  ascertained  that  a 
danger  existed  which  involved  the  operative  and  a  notice  was 
served  on  the  owner  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act  1963. 

The  owner  of  the  premises  was  further  required  to  display 
warning  notices  in  front  of  the  machine  advising  members  of  the 
public  to  shake  clothes  thoroughly  on  removal  from  the  dry  cleaning 
machine  and  also  reminding  persons  of  the  danger  of  carrying 
clothes  which  have  not  been  thoroughly  aired,  in  closed  cars. 

Other  Pollution  Complaints 

Complaints  of  all  types  of  pollution  have  been  investigated 
and  in  some  cases  after  months  of  work  we  have  still  not  been 
able  to  identify  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  However,  work  is 
proceeding  and  each  year  shows  some  improvement  in  the  general 
industrial  air  pollution  picture.  Advances  are  too  numerous  and 
small  to  enumerate  when  considered  against  the  background  of 
the  whole  Borough.  However,  three  of  the  types  of  improvement 
which  bring  satisfaction  to  those  working  in  this  field  and  make 
life  a  little  more  bearable  for  people  living  in  the  vicinity  are 
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1.  A  new  oil-fired  annealing  oven  in  the  worst  polluted  area 
of  the  district.  This  has  replaced  an  old  pulverised  fuel 
fired  oven  which  emitteo  smoke,  grit  and  dust  more  or  less 
continuously. 

2.  The  replacement  of  a  cola  blast  cupola  by  an  oil-fired 
melting  furnace.  This  particular  furnace  will  melt  over 
1  ton  an  hour  but  the  manufacturers  are  capable  of 
producing  similar  furnaces  which  melt  3  tons  of  iron 
per  hour.  This  could  be  an  important  breakthrough  in 
reducing  grit  ana  dust  emissions  from  small  foundries. 

3.  The  installation  of  a  properly  aesignea  oven  for  burning 
the  insulation  off  scrap  cable.  This  work  was  previously 
carrieoout  in  the  open  proaucing  consiaerable  quantities 
of  smoke  ana  fume. 

New  Furnaces  —  Sections  3  and  10,  Clean  Air  Act  1956 

Section  3  requires  all  new  furnaces  (except  domestic 
furnaces  rated  under  55,000  BTU/HR)  to  be  capable  of  being 
operatea  continuously  without  emitting  smoke  while  burning  fuel 
of  a  type  for  which  they  were  cesigned.  It  is  also  an  offence  to 
install  a  new  furnace  without  previously  notifying  the  Corporation 
and  a  person  may  submit  plans  and  specifications  together  with  a 
request  for  approval.  If  the  Corporation  give  their  approval  to  a 
proposea  installation  the  installation  is  deemed  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  this  Section. 

Section  10  controls  the  height  of  chimneys  other  than  those 
of  resiaences,  shops  ana  offices..  When  the  plans  of  a  new  building 
which  are  submitted  in  accordance  with  the  Building  Regulations 
show  it  is  proposed  to  construct  a  chimney,  the  plans  must  be 
rejected  unless  the  Corporation  is  satisfiea  that  the  chimney  will 
be  of  a  height  sufficient  to  prevent,  as  far  as  practicable,  smoke, 
grit,  dust  and  gases  from  becoming  prejudical  to  health  or  a 
nuisance. 

The  chimneys  and  flues  of  other  fuel  burning  installations 
are  governed  by  the  various  Building  Regulations. 

All  plans  deposited  with  the  Borough  Engineer  in  accoraance 
with  the  Builaing  Regulations  are  examined  and  when  applicable, 


new  chimney  heights  are  usually  agreed  along  with  prior  approval 
under  Section  3,  as  set  out  above. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  during  the  year  of  inten¬ 
tion  to  install  new  furnaces  were  46  and  41  applications  for  prior 
approval  were  received. 

Notifications  and  applications  were  in  respect  of  the  following 
plant  :  — 

2  Cold  Blast  Cupolas 

3  Incinerators 

2  Annealing  Ovens 

6  Heat  Treatment  Furnaces 
62  Boilers  and  Heating  Furnaces. 

The  two  cupolas  were  of  course  beated  with  metallurgical 
coke,  of  the  remaining  72  furnaces  46  were  oil-fired  and  26  gas- 
fired. 

The  number  of  notifications  has  increased  considerably  over 
the  past  2  years  but  there  are  still  a  number  of  furnaces  being 
installed  without  notification.  This  is  really  the  beginning  of 
"Clean  Air"  in  the  industrial  field  as  it  is  obviously  easier 
to  ensure  that  new  installations  are  capable  of  being  operated 
with  the  minimum  of  air  pollution  than  to  find  the  furnaces  once 
they  are  installed  ano  working. 

As  a  routine,  conditions  are  attached  to  prior  approval,  they 
normally  include,  minimum  chimney  height,  minimum  efflux 
velocity,  method  of  installation  and  operation  to  be  to  our  satis¬ 
faction  and  the  testing  of  the  installation  on  completion  for  C02 
in  the  flue  gases,  flue  gas  temperature,  draught  and  where  nec¬ 
essary  the  Bacharach  smoke  number.  The  Bacharach  smoke  number 
is  only  used  when  testing  oil-fired  boilers  or  furnaces.  A  spec¬ 
ified  quantity  of  flue  gas  is  withdrawn  and  passed  immediately 
through  a  small  section  of  filter  paper.  The  minute  particles  of 
carbon  or  smoke  in  the  flue  gas  are  deposited  on  the  filter  paper 
and  the  pale  grey  to  black  stain  made  by  these  particles  is 
compared  against  10  standard  "tains.  When  smoke  is  just  visible 
atthe  chimney  top  the  stain  is  equivalent  to  No. 6  on  the  standard 
scale.  Smoke  of  a  density  equal  to  Ringelman  2  at  the  top  of 
the  chimney  is  equivalent  to  No. 9  on  the  scale. 

This  test  is  only  of  value  with  gas  oils  and  light  fuel  oils 
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and  is  not  100%  reliable  alone.  It  must  be  used  in  conjunction 
with  C-02  readings  and  flue  gas  temperatures. 

Grit  and  Dust  Arrestment 

In  August,  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
circularised  all  local  authorities  calling  on  those  in  particular 
black  areas  "to  review  all  causes  of  grit  and  dust  and  take  all 
practicable  steps  to  get  the  emissions  reduced  to  acceptable 
limits".  Standard  levels  of  grit  and  dust  emission  were  recom¬ 
mended  a  booklet  which  accompanied  the  circular.  The  standards 
were  based  upon  the  report  of  the  Working  Party  on  Grit  and  Dust 
Emissions  and  the  Ministry  have  announced  their  intention  of 
making  Regulations  to  deal  with  the  problem. 

Arrangements  were  being  madje  at  the  end  of  the  year  by 
the  City  of  Birmingham  in  conjunction  with  the  West  Midlands 
Clean  Air  Advisory  Council  for  a  course  of  training  in  grit  and 
dust  measurement  to  be  given  to  a  small  number  of  Public  Health 
Inspectors  from  large  industrial  areas  by  the  National  Industrial 
Fuel  Efficiency  Service.  It  is  probable  that  the  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector  in  charge  of  the  air  pollution  section  will  attend 
this  course. 

Domestic  Smoke  Control 

At  the  end  of  1967  there  was  a  total  of  10,759  dwellings 
included  in  21  Smoke  Control  Areas. 

The  West  Bromwich  Smoke  Control  Order  No.  16  covering 
363  dwellings  in  GreatBarr  became  operative  on  1st  July.  Although 
one  could  not  claim  that  this  area  is  in  any  way  representative 
of  the  remainder  of  the  Borough  the  facts  which  emerge  are  of 
interest. 

Out  of  the  363  households,  193  were  eligible  for  a  grant  and 
the  average  total  cost  per  house,  where  grant  was  claimed, 
amounted  to  £20.  Of  the  houses  where  fireplaces  were  eligible 
for  complete  conversion  (N.B.  a  number  of  properties  were  fitted 
with  underdraught  fires  and  a  small  alteration  was  all  that  was 
required)  42.9%  opted  for  solid  fuel,  54.4%  for  gas  and  2.7%  for 
electricity.  It  is  also  worth  noting  on  completion,  that  fuels 
were  being  burned  in  the  following  proportions  over  the  area  as 
a  whole 
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Solid  smokeless  fuels 

39.5% 

Gas 

48.3% 

Electricity 

1 1 .8% 

Oil 

.4% 

Contravention  of  Section  11.  Clean  Air  Act  1956 

It  was  necessary  during  the  year  to  write  to  41  occupiers 
of  houses  in  smoke  control  areas  reminding  them  that  it  is  an 
offence  to  emit  smoke  from  their  chimneys  unless  they  were 
burning  one  of  the  "authorised  fuels"  at  this  time. 

Clean  Air  —  What  will  it  cost? 

In  an  endeavour  to  find  the  answer  to  the  above  question 
as  it  related  to  the  conversion  of  the  remainder  of  the  Borough  to 
complete  smoke  control, a  sample  survey  was  carried  out  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  mainly  by  Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

The  survey  was  performed  in  accoroance  with  the  method 
described  in  the  Ministry  of  Housing's  Report  "Our  Older  Homes" 
and  involved  visits  to  over  1,000  properties.  Findings  of  the 
survey  included  :  — 

a)  40%  of  the  Council  dwellings  inspected  already  complied 
with  smoke  control  requirements. 

b)  33%  of  the  Private  dwellings  inspected  already  complied 
with  smoke  control  requirements. 

In  the  above  properties  a  large  proportion  of  adaptations 
had  been  carried  out  outside  the  auspices  of  smoke  control,  work 
having  been  done  either  on  the  tenant's  or  owner  occupier's  own 
initiative.  The  varying  choice  of  appliances  was  interesting  as 
this  gave  an  indication  of  individual  preference  between  varying 
fuels  as  follows 


Council  Dwellings 

Private  Dwellings 

Solid  Fuel 

39% 

27% 

Gas 

46% 

51% 

Electricity 

14% 

21% 

Oil 

1% 

1% 

It  was  calculated  that  to  carry  out  complete  smoke  control 
for  the  1,000  properties  surveyed  would  cost  £23,287  and  that 
as  there  were  50,000  dwellings  within  the  Borough  the  sum 
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total  ot  smoke  control  expenditure  in  theory  should  therefore  be 
50  x  £23,287  =  £1,164,350.  However  the  survey  showed  that  the 
expected  rate  of  concersion  of  fire-grates  at  the  initiative  of  the 
householder  irrespective  of  smoke  control  measures  would  be* at 
least  3.5%  per  annum  in  private  dwellings  and  1%  per  annum  in 
Council  dwellings.  Experience  had  also  shown  that  a  small 
proportion  of  private  householders  would  not  apply  for  grant  even 
though  entitled  to  do  so. 

Deductions  were  made  in  the  total  gross  cost  figure  to  allow 
for  these  factors,  balanced  by  a  10%  adjustment  to  allow  for 
future  rising  costs  of  appliances..  The  final  costs  for  complete 
smoke  control  were  thereby  estimated  to  be  £785,300  involving 
over  20  years  a  net  expenditure  annually  to  the  Hygiene  and 
Cleansing  Committee  of  £12,000  and  £6,000  to  the  Housing 
Committee  after  receipt  of  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  grant  proportions. 

Future  Smoke  Control  Areas 

As  a  result  of  the  survey  a  scheme  was  approved  by  the 
Council  in  principle  to  carry  out  smoke  control  over  the  part  of  the 
Borough  not  already  covered; ,  by  means  of  20  areas  comprising 
approximately  2,000  properties  in  each.  One  area  to  be  represented 
to  the  Ministry  for  confirmation  and  one  to  be  operative  each  year. 
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West  Bromwich  Smoke  Control  Area  No.  17 

Area  17  in  the  plan  on  previous  page  was  aoopted  as  the  first 
to  be  tackled  on  the  basis  of  2,000  properties  each  year.  A 
survey  was  carried  out  and  the  area  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  in  November  for  confirmation. 
The  other  areas  are  lettered  alphabetically  in  their  proposed  order. 
Other  shaded  areas  are  existing  orders. 

Area  No.  17  comprises  the  following 

356  Acres 
7 
63 
1801 
190 
21 


2082 

Private  Dwellings 

Estimated  total  cost  of  works  eligible  for  Grant  —  £49,618. 

Council  Dwellings 

Estimated  total  cost  of  works  eligible  for  Grant  —  £4,039 

The  total  net  cost  of  this  area  as  estimated  from  the  detailed 
survey  carried  out  is  £17,309  to  the  Hygiene  and  Cleansing  and 
Housing  Committees. 

The  random  survey  carried  out  earlier  in  the  year  had  shown 
expected  net  annual  costs  to  the  two  Committees  to  be  £18,000 
for  areas  of  this  size  thus  indicating  that  the  survey  was  reliable 
and  that  as  a  "rule  of  thumb"  estimate,  an  average  cost  of  £16 
per  hbuse  in  an  area,  as  distinct  from  the  average  cost  of  work 
at  premises  requiring  adaptations,  is  realistic. 

West  Bromwich  Clean  Air  Council 

The  Clean  Air  Council  was  formed  in  1957  with  the  intention 
of  bringing  together  people  who  have  a  common  interest  in  Clean 
Air.  It  has  always  been  fairly  well  supported  but  in  1967  efforts 
were  made  to  get  speakers  on  topics  of  particular  interest  to 
persons  working  or  living  in  an  industrial  area  such  as  West 
Bromwich. 


Industrial  premises 
Commercial  premises 
Privately  owned  dwellings 
Council  dwellings 
Other  premises 
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On  the  28th  July,  18  members  enjoyed  a  very  pleasant  and 
instructive  visit  to  Berkeley  Nuclear  Power  Station,  Gloucestershire. 
When  commissioned  in  January  1957,  Berkeley  was  the  first 
Nuclear  powered  Generating  Station  in  the  world  and  although 
small  by  current  standards  it  provided  a  most  interesting  comp¬ 
arison  with  conventional  coal-fired  stations. 

The  Annual  General  Meeting  was  held  on  18th  September 
at  the  Midlands  Electricity  Board's  Showrooms,  High  Street,  with 
the  election  of  the  following  Officers 

Mr.  A.  Dudley  (Messrs.  George  Salter  &  Co.  Ltd.,)  —  Chairman 
(Property  and  Services  Engineer  ) 

Councillor  E.  Clarke  (Chairman  Hygiene  &  Cleansing 

Committee)  -  Vice  Chairman 

Mr.  S.  Cayton  (Chief  Public  Health  Inspector)  —  Press  Secretary 

Mr.  C.R.  Cresswell  (Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

Air  Pollution)  —  Hon  Secretary 


Mr. Cayton  gave  his  report  on  the  year  in  West  Bromwich  after 
which  Mr.  A.W.  Rooney,  Senior  Fuel  Development  Engineer,  Shell- 
Mex  &  B.P.  Limited,  gave  a  talk  on  "Boiler  Stacks  Solids  and 
Cupola  Emissions".  Over 45  members  attended  and  the  discussion 
which  followed  Mr.  Rooney's  talk  was  both  vigorous  and  lively. 

Finally,  on  5th  December,  again  in  the  M.E.B.  Showrooms, 
Vlr.  B.S.Hender,  Chief  Design  Engineer,  Austin  Crompton  Parkinson 
Vehicles  Limited,  spoke  on  "Modern  Battery  Electric  Vehicles". 
Vlr.  Hender  made  use  of  numerous  slides  and  a  film  to  illustrate 
the  points  he  wished  to  make.  After  the  talk  and  considerable 
discussion,  Mr.  Hender  demonstrated  various  batteries  and  elec¬ 
trically  operated  vehicles  and  members  themselves  were  given 
the  opportunity  to  drive  a  small  electric  car. 

This  meeting  was  attended  by  a  record  number  of  over  50 
members. 

Measurement  of  Atmosphere  Pollution 

Measurement  of  smoke  and  sulphur-dioxide  concentrations 
continued  at  eight  sites  within  the  Borough  during  the  year.  A 
single-port  set  of  measuring  equipment  being  employed  at  each 
site. 
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The  average  monthly  pollution  figures  for  the  whole  Borough 
are  shown  in  the  form  of  two  block  graphs,  smoke  concentrations 
and  concentrations  of  sulphur  dioxide,  comparisons  being  made 
with  the  figures  for  1966. 
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I  am  again  indebted  to  those  who  gave  their  co-operation  in 
making  measuring  sites  available  at  the  following  premises :~ 

Greenside  House,  Yew  Tree  Estate 
Central  Police  Station 
Chest  Clinic,  Heath  Lane 
Municipal  Baths,  Queens  Road,  Tipton. 

Cemetery,  Alexandra  Road,  Tipton 
Highfield  Road  School,  Tipton 

and  to  Messrs.  Delta  Die  Castings  Limited,  who  make  daily 
readings  at  their  Greets  Green  Works  on  our  behalf. 

Alkali  Etc.  Works  Regulation  Act  1906.  Clean  Air  Act  1956  - 
Section  17.  The  Alkali  Etc.  Works  Order  1966. 

The  Alkali  Etc.  Works  Regulation  Act  1906,  is  concerned 
with  the  regulation  of  processes  carried  out  in  certain  chemical 
and  industrial  works  which  are  specified  in  the  Act,  as  extended 
by  subsequent  Orders..  The#  Alkali  Act  requires  these  works  to 
be  registered  annually  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  the 
"best  practicable  means"  must  be  used  for  preventing  the 
escape  of  any  noxious  or  offensive  gas,  and  for  rendering  such 
gas  as  is  discharged,  harmless  and  inoffensive.  In  this  context 
"practicable"  has  a  special  meaning  and  includes  amongst 
other  things,  the  financial  implications  and  the  current  state  of 
technical  knowledge. 

Because  of  the  nature  of  the  work  carried  out  at  these  premises 
they  are  particularly  liable  to  give  rise  to  nuisances  and  many 
of  the  complaints  of  industrial  air  pollution  received  relate  to 
premises  registered  under  the  Act..  The  District  Alkali  Inspector 
and  his  colleagues  inspect  the  premises  regularly  but  quite  often 
there  is  no  complete  solution  to  the  problem. 

The  premises  in  West  Bromwich  which  are  registered  can  be 


classified  into  the  following  groups 

Electricity  Works  1 

Chemical  Manufacturers  2 

Aluminium  Works  5 

Copper  Works  4 

Gas  Works  2 

Tar  Works  1 

Iron  and  Steel  Works  6 

Aldehyde  Works  1 

Metal  Recovery  Works  1 
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Noise 


The  year  saw  increased  activity  in  the  field  of  noise  abate¬ 
ment  both  from  the  aspect  of  complaints  received  and  the 
intensification  of  the  department's  duties  in  trying  to  reduce 
noise  in  a  number  of  ways. 

The  title  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act  1960  has  been  criticised 
is  as  much  as  complete  noise  abatement  in  a  technological  age  is 
impossible.  One  can  reduce  noise  both  at  its  source  and  its 
outlets,  and  one  can  cushion  the  effects  of  noise  on  the  receiver, 
but  very  rarely  is  it  possible  to  completely  abolish  all  noise, 
particularly  when  it  arises  from  industrial  processes. 

A  more  suitable  title  would  be  the  Noise  Control  Act  as 
the  principal  aim  of  our  functions  under  this  legislation  is  to 
reduce  or  remove  nuisance  by  striking  a  balance  between  what 
is  necessary  and  which  is  acceptable. 

Many  complaints  of  nuisance  were  received  in  the  year 
varying  in  nature  from  noisy  neighbours  in  adjoining  houses  to 
complaints  from  the  use  of  heavy  machinery.  In  two  or  three 
instances,  of  complaints  of  noise  from  factory  premises  at  night 
time  the  simple  remedy  of  shutting  doors  and  windows  and 
generally  the  showing  of  more  consideration  on  the  part  of 
employees  has  been  all  that  was  required. 


Many  complaints  of  this  nature  have  been  found  to  be  caused 
by  lack  of  forethought  both  on  the  part  of  managements  as  well 
as  employees.  It  has  often  been  found  also  that  where  companies 
are  in  some  difficulty  concerning  noise  emission  but  are  conscious 
of  their  responsibilities  to  their  neighbours,  it  is  often  sufficient 
to  avoid  complaints  arising  by  simply  explaining  their  position 
to  residents  and  their  concern  and  aims  for  the  future.  All  com¬ 
plaints  received  were  investigated,  involving  a  total  of  259  visits 
by  Inspectors.  Except  for  5  cases  still  under  investigation  at  the 
ena  of  the  year,  all  were  satisfactorily  resol vea. 

Circular  22/67.  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

The  above  Circular  on  Inaustrial  Noise  was  issued  in  April 
and  amongst  other  points  which  it  made  were  the  following:— 
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(a)  Factory  Inspectors  should  now  be  consulted  where  com¬ 
plaints  arise  from  industrial  premises  to  give  assistance 
with  any  technical  problems. 

(b)  Training  of  a  specialised  nature  should  be  given  to  all 
staff  who  have  to  deal  with  noise  problems  in  their  work. 

(c)  Local  Authorities  should  give  consideration  to  expenditure 
on  general  anti-noise  publicity  to  promote  higher  standards 
of  public  behaviour  in  the  matter  of  noise. 

Following  receipt  of  the  Circular  a  joint  meeting  was  held 
between  C.P.H.rs  of  the  five  West  Midland  County  Boroughs  and 
the  local  Factory  Inspectorate  when  a  uniform  approach  to  the 
problem  of  industrial  noise  was  agreed. 


Prevention  of  Industrial  Noise  Nuisance 

Complaints  arising  from  industrial  premises  or  processes 
could  in  many  cases  be  avoided  if  sufficient  consideration  is 
given  at  the  earliest  planning  stage  when  buildings  are  being 
constructed  or  when  new  machinery  is  being  installed. 

In  an  attempt  to  bring  home  to  managements  the  need  for 
good  planning  in  relation  to  noise,  a  pamphlet  "Noise  in  Industry" 
was  prepared  and  circulated  to  industrial  and  commercial  premises 
through  various  trade  and  other  organisations  during  September 
and  October. 

The  pamphlet  referred  to  the  need  for  consideration  to  betaken 
in  siting  equipment  and  machinery  in  buildings  where  it  was 
least  likely  to  cause  nuisance  to  adjoining  properties  and  for 
the  machinery  itself  to  be  as  quiet  as  possible.  A  recommend¬ 
ation  was  made  that  before  any  new  machine  was  installed,  the 
management  should  ensure  that  the  manufacturer  had  taken  all 
practicable  means  to  reduce  the  operating  noise  to  a  minimum. 

Reference  was  also  made  to  the  need  to  observe  old  and 
worn  machinery  for  excessive  noise  and  for  control  of  radios  used 
by  employees  and  loud  speaker  systems  which  might  cause 
annoyance. 

The  pamphlet  was  generally  well  received  and  it  was  hoped 
to  follow  up  in  1968  by  talks  on  the  subject  to  interested  bodies. 
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British  Standard  4142:  1967. 


The  above  Standard  was  issued  during  the  year  by  the  British 
Standards  Institution  as  a  method  of  rating  the  level  of  industrial 
noise,  particularly  that  affecting  mixed  and  residential  develop¬ 
ments. 

This  has  been  used  in  conjunction  with  complaints  received 
and  has  proved  most  useful  as  under  varying  prescribed  conditions 
it  gives  a  direct  indication  of  the  level  of  noise  at  which  comp¬ 
laints  can  be  expected. 

FACTORY  ACT  1961 

Factories,  Factories  (no  mechanical  power)  and  workrooms. 


No.  on 
register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

No.  of 
Notices 

No 

Prosec. 

1.  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4,  &  6, 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  L/A. 

31 

1 

— 

— 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  L/A. 

841 

306 

56 

— 

3.  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  L/A 
(excluding  out  workers 
premises) 

21 

8 

— 

j 

TOTALS : 

893 

315 

56 

— 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M.I. 

Referred 
by  H.M.L 

Inaffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

San  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

57 

24 

— 

4 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Out  work) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

59 

26 

— 

6 
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Inspections  of  factories  to  which  Section  7  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1961  applies  have  been  carried  out  whenever  possible. 

A  number  of  factories  where  the  sanitary  accommodation 
had  been  really  neglected  were  found  but  in  general  the  facilities 
provided  for  the  work  people  varied  from  reasonable  to  very  good. 

It  may  be  pointed  out,  however,  that  the  deficiences  in  the 
sanitary  accommodation  provided  was  not  always  due  to  neglect 
by  the  employers  but  more  due  to  petty  acts  of  destruction  by 
inesponsible  persons. 

Outworkers 

A  total  of  137  outworkers  are  employed  within  the  Borough 
on  carding  of  buttons  etc. 

Visits  are  made  from  time  to  time  and  generally  conditions 
are  satisfactory. 
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(e)  GENERAL  ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH 
Nuisances 

A  basic  part  of  the  P.H.I's  duties  is  concerned  with  comp¬ 
laints  of  nuisance  of  varying  kinds..  These  can  range  from  defects 
to  properties  such  as  leaking  roofs,  gutters  etc.  to  offensive 
odours  from  factory  processes  or  rotting  refuse.  A  total  of  6855 
inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  nuisance  complaints  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts  1936  and  1961  during  the  year  &  556 
statutory  notices  were  served. 

Where  works  were  carried  out  in  default  the  costs  were  re¬ 
charged  to  owners  or  persons  in  control  of  the  properties. 

Default  works  were  carried  out  in  cases  involving  repairs  to 
building  structure  and  drainage.  Much  time  is  spept  on  complaints 
of  choked  drains  and  sewers  and  an  emergency  service  for 
clearance  of  drains  where  serious  nuisance  arises  is  operated  by 
a  member  of  the  manual  staff.  Where  more  exploratory  work  or 
maintenance  is  required  however  the  Corporations  contractor 
is  called  in  after  the  service  of  notices  ana  after  opportunity  has 
been  given  for  the  householders  to  carry  out  the  work  themselves 
if  they  so  desire.  As  a  result  of  the  above  action  a  total  number 
of  208  houses  had  works  carried  out  during  the  year.  The  costs 
of  rechargeable  work  exceeded  £2000,  on  average  £10  for  each  job, 
the  Contractor  being  called  in  on  four  occasions  each  week. 

Caravans 

The  number  of  caravan  sites  officially  operating  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year  was  as  previously: 

Private  Sites  3  No.  of  caravans  15 

Council  Sites  1  No.  of  caravans  15 

A  small  number  of  caravans  were  still  in  use  during  the 
year  where  building  contractors  were  operating  but  generally 
these  cause  little  concern. 

Gypsies 

The  year  proved  a  difficult  one  in  respect  of  gypsies..  It  was 
estimated  that  the  annual  cost  to  the  Corporation  in  removing 
their  caravans  where  they  had  parked  them  without  authorisation 
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was  in  the  region  of  £1800.  During  one  particular  week  in  the 
year  staff  were  involved  on  five  occasions  moving  the  same  group 
of  caravans  from  sites  in  the  Borough.  This  included  working  at 
the  week  end. 

To  try  and  overcome  this  wasted  time  and  effort  a  proposal 
was  made  to  set  up  a  temporary  short  stay  site  for  a  maximum  of 
15  caravans  at  Weddell  Wynd,  Tipton  on  an  area  of  land  adjoining 
a  tipping  site  previously  used  by  Coseley  U.D.C.  It  was  (suggested 
that  if  gypsies  passing  through  the  Borough  could  stop  on  a  defined 
area  of  land  for  up  to  72  hours  under  supervision  from  the  Depart¬ 
ments  staff,  this  would  be  preferable  to  their  present  practice  of 
indiscriminate  parking  on  odd  pieces  of  land  from  which  they 
would  have  to  be  removed  as  soon  as  possible  following  comp  - 
laints. 

The  proposal  was  passed  to  the  other  four  West  Midlands 
County  Boroughs  for  their  consideration  and  their  observations  on 
the  scheme  were  awaited  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

These  can  be  listed  within  the  Borough  as  follows:— 

(a)  West  Bromwich  Albion  Football  Ground- 
lb)  13  Public  Parks  and  open  spaces 

(c)  Public  Baths  as  follows  : 

Gala  Baths,  West  Bromwich  (2  pools  in  Summer,  1  in  Winter) 
Wednesbury  Baths,  Walsall  Street,  Wednesbury  (2  pools 
all  year).Tipton  Baths,  Queens  Road,  Tipton  (1  pool  all  year). 

(d)  5  Cinemas  (3  in  West  Bromwich,  1  at  Great  Barr,  I  at  Wednesbury) 

(e)  1  Ballroom,  specifically  used  as  such  plus  other  public  halls 
used  regularly  for  dancing. 

(f)  3  Bingo  Halls  (at  West  Bromwich,  Stone  Cross  and  Wednesbury). 

(g)  5  Clubs  (4  licensed)  open  for  music,  dancing  and  gaming  etc. 
to  members.  (4  in  West  Bromwich,  1  at  Wednesbury).  (These  do 
not  include  recreational  ciubs  of  various  organisations  in  the 
Borough). 

(h)  1  Club  (exclusively  for  gaming)  in  West  Bromwich. 

All  the  above  were  subject  to  inspection  during  the  year  and 
particular  attention  was  paid  to  places  where  food  was  handled 
and  served. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949 
Summary  of  Destruction  of  Rats  &  Mice  1967. 


Properties  other  than  sewers 


Non  Agricultural  Agricultural 


1. 

No.  of  properties  in  district 

52,632 

15 

2. 

(a)  Total  number  of  properties 

1,702 

— 

inspected  following  notification 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

1,559 

(ii)  Mice 

143 

— 

3. 

(a)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  Rats  and/ or  Mice 

176 

for  reasons  other  than  notification 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

173 

(ii)  Mice 

3 

— 

Other  Pests 

During  the  year  440  premises  were  successfully  disinfested 
following  complaints  of  insects,  using  Diazinon,l(  Gammexane  and 
Insecticidal  Lacquer. 


Treatments  were  carried  out  against  the  following:  — 


C  ockroaches 

221 

Bed  Bugs 

148 

Fleas 

4 

Ants 

35 

Crickets 

2 

Wasps 

19 

Flies 

2 

House  Mites 

1 

Clover  Mites 

3 

Fumigations  5  Cases 


Contract  Work 

117  Factories  and  similar  premises  are  under  contract  for  the 
regular  control  of  rats  and  mice. 
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Pharmacy  &  Poisons  Act  1933  &  Pharmacy  &  Medicines  Act  1941 

Under  Part  11  of  the  Poisons  I  ist  78  shopkeepers  are  registerea 
with  the  Council  for  the  sale  of  items  such  as  arsenical  sub¬ 
stances, ammonia,  and  insecticides  in  common  use. 

Hairdressers  &  Baroers 

A  list  of  premises  was  prepared  in  1967  of  hairdressers  ana 
barbers  shops  in  the  Borough.  The  total  number  registered  with 
the  Council  under  the  West  Bromwich  Corporation  Act  1949  is  87. 
This  act  only  applies  to  those  premises  within  the  old  boundaries 
of  West  Bromwich  prior  to  amalgamation. 

It  is  hoped  in  1968  to  make  a  concentrated  effort  of  in¬ 
spection  of  all  premises  to  ensure  that  adequate  standards 
were  maintained  although  many  premises  have  already  been 
visited  under  the  Offices  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act  1963. 

Pet  Animals  Act  1951 

The  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  1963 
The  Riding  Establishments  Act  1964 

Premises  covered  by  the  above  legislation  are  licensed  as 
a  means  of  ensuring  the  adequacy  of  accommodation  for  animals, 
satisfactory  feeding  arrangements,  fire  precautions  and  minimum 
risk  of  infections. 

All  premises  are  inspected  prior  to  the  renewal  of  licences 
which  are  issued  in  respect  of  the  following:—  Pet  Animals  —11 
Boarding  Establishments  —2,  Riding  Establishments  —1. 

Rag  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act 

There  is  one  manufacturer  of  bedding  in  the  district  and  6 
samples  of  filling  materials  were  taken  from  this  fa(?tory  and 
submitted  for  analysis.  These  samples  were  satisfactory. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act 

22  samples  were  taken  under  this  Act  and  submitted  for 
analysis  viz:  — 

Ferti I i sers  Feeding  Stuffs 

11  11 
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Two  unsatisfactory  samples  were  reported,  one  dairy  meal 
and  two  fertilisers.  The  dairy  meal  contained  an  excess  of 
protein.  The  manufacturer  was  interviewed  and  the  reason  for 
the  error  was  ascertained.  Subsequent  samples  taken  have  been 
satisfactory. 

One  fertiliser  was  deficient  of  1.02%  soluble  phosphoric 
acid  and  there  was  an  excess  of  1.62%  of  insoluble  phosphoric 
acid.  The  other  fertiliser  was  deficient  of  0.7%  nitrogen  and 
had  an  excess  of  .08%  insoluble  phosphoric  acid.  The  manuf¬ 
acturers  were  situated  outside  this  district  and  the  results  of 
the  samples  were  referred  to  the  authorities  concerned. 

Water  Supplies 

Within  the  Borough  there  are  three  farms  still  supplied  with 
water  other  than  from  the  mains  and  these  are  subject  to  regular 
checks  for  purity.  Main  supplies  for  the  Borough  are  provided 
by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  and  the  City  of 
Birmingham  Water  Department. 

During  the  year  10  chemical  samples  and  19  bacteriological 

samples  were  taken. 

Typical  Chemical  Analyses 


South  Staffordshire  Birmingham  Water 

Waterworks  supply  Department  supply 

sample  No.  15  Sample  No.  7 

sample  No.  24 


Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.003 

0.023 

0.023 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.12 

0.092 

0.05 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

27.1 

26.6 

14.8 

Nitrate  N itrogen 

3.5 

3.0 

3.2 

Oxygen  absorbed  from 

permanganate  at  27° 

in  4  hours 

1.2 

1.0 

0.1 

Total  solids  dried  at  100°C 

350 

445 

50 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

0 

0 

0 

Ph 

6.9 

6.2 

6.9 

Free  Chlorine 

0 

0 

0 

Radioactivity 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Electrical  Conductivity 

460 

595 

68 

at  20OC 

micromhos 

micromhos 

micromhos 

Head  P6 

- 

- 
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Houses  without  indoor  supplies 

With  the  gradual  reduction  in  the  number  of  unfit  houses 
less  people  are  having  to  suffer  the  inconvenience  of  an  outsioe 
water  supply.  However  at  the  end  of  the  year  an  estimated 
500  households  were  without  indoor  supplies  ana  until  this  state 
of  affairs  is  completely  remedied  we  cannot  afford  to  feel  com¬ 
placent. 

Swimming  Pools 

All  swimming  pools  were  subject  to  routine  sampling  by  the 
Department  during  the  year  for  bacteriological  analyses.  Besides 
the  public  baths  which  are  controlled  by  the  Baths  &  Estates 
Committee  there  are  now  11  swimming  pools  situated  at  the 
following  schools 

Mi  I  (fields 
Gorse  Farm  Junior 
Shenstone  Lodge 
Harvills  Hawthorn 
Joseph  Edward  Cox 
Grove  Vale  Junior 
Yew  Tree  Junior 
Tipton  Grammar 
Churchfields 
Fir  Tree 
Dartmouth 

During  the  year  a  total  of  58  samples  were  taken  from 
swimming  pools,  four  being  judged  unsatisfactory;  14  samples 
were  also  taken  from  paddling  pools  in  public  parks  and  of  these 
10  were  unsatisfactory. 

The  quality  of  the  water  varies  according  to  the  bathing  or 
paddling  "loads"  and  the  effect  of  chlorination  applied.  Where 
unsatisfactory  results  were  received  follow  up  samples  were 
taken  and  checks  made  of  the  free  chlorine  content  in  the  pools. 
Advice  on  correct  chlorine  dosing  was  given  where  required  and 
arrangements  were  made  for  all  schools  with  pools  to  be  visited 
prior  to  the  pools  being  used  in  1968  with  a  view  to  examination 
of  the  chlorination  dosing  methods  in  some  detail  and  improve¬ 
ment  in  future  results. 
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Sewage  Disposal 

Sewage  disposal  works  within  the  Borough  are  now  the 
responsibility  of  the  Upper  Tame  Main  Drainage  Authority.  The 
works  serving  the  Borough  are  situated  at  Ray  Hall,  West  Bromwich, 
Toll  End,  Tipton  and  Bescot,  Walsall. 

In  addition  the  Highways  Department  deals  on  our  behalf 
with  37  domestic  cesspools,  14  industrial  sludge  pits  and  5 
abattoir  settlement  tanks.  A  total  of  28  highway  surface  water 
soakway  pits  are  also  maintained. 

Health  Education 

Numerous  requests  were  received  in  the  year  for  lectures 
to  be  given  to  various  bodies  on  aspects  of  the  departments  work. 
In  conjunction  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  a  series  of 
lectures  was  given  to  the  St.  Johns  Ambulance  Brigade  and  Red 
Cross  Society  on  personal  and  environmental  health  and  other 
subjects  dealt  with  included  Clean  Air  and  Food  Hygiene.  The 
collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  also  a  favourite  subject 
for  college  vacation  projects  and  several  parties  of  senior 
scholars  have  visited  our  works  and  depots. 

Preparations  were  also  commenced  for  the  publication  of 
a  Clean  Air  Handbook  in  1968  in  connection  with  the  extension 
of  the  Smoke  Control  Programme. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE 


This  is  the  trading  section  of  the  department  so  far  as  the 
recovery  and  sale  of  waste  paper  and  scrap  metal  is  concerned. 
The  collection  of  trade  refuse  is  also  a  substantial  service  for 
which  we  are  obliged  to  recharge  our  expenses.  The  Corporation 
also  provides  disposal  facilities  for  industrial  waste. 

These  three  items  account  for  most  of  the  department's 
income  of  rather  more  than  £100,000  annually. 

Refuse  Storage  and  Collection 

A  Working  Party  Report  under  this  title  was  published  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year  after  five  years  of  deliberation.  The 
subject  was  examined  in  detail  and  from  many  aspects  so  that 
the  resulting  document  is  an  authoritative  statement  of  the 
principles  by  which  any  refuse  collection  and  disposal  service 
may  be  judged. 

The  Report  recommends  the  replacement  of  the  traditional 
kerbside  collection  of  refuse  in  dustbins  by  continental  type 
bins  with  hinged  lids orpaper sacks. Thedustbins  in  WestBromwich 
are  brought  to  the  kerbside  by  collectors  to  await  collection 
into  a  specially  oesigned  vehicle  though  progressive  replacement 
of  metal  bins  by  plastic  containers  began  in  1963  and  the  purchase 
of  metal  bins  ceased  in  1964. 

Refuse  collection,  using  the  continental  type  lidded  bins  is 
very  costly.  The  paper  sack  system  lies  between  the  present 
system  and  the  continental  system  in  this  respect  but  it  has 
many  advantages  over  both.  It  is  hoped  that  before  another 
annual  report  is  being  written  a  start  will  have  been  made  towards 
replacing  all  bins  in  West  Bromwich  with  paper  sacks.  The 
conversion  of  60,000 bins  obviously  needs  a  programme  extending 
over  some  years  but  when  completed  the  task  of  the  refuse 
collector  will  have  changed  radically  and  for  the  better.  Unless 
it  does,  labour  of  any  kind  will  be  almost  unobtainable  and  the 
cost  of  removing  rubbish  which  is  growing  in  volume  of  weight 
every  year,  will  escalate  and  collectors'  wages  will  rise  still 
further  out  of  proportion  to  other  workers. 

Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967 

This  legislation  has  widened  the  scope  of  the  department 
to  deal  with  abandoned  vehicles  and  provide  disposal  points 
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for  the  deposit  of  refuse  in  quantity.  It  is  intended  that  the 
department  should  have  its  own  equipment  to  tow  or  carry  away 
abandoned  vehicles  to  a  disposal  point  where  heavy  components 
will  be  removed  and  sold  and  light  scrap  metal,  baled  for  return 
to  the  blast  furnaces. 

The  need  for  general  disposal  facilities  will  be  met  by  the 
provision  of  8  cubic  yard  containers  located  in  suitable  places 
over  the  area  of  the  town.  This  facility  will  be  made  available 
without  charge  but  it  should  reduce  the  necessity  for  periodic 
clearing  of  dumped  rubbish  from  shops,  offices,  gardens  and 
unsaleable  domestic  discards  dumped  by  "tatters"  and  others. 

The  need  for  a  policy  for  dealing  with  abandoned  vehicles 
and  unwanted  articles  of  furniture,  large  mechanical  toys,  bedding 
and  other  articles  of  which  an  increasing  number  are  being  left 
to  disfigure  the  roadside  or  any  undeveloped  piece  of  land  has 
become  urgent  and  the  new  legislation  is  welcomed  .  Vigorous 
action  is  now  needed  to  clean  up  existing  dumping  places  and 
prosecute  wherever  offenders  can  be  found.  Inevitably,  additional 
costs  will  have  to  be  met  by  the  ratepayers  as  a  whole. 

Disposal  Site  Plant 

1— Caravan / Mess  Hut  -  Placed  in  service  1959. 

1-955H  Traxcavator  -  Placed  in  service  September  1963.  This  is 
a  100  H.P.  machine  handling  primarily  household  refuse  on 
Marsh  Lane  site. 

1— 977K  Traxcavator  -  Placed  in  service  21st  June  1967,  This  is 
a  150  H.P.  machine  handling  all  industrial  refase  for  the 
Borough  at  Sheepwash  Lane  Site. 

1— J.C.B.  (3C)  Loading  shovel  operating  at  Weddell  Wynd  Site 
receiving  domestic  refuse  only. 

1— Chase  side  Loadmaster  700. 

1— Weatherill  12.H.  Loading  Shovel 

Public  Conveniences 
Situation 

Library,  High  Street  West  Bromwich. 

Dartmouth  Square 
Al  LSaints 
Hill  Top 


Accommodation  Provided 
Male  Female 


3  w.cs 
3 
3 
3 


—  w.cs 
5 
4 
4 
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Public  Conveniences  Cont  - 


• 

Accommodation 

Provided 

Situation 

Male 

Female 

Stone  Cross 

3 

4 

Carters  Green 

4 

6 

Birmingham  Road 

4 

6 

Gregory  Street 

2 

4 

Lower  High  Street,  Wednesbury 

4 

4 

Shambles 

3 

3 

Great  Bridge,  Tipton 

3 

2 

Victoria  Park 

3 

3 

Coronation  Gardens 

2 

3 

Cemetry 

2 

2 

Doughty  Arms 

1 

— 

Princes  End 

1 

Recruitment  of  Labour 

Labour  turnover  -  159  men  employed  on  1st  January,  1967 
156  were  still  employed  on  31st  December,  1967. 

Age  Groups 


18-21 

9 

22-30 

38 

31-40 

34 

41-50 

45 

51-60 

38 

61-65 

11 

66  -F- 

3 

TOTAL 

178 

69 


Casual  2.74  3.39  3.54  4.46  1.93 
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%  Total  Loss 

%  Loss  Casual 

%  Loss  Sick 

Possible  No.  of  man  days 

No.  of  Working  days  in  month 

Average  Strength 

(b)  Casual  Absence 

(a)  Sick  /  Accident 

DAYS  LOST 

11.27 

i  3.037 

! 

8.233 

3886 

22 

176 

118 

320 

JAN 

10.757 

2.067 

i  _ 

8.69 

3579 

20 

176 

74 

311 

FEB 

7.642 

2.32 

5.322 

3965 

22 

180 

92 

211 

MAR 

6.722 

1.897 

4.825 

3585 

20 

179 

68 

173 

APR 

5.444 

1.933 

3.511 

3931 

22 

178 

76 

138 

MAY 

r 

1  6.52 

2.139 

4.381 

3880 

22 

176 

83 

170 

c_ 

C 

Z 

m 

7.161 

2.63 

4.531 

3642 

N> 

173 

96 

165 

JULY 

5.437 

1.547 

3.89 

3693 

DO 

176 

57 

144 

AUG 

5.734 

t 

-4 

4.287 

3662 

ro 

174 

53 

157 

SEPT 

7.394 

1.993 

5.401 

■  .  - - 

3814 

22 

173 

76 

206 

OCT 

8.484 

2.261 

6.223 

3849 

22 

175 

87 

245 

NOV 

5.967 

1.928 

4.039 

3268 

19 

172 

j  ■  -  ..  — 

63 

132 

DEC 

70 


MONTHLY  STATISTICS  OF  TIME  LOST  DUE  TO  SICKNESS.  ACCIDENTS 

CASUAL  ABSENCE  -  1967 


House  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  —  Operational  Statistics 


Area 

Population 

Total  No.  of  premises  from  which 
refuse  was  collected 

Weight  per  1000  population  per  day 

Total  tonnage  collected 

Premises  from  which  collections  were 
made  at  least  once  per  week 

Average  haul  single  journey  to  final 
disposal  point 


1 1704  acres 
172,650 

52,632 

16  cwts  approx.  (Estimated) 
45,000 

100% 

2.5  miles 


Total  refuse  disposed  of  (Est.)  150,000  tons 

Method  of  disposal  -  controlled  tipping. 

Recovery  of  Waste  and  Dormant  Materials 


The  total  tonnage  of  waste  materials  salvaged  during  the 
year  and  the  income  received  is  as  follows:  — 


Tons 

Cwts 

Qtrs 

Lbs 

£ 

s 

d 

Waste  paper  (various  grades) 

2886 

6 

3 

— 

25789 

3 

9 

Baled  Ferrous  Scrap 

269 

10 

— 

— 

1479 

19 

8 

Rags 

7 

— 

— 

— 

89 

3 

6 

Cast  Iron,  and  Steel  Scrap 

5 

6 

1 

— 

37 

11 

7 

Cardboard  Boxes 

34 

0 

0 

Scrap  Trailers 

10 

0 

0 

3  Salvage  Presses 

20 

0 

0 

3168 

3 

— 

— 

27459 

18 

6 

The 

total  salvage  collected 

and  i 

ncome  received  from  1957 

to  1967  was  as  under:— 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrts 

Lbs 

£ 

s 

d 

1957 

988 

16 

3 

7 

8414 

5 

2 

1958 

1224 

5 

3 

22 

10455 

19 

10 

1959 

1423 

15 

2 

2 

11638 

14 

5 

1960 

1621 

18 

1 

8 

13680 

0 

10 

1961 

1501 

12 

3 

3 

12958 

13 

8 

1962 

1414 

11 

2 

5 

11538 

11 

8 

1963 

1171 

2 

3 

— 

9581 

16 

10 

71 


Continued  — 


Tons 

Cwts 

Qrts 

Lbs 

£ 

s 

d 

1964 

1616 

8 

3 

19 

13480 

12 

10 

1965 

2092 

8 

— 

3 

19178 

5 

4 

1966 

3012 

17 

2 

— 

27722 

7 

4 

1967 

3168 

3 

— 

— 

27459 

18 

6 

19236 

1 

— 

13 

166109 

6 

5 

Public  Cleansing  Costings 

The  national  figures  for  cleansing  costs  published  by  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  ana  Local  Government  in  1967  reveal  the 
following  information. 


1958/ 

59 

1959/ 

60 

1960/ 

61 

1961/ 

62 

1962/ 

63 

1963/ 

64 

1964/ 

65 

Average  cost  per 

1 000  premises  in 
County  Boroughs 
for  refuse 
collection  & 
disposal 

2,193 

2,209 

2,352 

2.569 

2,740 

2,871 

2,960 

Average  cost  per 

1 000  premises  in 
County  Boroughs 
with  population 
50-100,000  for 
refuse  collection 
&  disposal 

2,140 

2,174 

2,281 

2,485 

2,660 

2,806 

2.908 

Average  cost  per 
1000  premises  for 
West  Bromwich 

for  refuse 
collection  & 
disposal 

2,138 

2,176 

2,166 

2,456 

2.435 

2,616 

2,619 
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